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Principal’s Message

Dear Parents and Students,
It is with a great sense of pride and gratitude that I welcome you to 2009-2010 school year as the principal of Partee Elementary School.  I enjoyed getting to know many of our students and families during the past school year and look forward to building on those relationships and forming new ones!  Thank you so much for the unwavering support that has been given to our school and staff members over the years. It is my hope that the support will continue as we move forward this school year.  If you are a new Partee Panther…WELCOME! Partee is a great place to learn. I encourage you to jump right in and become a part of our community of learners at Partee Elementary.
There are many opportunities for parents to become involved at Partee. I encourage you to join our PTA, volunteer through our Parent Center, become a room parent, or just simply BE THERE to assist your child when needed.  I need and want you as a part of our extended learning community at Partee Elementary School!  I welcome input from parents and students, and look forward to hearing suggestions.  Please feel free to contact me via phone (770.982.6920) or email (audrey_baptiste@gwinnett.k12.ga.us).
The relationship between home and school is not one that we take lightly. I am proud of the hard work of our teachers, students, and community in assisting us to help each child reach their personal best!  We will continue to maximize instructional time and appreciate you working with us by making sure your child is at school every day and on time. Regular attendance and parental involvement really does make a difference in increasing student achievement. We trust that you know we are going to not only do what is in the best interest of your child, but every child at Partee as we continue making a difference….one learner at a time! 
Have a great school year!
Sincerely,
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Audrey P. Baptiste

 Principal 
Shared Mission

Partee Elementary School promotes high expectations 

and is committed to empowering children

 to become lifelong learners.

Shared Vision

Partee envisions promoting high expectations by:

· Modeling, guiding and supporting academic and behavioral expectations

· Challenging students’ critical thinking skills

· Implementing engaging learning activities

· Sharing accountability among students, parents and teachers

Partee envisions demonstrating commitment by:

· Having a positive attitude

· Participating in open communication in varied forms

· Contributing to flexible and open-minded collaboration 

Partee envisions empowering students by:

· Encouraging risk taking

· Engaging interaction with and among students

· Nurturing a desire and passion for learning in each student 

Parent/Teacher Association (PTA)

On behalf of Partee PTA, I would like to welcome each of you back to the 2009-2010 School Year. We are very excited about the many things that we have planned for this school year. Our mission and purpose is to be…

· A powerful voice for all children. 

· A relevant resource for families and communities. 

· A strong advocate for the education and well-being of every child. 

Partee PTA looks forward to continuing with our purpose mission and purpose. We welcome the membership of all parents, teachers, and community members to help us make this mission complete! 

Thank you,

Felita Bell

Partee PTA President

PTA Executive Board

President: Felita Bell




momof3lovingbells@yahoo.com
Vice President:  Antoinette Gordon


branga99@comcast.net
Secretary:  Kim Torrain



kim2rain@bellsouth.net
Treasurer:  Ann Farrow



mfarrow@emory.edu
Join the PTA!

Show your support for the staff and students of Partee Elementary School.  To make your voice heard in critical decisions which ultimately affect your child, join the PTA!  For more detailed information about the state and national PTA councils, go to either www.georgiapta.org or www.pta.org.
PTA Membership ($5.00 per family): 
These funds are used to pay Partee’s state and national PTA dues, and support Partee PTA sponsored activities..

Student Events/Enrichment ($5.00 per child):

These funds are used to help support special events organized by the Partee PTA.

2009-2010 PTA 

Dates to Remember
August 20th






1st PTA Meeting at 7 p.m.
September 18th






PTA Bingo Night at 6 p.m.
October 3rd 






PTA Fall Festival at 11 a.m.
December 12th






Winter Wonderland at 9 a.m.
December 18th






PTA Classroom Parties

February 26th 






School Dance at 6 p.m.
May 3rd - 7th 






Staff Appreciation Week
May 26th 






PTA Classroom Parties

* Please check the school calendar on the website for regularly updated events.
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	PARTEE PTA COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

	Committee
	Responsibilities of Committee
	Chairperson

	Arts in Education
	Schedule in-school assembly with outside performers and artists whose programs are designed to enhance our children's lives through music, art, drama, dance, literature, and photography
	Felita Bell momof3lovingbells@yahoo.com


	Bingo Night
	Plan a free family bingo night including prizes for first and second place winners
	Tilwana Anderson

tilanderson@yahoo.com

	Beautification
	Plan a fun filled day twice a year to come out and clean up the grounds of the school
	Marshall Bell

bfcjanitorial@yahoo.com

HYPERLINK "mailto:%20Marshall%20Bell%20%20bfcjanitorial@yahoo.com" 

	Fall Festival
	Organize a carnival-type event; set up booths; recruit volunteers to man each booth; purchase prizes; promote and sell tickets to the event
	Antoinette Gordon

branga@comcast.net

	Fundraiser
	Oversee the PTA's fundraisers. Oversee the General Mills Box Tops for Education Program by collecting and redeeming box tops; distribute and encourage the use of Kroger, Ingles and Publix commitment cards
	Lisa Wynn

wynnlisa@bellsouth.net


	Hospitality
	Promote a positive climate and spirit of camaraderie among and between Partee parents and staff by hosting staff luncheons throughout the year
	Lorrie Ridley

lridley@ndegree.com

	Legislation & Advocacy
	Informs the School as well as the community of educational issues and welfare of the community.
	 Jaye Peabody         jayelpeabody@aol.com

	Membership
	Encourage all parents and staff members to join Partee's PTA; assist with membership drives
	James Roberts              jroberts@fssratl.com

	Reading &

Literacy
	Promote student reading through activities such as the Six Flags Reading Program, Panther Publishing, Read Across America Day, and the annual book swap; assist the Media Center staff with Book Fairs
	Leanette Spencer  leanette_spencer@gwinnett.k12.ga.us


	Reflections
	Encourage students to participate in a National PTA Program by having them create original works in literature, music, photography, and/or visual arts related to the topic "My Favorite Place..."; collect and submit entries for judging
	 Kathy Timmons  jtworks2004@yahoo.com

	Room Parents
	Enlist a group of energetic, dependable parents to assist the teachers with holiday parties, stuffing Thursday folders, etc…; coordinate volunteer help for special events such as Field Day, Fall Festival and the Staff Appreciation Luncheon
	
Blberry01@hotmail.com            " 
Brenda Berry

Blberry01@hotmail.com            


	School Dance
	Plan and implement an evening dance for students, including light refreshments and photo opportunities
	Felita Bell momof3lovingbells@yahoo.com

	Skate Night
	Coordinate with All-American Skating Center and promote bimonthly evenings when exclusively Partee students can skate (A percentage of the money spent on skating is returned to the school.)
	Antoinette Gordon       branga@comcast.net

	Spirit wear
	Work with a spirit wear representative to customize clothing items which incorporate our school's mascot and colors; promote the sales of spirit wear; fill orders and monitor the inventory
	James Roberts      jroberts@fssratl.comames 

	Winter Wonderland
	Coordinate an exciting Saturday morning of kid-friendly, holiday-related activities, including Breakfast and Pictures with Santa, hands-on crafts for kids, holiday cookie-baking with Mrs. Claus, and more…
	 Jaye Peabody         jayelpeabody@aol.com

	Yearbook
	Compile and arrange photos of our staff, students, and school activities into yearbook form for publication and distribution
	Kathy Timmons   jtworks2004@yahoo.com 

	If you are interested in assisting with any of the above listed committees please contact the chairperson.


 GWINNETT COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

Gwinnett County’s School Board is a policy making body composed of five members who are elected to serve four year, staggered terms.  Citizens are always welcome to attend Board meetings. These meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Instructional Support Center in Suwanee, GA.  Citizens wishing to address the Board must inform the superintendent’s office in writing by noon the Monday prior to the Board meeting.

NOTE:  Gwinnett School Board district boundaries and school cluster lines are not the same.  Board members represent all or part of the school population in the following clusters:

Superintendent:

Mr. J. Alvin Wilbanks







678.301.6000



District 1 (Central Gwinnett, Dacula & Grayson Clusters):

Ms. Carol Boyce







770.995.5334



District 2 (Collins Hill, Mill Creek, North Gwinnett & Peachtree Ridge Clusters):

Mr. Dan Seckinger







770.962.3214



District 3 (Duluth & Norcross Clusters):

Dr. Mary Kay Murphy







770.840.9752


District 4 (Brookwood, Shiloh & South Gwinnett Clusters): 
Dr. Robert McClure







770.736.0001



District 5 (Berkmar, Meadowcreek & Parkview Clusters):

Ms. Louise Radloff







770.923.4784


SHILOH CLUSTER

Area Superintendent:
 Calvin Watts

678.301.6000

Annistown Elementary School

3150 Spain Road

Snellville, GA 30039

770.979.2950

Lorraine Sparks, Principal

Centerville Elementary School

3115 Centerville Hwy

Snellville, GA 30039

770.972.2220

Dr. Allan Gee, Principal
Partee Elementary School

4350 Campbell Road

Snellville, GA 30039

770.982.6920

Audrey Baptiste, Principal

Shiloh Elementary School

2400 Ross Road

Snellville, GA 30039

770.985.6883

Betty Ann Schoeneck, Principal
Shiloh Middle School

4285 Shiloh Road

Snellville, GA 30039

770.972.3224

Dr. Eric Parker, Principal
Shiloh High School

4210 Shiloh Road

Snellville, GA 30039

770.972.8471

Dr. Gwen Tatum, Principal
Local School Policies & Procedures


to

After School Programs/Clubs
Clubs and other school related activities will be sponsored after school. Information will be provided to students regarding these programs and/or clubs. Students must have written permission to stay for any after school activity. Please visit the website for additional information. 
Arrival Time

Students are not permitted to enter the building before 7:45 a.m.  Supervision is not available for students prior to this time.  Staff members are preparing for the instructional day. The instructional day begins promptly at 8:15 a.m. 

Assessments

Students will participate in various standardized tests. Information from these tests will support teacher planning efforts to meet the individual needs of your child.
	Assessment
	Students Assessed

	Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (G-KIDS)
	Kindergarten

	Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT)
	Grades 1-5

	Georgia Writing Test
	3rd and 5th  

	Gateway-Mathematics Reasoning Test (MRT)
	4th 

	Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)
	3rd and  5th

	Cognitive Abilities Test (Cog AT)
	1st, 3rd, and 5th

	Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State-to-State for English Language Learners (ACCESS for ELLs)
	English Language Learners K-5

	Georgia Alternative Assessment (GAA)
	Alternative assessment for special needs students


Please visit the Gwinnett County Public School website at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us for more information on assessments that are given in the school district.

Attendance

Punctual and regular attendance for every student is very important. A regular attendance record has a direct effect on grades and student attitude toward school. When your child is absent from school please send a handwritten note on the day he/she returns stating the reason for the absence, the date(s) of the absence, a daytime phone number, and a parent/guardian signature. *Please reference the GCPS Student/Parent Handbook for additional information on the attendance policy.
Backpacks

Students need to use over-the-shoulder backpacks at school.  Due to the danger of tripping others and the danger involved in rolling book bags up and down hallways we are asking that students not bring a rolling book bag to school.

Bus Transportation
Students are required to follow bus rules, which are posted on all GCPS school buses, and printed in the GCPS Student/Parent Handbook.  Students who do not follow the bus rules will be referred to the school administrator, and can be suspended from the bus.  The school administrator may require a parent conference or a meeting with the transportation supervisor before the student is permitted to ride the bus again. If you have questions/concerns about a route/driver, please call GCPS Transportation at 678.226.7010.

Cafeteria: Breakfast/Lunch

Breakfast and lunch are available daily in our cafeteria. Breakfast is served from 7:45 to 8:10 a.m., and lunch is served from 10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Students are encouraged to participate in our breakfast and lunch program for a low cost meal that is high in nutrition. The cost of breakfast is $1.00 and lunch is $1.75.  Students may prepay for multiple meals. A single account will be established in each student's name, which can be used to pay for breakfast, lunch, and any extra items sold separately. When a student makes a purchase, his/her account will be charged for the amount of the purchase. If you wish that your child's account be used for the purchase of meals only, please notify the cafeteria cashier. All transactions for lunch charges and prepaid meals are done each morning. Please have the student's full name and teacher's name on all transactions. Deposits into a student’s meal account can also be made online at www.mealpay.com.  When a student forgets or loses lunch money, he/she may charge lunch that day.  Payment is expected the following day.  A charge slip will be given to the student to take home when a charge is made.  If a student accumulates two unpaid charges, the student will lose the ability to charge additional lunches.  The student will be given milk and a sandwich.  In order to help remind parents of charges, notifications will be sent home weekly in Thursday folders.  Also, all charges are stopped two weeks before the last day of school.  At this time, if your child does not have money on his/her account, he/she will receive a sandwich and milk only. 

All families may apply for the Free and Reduced Meals Program. Applications are available from the cafeteria manager and the front office.  By federal law, every student participating in the program must complete and submit an application. 

Parents are invited to join their child for lunch.  Parents may bring a special lunch from home; however, food from fast food restaurants and canned or bottled soft drinks are not permitted in our cafeteria.  Please make use of the cafeteria menu when eating lunch with your child. Thanks in advance for your cooperation and support.  If you have a question regarding your child’s lunch account, please call Tate Cason, Cafeteria Manager at 678.344.4405. If your child has any food allergies, please provide written documentation from your physician to your child’s teacher and the cafeteria manager.
Car Riders

Students may not arrive at school prior to 7:45 a.m. Parents who provide transportation for their child must drop-off/pick-up in the designated area. Any use of the bus lanes between 7:45 – 8:15 a.m. and 2:15–3:15 p.m. is strictly prohibited. The bus only zone is for the safety of our children.  Regular car riders will be issued numbers to facilitate the safe transfer of students. Please continue to display this number in your car even if the staff member on duty knows you. No parent or student will be permitted to cross the parking lot; this is a safety precaution. Thank you for modeling safety for our students. Staff members are assigned to supervise the children getting in and out of vehicles and to direct the safe flow of traffic. After 8:15 a.m., students must be accompanied to the main office via the main entrance only. Parents must sign-in students who are tardy and sign-out students picked up late.  School begins promptly at 8:15 a.m. Students must arrive early enough to unpack, eat breakfast if needed, and be seated by the 8:15 a.m. bell.  Your child’s safety is our priority.
Cell Phones 

Cell phones must be turned off and kept in book bags during the entire school day. This applies to instructional and non-instructional times such as lunch, class change, etc.  
The use of cell phones is not permitted on the school bus.  Failure to comply will result in disciplinary consequences. Parents will be required to retrieve a confiscated cell phone from a school administrator during school hours. 
Change of Information

For emergency purposes we must have updated information on each student. Please notify the office immediately of any changes in any of the following:  address, telephone number, employer name and phone, change of guardianship & emergency contact information. This information is imperative for school personnel in case of emergency.

Change of Transportation

It is important that students have a consistent mode of transportation.  If a change of transportation is necessary, a handwritten note must be provided by a parent/guardian.  For your child’s safety, transportation changes are not taken over the phone or by fax.
Character Education Program

Our school-wide character education program is designed to help our students learn about positive character traits each month, and work toward demonstrating those traits daily.

August


Respectful

September

Responsible

October


Cooperative

November

Self-Control

December

Caring

January


Tolerant

February

Honest

March

        
School Pride

April

      
Perseverance

May

    
Sportsmanship

Students that consistently demonstrate the monthly character traits may be selected by their teachers to serve as Student of the Month. 

Clinic

Clinic personnel will be available daily to help students who become sick during the school day, or for students who are required to take prescribed medication during the school day. Medications given on a regular basis will only be administered when sent in the original container and labeled with the student’s name. These should be hand delivered to the clinic by a parent along with a note giving specific instructions regarding dosage amount and time. CHILDREN ARE NOT TO HAVE MEDICATIONS IN THEIR POSSESSION DURING THE SCHOOL DAY OR ON THE BUS.  Medications not collected by the parent at the end of the year will be discarded according to board policy.
The school has a responsibility to contact parents if a student is vomiting, has a temperature of 100 degrees or more, has been seriously injured, or has head lice. (Any time a student has been identified with head lice, all students in his/her class will be checked and notification will be sent home.)  
For the protection of other students, if parents are called for any of these reasons, they are required to pick up the child immediately. Alternate persons identified on the registration form may be called in the event a parent/guardian cannot be reached.  Ill children are not allowed to remain at school and must be picked up immediately. 
A child must be fever and symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school.  Please be considerate of others by keeping sick children at home. In case of serious medical emergencies the paramedics will be called. 

Code of Conduct for Students
The Code of Conduct for student behavior at Partee is for students to be respectful, responsible, and cooperative.  These core values are emphasized throughout the school year to guide student conduct, and serve as the foundation for our school-wide Character Education Program. The Code of Conduct is posted throughout the school in every classroom and corridor, and a daily reminder of behavioral expectations for students is given on the morning FYI Broadcast. Many school-wide programs are based on the Code of Conduct, offering recognition for students, classes and staff. 

Violations of the Partee’s Code of Conduct, as well as any of the Gwinnett County rules published in the Student/Parent Discipline & Intervention Handbook.

Teachers may handle misbehavior by providing the following consequences:

* Isolation/cool down



* Loss of privileges

* Discipline partners



* Student contract

* Immediate parent contact/conference

* Student conference    
* Plan for improvement

*Check on weekly report

Local school administrators shall address major violations, such as fighting, vandalism, physical and/or verbal abuse to staff members, and any other serious violations in one of the following ways:

* Parent contact/conference

* Out of school short term suspension

* In-school suspension/administrative Time-Out

Communication

Regular communication between home and school is critical for student success. The Thursday Folder is our weekly communication with information concerning your child's academic and social progress, upcoming events in his/her classroom, and other school-wide reminders. Please remove and review the contents each Thursday, and return the folder to school the next day. This communicates to your child that you value what he/she does and are interested in his/her education.

An agenda book is provided for each student on the first day of school at no cost to parents. This is for students to record their daily homework assignments, and it contains the weekly character education words. Some teachers use the agenda book to communicate with parents about students’ behavior and academic performance. Be sure to review your child’s agenda book each night for notes from your child’s teacher and to ensure that all homework has been completed. Your signature daily would be greatly appreciated. 
If students misplace the Thursday Folder or agenda it will not be replaced.  Title I funds provide one of each per student therefore; we are not able to charge a replacement fee. Please encourage your child to keep up with his or her folder and agenda. 
Please be sure to visit the school’s website often at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/ParteeES. We also utilize a calling system, “School Messenger” to disseminate important information. 

Conferences

Parent-teacher communication is essential in providing a strong education for students. Two early release conference days are held during the school year for parents and teachers to meet and discuss student progress. Teachers will send an invitation for a one-on-one conference in the Thursday Folder. Throughout the year, parents are encouraged to meet with teachers and visit classrooms.  Please feel free to arrange a conference at any time. Counselors and administrators are available to help in many ways, and are available to be present at scheduled conference.

Counselor

Our school guidance counselor assists students to develop positive achievement in both academic and social adjustment. The counselors work with teachers, parents, individual students, small student groups, and class groups. Counseling referrals may be made by teachers, parents or students.

Daily Scheduletc "Daily Schedule"
              7:45 a.m.

First bell rings --Students enter the building and report





to homeroom/breakfast

  8:10 a.m.

Breakfast service ends 


  8:15 a.m.

Tardy bell rings -- Instruction begins /morning announcements


  10:45 a.m.

Lunch rotation begins


  12:15 p.m.

Lunch rotation ends
2:00 p.m. 
Panther Time (AKS-CQI) 
  2:40 p.m.
Afternoon announcements—Walkers, daycare bus riders, car riders are dismissed 

              2:45 p.m.

Bus riders dismissed

Dismissal/Check Out

School dismissal begins at 2:40 p.m. daily. During dismissal car riders will exit the east side of the building. Students that ride the bus are instructed to watch the screen and wait for their bus number to appear. Walkers will be dismissed at 2:40 p.m. from the main lobby.
If a student must leave during the school day for any reason, a parent must enter the front office, show photo identification, and sign the student’s early leave record before school personnel locate and release the student. Only authorized persons will be permitted to check a student out of school; telephone calls or notes are not accepted. Parents must indicate all persons authorized to check out their child on the registration form and locator card. To support a smooth dismissal process, please arrive to pick up your child for early check out no later than 2:00 p.m. 

Dress Code

Students are expected to dress in a tasteful manner appropriate for school and weather. “Short” shorts or halter-tops (including spaghetti straps) are not considered appropriate dress for school. Articles of clothing advertising or depicting drugs, cigarettes, alcohol, nudity, violence or profanity are not permitted. 
Also, no headscarves or other headwear will be worn by students inside the building except for cultural reasons.  Hats will be allowed on special announced days only. If a student violates the dress code, or is otherwise dressed inappropriately, the student will be sent to the clinic. Health regulations dictate that shoes must be worn at all times for the safety of our students.  All shoes should have a heel strap or back to them.  Flip flops and platform shoes should not be worn as they present a safety hazard during PE and Recess. Parents will be notified and asked to bring a change of clothes. Parents and visitors can assist by being role models for appropriate dress as they visit our school. Parents can also assist by ensuring that students are appropriately dressed prior to coming to school 
Field Trips

The purpose of a field trip is to supplement, enrich and correlate to an instructional unit.  They are planned to meet specific instructional objectives. Each grade level plans field trips during the school year that correlate and support the instructional program. Before each trip you will receive a permission sheet that must be signed and returned before your child is permitted to participate. Teachers must have a current daytime telephone number in order to contact the parent/guardian during the field trip in case of emergency. In most instances there is a fee associated with students attending a field trip.  Students will be assessed, on a per pupil basis, for the actual cost of the trip. Families who need financial assistance can contact the counselor to learn about scholarship opportunities. 

Homework 

Homework is an extension of the classroom learning process. Educational research shows that students who study at home reinforce what they learn in the class and become better students. Homework may be brief or may include a long-term project which requires planned study time for completion. 
Parents can help by encouraging children to establish a daily study routine, and monitoring the agenda book to be aware of assignments and progress.  
Ice Cream

Ice cream is sold every day in the cafeteria for an additional cost of $.50 - $1.00 from the cost of lunch. Students that have a balance with the cafeteria will not be allowed to purchase ice cream until their student account is cleared of all charges.

Media Center
The Media Center is a resource that meets the teaching and learning needs of staff, students and parents. Media personnel are committed to creating an inviting and stimulating environment, which promotes life-long learning. Individual students or classes may visit the library at anytime during the school day. Kindergarten and first grade students are allowed to check out one book for two weeks; second through fifth grade students may check out two books for two weeks. Books may be returned anytime during the two-week period. Overdue books must be returned or a replacement fee will be assessed before the student can check out any other materials. (Replacement Fees: hardback=$15; paperback=$5). 
Make-Up Work
It is the responsibility of the student to make up work following an excused absence. If your child will be out two or more days due to illness or family emergency, please call the office before 8:00 so we can notify the teacher. Please allow the teacher 24 hours to get assignments ready.  Absences due to vacations and family outings are unexcused and strongly discouraged. Teachers will not give assignments in advance for unexcused absences. The work will be made up when your child returns to school.
Lost & Found

Articles are kept for a period of time after being found and may be reclaimed at the Lost & Found rack.  Unclaimed items are donated to charitable organizations at the end of each quarter.  Please write your child’s name on all personal property for easy identification.  We are not responsible for lost or stolen items.  
Parties

The Gwinnett County Public Schools Board of Education policy permits two school-wide classroom parties each year. At Partee Elementary School, those days are the last day of school before the winter vacation, and the last day of school. PTA Room Parents plan the parties with the classroom teachers. School parties will not exceed one hour in length.  
No other parties, including birthday parties, will be allowed. Please consult with the teacher before sending treats. If you bring birthday snacks for your child’s class, they will be served during snack time or at lunch. Balloons, games, activities, or parties will not be allowed at school for student birthdays. Snacks should be brought to school prior to the start of the day and left with the teacher in order to not interrupt instructional time. Please know that snacks must come ready to serve. We are unable to provide the plates, utensils, etc. to serve a large item.
 Invitations to birthday parties or out of school activities should not be sent to school for distribution. For the safety of all students, please do not bring items containing nut products.  Only clear beverages are permitted.
Physical Education

Physical Education is an integral part of the instructional program. All children are expected to participate. If your child can not participate on a particular day, please send a note to your child’s teacher and an alternate PE assignment will be given to your child. If your child cannot participate in PE for more than three consecutive days, a doctor’s statement will be required. 
Progress Reports & Report Cards

Interim progress reports are distributed each 4 ½ weeks before a formal progress report.  Report cards will be issued every 9 weeks. Kindergarten Progress Reports assess students’ ongoing growth and development and progression towards proficiency of grade level AKS. Student progress for students in grades 1-5 is reported using the following scales:

First Grade




Elementary Grades 2-5
Exceeds Standard
S+


Excellent Progress

A
90-100

Meets Standard

S


Above Average Progress
B
80-89

Needs Improvement
N


Satisfactory Progress

C
74-79

Unsatisfactory

U


Progress Needs to Improve
D
70-73







Unsatisfactory Progress

U
  0-69

Promotion Requirements

	Kindergarten (For Promotion to 1st Grade)

1) Promotion requires demonstration of proficiency of the grade level AKS

	1st Grade (For Promotion to 2nd Grade)

1) Promotion requires demonstration of proficiency of the grade level AKS

	2nd Grade (For Promotion to 3rd Grade)

1) Promotion requires demonstration of proficiency of the grade level AKS

	3rd Grade (For Promotion to 4th Grade)

1) Requires achievement of “meets (level 2) or exceeds (level 3) the standards” performance levels on the Georgia CRCT Reading Test
2) Requires demonstration of proficiency of the 3rd grade AKS

	4th Grade (For Promotion to 5th Grade)

1) Requires achievement of “meets (level 2) or exceeds (level 3) the standards” performance levels on each of the following Georgia CRCT subtests:  Reading, Language Arts, Math & Science
2) Requires demonstration of proficiency of the Social Studies grade level AKS
3) Requires a passing score on the 4th grade Mathematics’ Reasoning Test
*Students who earn no grade lower than a “C” on their progress report or report card in the Science content area in which they have scored in performance level one (Does Not Meet) shall not be retained based on the Science CRCT score.

	5th Grade (For Promotion to 6th Grade)

1) Requires achievement of “meets (level 2) or exceeds (level 3) the standards” performance levels on the Georgia CRCT Reading Test & Math Test
2) Requires demonstration of proficiency of the 5th grade AKS
3) Requires a passing score on the Georgia 5th Grade Writing Assessment

	Special Education and English Language Learner Programs

· A special education student’s promotion is determined by an IEP.

· Promotion to grades 2, 3, or 5 for a Limited English Proficient (LEP) student may be determined by his/her AKS Modification and Intervention Plan and recommendation of the ELL/Test Participation Committee.

· Promotion to grades 4 or 6 for a Limited English Proficient (LEP) student may be determined by his/her scores on state-mandated tests, AKS Modification and Intervention Plan and approval of the local school Student Study Team.

	Summer School Opportunity

Students may participate in summer school to receive additional academic support and for remediation as identified on their academic contract.  Additionally, summer school is recommended for students who have not passed one or more of the following:

· a 3rd, 4th or 5th grade CRCT subtest that is required for promotion

· the Georgia 5th Grade Writing Assessment that is required for promotion (These students will be provided retests prior to the end of the school year and, if necessary, may attend summer school.)

*Retests for these state and local assessments will be provided at the end of summer school.


Registration Requirements

All students entering Kindergarten or new to Gwinnett County must present the following information:

· An original Birth Certificate

· An original Social Security Card

· Immunization Records (Form 3231)*

· Hearing, Vision, and Dental Screening Records (Form 3300)*

· Proof of Residence (lease or deed to home) 

* The school system does not accept out-of-state immunizations or HVD records. Please take records to a Georgia physician or the local Gwinnett County Health Department to have updated forms certified.

Safety and Security Procedures

Fire and tornado drills are held at regular intervals throughout the school year. If an actual emergency occurs, a parent reception area will be designated and school personnel will help you sign out your child as quickly and orderly as possible. A Crisis Management Plan has been developed in the event of an unexpected situation. The staff is familiar with the procedures and we conduct several "tests" of the crisis plan each year. 
During the school day, all doors to the building except the main front door are locked; students may exit from inside the building, but no one can enter. Teachers, staff and students are instructed NOT to open the doors for anyone.
School Council

The formation of the School Council is to meet the intent of the State of Georgia’s H.B. 1187, the A+ Reform Act of 2000.  This seven member committee serves for two years, and is composed of two teachers, two parents, two community/business representatives and the principal.  The Council serves in an advisory capacity to the principal and the quarterly meetings are open to the public.  Meetings are held at 8:30 a.m.  The meeting dates for the 2009-2010 school year are as follows:  August 27, 2009; October 29, 2009; January 28, 2010; and April 13, 2010. 
School Cancellation/Inclement Weather

In the event of severe weather or other conditions, the starting time of a school may be delayed or all schools may be closed. Announcements will be made over radio station WSB 750 AM radio. Reports in the morning will be between 6:00 a.m. and 6:30 a.m.  If no report is heard, school will be in session. The same conditions may also necessitate early dismissal. Please do not call the school. Telephone lines must be kept open for emergencies.  Each student should have a completed “inclement weather form” specifying directions in case school is closed during the day.

School Insurance

Student Health and Accident Insurance is offered as an option and service to interested families at the beginning of the school year.  Purchases and claims are made directly to the vendor.  Parents are responsible for providing insurance coverage for medical expenses in case of an accident. If you choose not to take out school insurance for your child, please be advised that Partee Elementary will not be responsible for medical expenses if accidents occur.

Snacks

Each classroom teacher may schedule a time for a daily nutritious snack (fruit, crackers with cheese, crackers, etc). Cookies, cakes, potato chips, and candy are not permitted as snack items. Likewise, at no time are flavored juices or carbonated beverages (soda) permitted as a part of snack; students may bring bottled water. Please check with your child's teacher for specific details about the snack procedures for the classroom. Please notify your teacher if your child has food allergies.

Special Programs

Partee has various programs that meet the needs of special populations. Evaluation of a student into any one of these programs is a very complex process requiring professional study and testing. 
Parents may request testing for their child at which time a team of Partee staff will meet with the parents to decide if testing is appropriate. Staff members collaborate to review available data and to make decisions on student evaluations. Teachers may refer students for testing to determine eligibility for the following programs:
1. ESOL - Learner support is offered to students whose native language is that other than English. Students will receive this support in the regular classroom and by ESOL support teachers if students qualify for ESOL services.
2. Special Education - “It is the practice of the Gwinnett County Public Schools to provide instructional and related services appropriate for individuals with documented disabilities for free. Individuals may contact their local school for information regarding such services.” Programs are available at Partee for students with various special education requirements.  These programs meet the needs of the children with specific learning disabilities (SLD), the mildly intellectually disabled (MID), emotionally and behaviorally disordered (EBD), other health impaired (OHI), autistic, speech and language or the gifted child (FOCUS) in various ways.  
3. FOCUS - Another program for students is the FOCUS or gifted program. A student’s regular program is enriched through a resource and/or cluster model in the regular classroom. All students at Partee are automatically screened for placement into the gifted program. 
4. Speech - A speech and language therapist is available to work with students having speech or language disorders severe enough to affect their ability to benefit from small group instructions. 
Student Support Team (SST)/Response to Intervention (RTI)

The Student Support Team (SST)/Response to Intervention (RTI) is a group comprised of the classroom teacher, an administrator, the guidance counselor, the school psychologist, and other support staff as needed. The group meets weekly to discuss concerns about a specified student’s academic or behavioral progress. The group provides suggestions for alternative teaching strategies, behavioral interventions, and may recommend special testing through the RTI process. Parents are invited to actively participate in SST meetings for their child, and are notified in writing regarding the meeting date and time.  Due to student privacy requirements, neither teachers nor administrators will discuss a student with anyone (including family members) unless a parent or guardian is present.
Title I Program

Title I Mission 

The mission of the Gwinnett County Title 1 Program is to comply with the No Child Left Behind Law to help low achieving students meet Georgia's challenging academic achievement standards. 
 Title I teachers, in consultation with parents, administrators, teachers, and pupil services personnel, will effectively identify students who may be at risk for failure or who are having difficulty in reading and math and provide additional educational assistance to individual students assessed as needing help in meeting the State's challenging student academic achievement standards.

Title I Program Overview

Title I, Part A is intended to help ensure that all children have the opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach proficiency on challenging state and academic standards and assessments.  The program focuses on promoting reform in high-poverty schools and ensures student access to scientifically-based instructional strategies and challenging academic content. 
There will be several Title I Committee meetings throughout the school year. Please make every effort to attend and provide us with valuable input as we work together to increase student achievement. In addition, numerous Title I sponsored parent workshops will be held to provide parents with value resources to assist their child at home. 
Visitors

For the safety of our students, ALL visitors who enter any Gwinnett County Public School must report to the front office to register.  You must wear a visitor sticker at all times while on school property.  Teachers have been instructed to monitor our visitors and to send those without a badge to the office to sign in.  Parents and visitors should make an appointment in order to meet with teachers, administrators, counselors, or to visit classrooms. When leaving the school, return to the front office to sign out.  We encourage parents to visit the school, but for the protection of all children, parents and visitors must follow these procedures. All visitors are expected to do their part to protect our children by complying with established procedures. Persons that insult or abuse school personnel in the presence of students, will be ordered to leave the premises.  Upon failure to do so, such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Walkers

Walkers must have written permission from their parents and do so at their own risk.  Please send written permission to your child’s teacher.  The school will not be responsible for supervision except at the crosswalk on school property.  For student safety, bikes are not permitted.

Withdrawals

When it becomes necessary for a student to withdraw from school, the teacher should be notified at least one week prior to the withdrawal date.  All textbooks, library books, or other school material must be returned, and lunch charges paid. A Withdrawal Form will be sent home on the last day of attendance and should be given to the new school upon enrollment.  When you arrive at your new school, you should sign a Records Release Form, which the new school will forward to Partee Elementary. Upon receiving the signed release of records from the transferring school, the student’s records will be transferred to officials of the new school if out of Gwinnett County.  If the student is transferring to another Gwinnett County Public School, the student’s file will be sent to the receiving school.
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This handbook contains an overview of our local policies, procedures, expectations and other important information that should answer many of the questions you may have about our school.  This handbook is also accessible at �HYPERLINK "http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/ParteeES"�www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/ParteeES�.
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