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Greetings Everyone and Happy Fall!

I hope that everyone has had a fantastic start to their PTA year and have great plans in the works for your students and families this year at your school.  It is hard to believe that we are all ready into the 2nd week of October – how time flies when you are having fun.  

We want to say a special thank you to all who were able to attend our Council/District Meetings on September 25th and 26th.  We had a great turnout with 125+ in attendance.  We hope you found the general sessions and breakout discussions informative and please remember to contact any council officer or committee chair should you have any questions over the next few months.

Again, please remember that we at the council level are here to assist you, our all-important local units.  The work that is done at the local level is what impacts our children, families and community on a daily basis – no action taken is too small or insignificant.  Remember, the countless hours you are dedicating to your PTA will insure not only a better education for your child, but all children in Gwinnett County and really, isn’t that what we are all about – every child?  

Everyone take care and enjoy this time –

Michelle Carter and Jennifer Cook

Gwinnett Council Co-Presidents

2006-2007

everychild.onevoice

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Our next Council Meeting will be

Tuesday, January 9th

6:30pm

Berkmar High School Cafeteria

Dinner will be served & children are welcome

· Information regarding a special speaker will be sent out as we get closer to the meeting.

· We will be electing our Nominating Committee for Council that evening – please be thinking if this is an area you would be willing to serve.
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Following is s list of local units that have not paid their Council dues as of 10/1/06:  

 

Alcova Elementary

Beaver Ridge Elementary

Berkmar High

Berkmar Middle

Chattahoochee Elementary

Cooper Elementary

Corley Elementary

Dacula High

Grayson High

Richard Hull Middle

Glenn C. Jones Middle

Knight Elementary

Lawrenceville Elementary

Lilburn Middle

Meadowcreek Elementary

Meadowcreek High

Mill Creek High

Rebecca Minor Elementary

Nesbit Elementary

Peachtree Elementary

Peachtree Ridge High

Louise Radloff Middle

Riverside Elementary

Rockbridge Elementary

Shiloh High

Simonton Elementary

Margaret Winn Holt Elementary



Dues are $180.  Checks should be made payable to Gwinnett PTA Council, and should be mailed to:

 
Michelle Smith, Treasurer

Gwinnett PTA Council

565 Weeping Willow Drive

Loganville, GA 30052

Michelle Smith
Treasurer, Gwinnett PTA Council
770-554-0893 (home)

770-329-0544 (cell) 
jsrlsmiths@yahoo.com
EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA

Once again Gwinnett County PTA and the Gwinnett Extension Service will be joining together to present the, “Growing Up and Understanding It” Series for boys and girls.  

More information will be forthcoming, but for planning purposes, the dates have been set for:

Thursday, January 25th – Girls Series

Tuesday, January 30th – Girl Series

Monday, January 29th – Boy Series

[image: image4.png]=
=
[}
=
1]
>
—
=
Q
g

SNOILY3 1434




Education and Literacy
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Hello everyone!  Well, it’s a new year and I hope everyone is off to a great start!  I am Bridget Dandaraw, your Education and Literacy coordinator for Gwinnett Council PTA!  As we all know, education and literacy are fundamental in the successful development of our children and one of the reasons PTA exists.  Enhancing our school’s curriculum should be on your priority list at all levels of education.  Statistics tell us that our educational level has profound effects on our potential to be a happy, productive adult.  The foundation for this starts now while our children are still in Pre-K through 12.  Local PTA’s can be extremely influential in positively developing a student’s connection between career and education.

Whether you hold a science fair, do a monthly history bulletin board, or produce educational 30 second skits to send to your local elementary schools – you are placing the building blocks for a productive future.  Doing so doesn’t have to be laborious or costly either.  

[image: image6.emf]
Some areas that you may want to browse are:

Science

www.fernbanksciencecenter.org – Fernbank Science Center

www.uga.edu/srel - University of Georgia’s Savannah River Ecology Laboratory

www.nasa.gov – NASA




Literacy

www.nea.org – National Education Association

www.nationalgeographic.com – National Geographic (Literacy and so much more!)

Need Math Help for your Middle and High Schooler?  See these sites!

http://mathworld.wolfram.com/  Math Help – High School

http://www.coolmath.com/   Cool Math – Math help Middle/High

http://www.sosmath.com/  SOS Math – Math Help Middle/High

Bridget Dandaraw

Gwinnett Council Education & Literacy Chair

678-985-3849

rizinfeeniks@yahoo.com
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Scrapbook News
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Is your school working on a SCRAPBOOK?

 

I encourage each school to create a scrapbook to preserve the memories of the school year.  A scrapbook is an awesome item to have on display in your school’s office or media center.

Make sure to ask your PTA chairs, parents and teachers to take pictures of any PTA events.  This will help to have many pictures to document the events.

[image: image9.wmf]April 20th is the date the scrapbooks need to be submitted for judging.  It will be here before you know it.

 

The scrapbooks will be judged in three areas:  elementary, middle and high school.  A first, second and third place award certificate given to the most outstanding scrapbooks.  Awards will be presented at the last Council business dinner meeting in May, where the scrapbooks will be on display.

 

If you need a Scrapbook Entry Form or any other information, please contact me at the email below.

Lisa Tartaglione

Gwinnett Council Scrapbook Chair

cropnlisa@comcast.net

Parent Resource

Update

I am always on the look-out for great resources that are free.  So I thought I’d share some of my best finds.  Whether you have a resource center or can just get some brochures out, it’s an easy way to get parents information that is helpful & convenient for them to use.

· www.edpubs.org – No Child Left Behind Series & other publications in English & Spanish

· http://ncadi.samhsa.gov  -Drug-Free information

· www.alcoholfreechildren.org 

· www.nichd.nih.gov – click on Health Information and again on publications.  There are many topics, but I usually choose “Parenting”.

· www.missingkids.com – information on Internet Safety & other parenting information to keep kids safe.

Please share any great sites with me so that I can share them with other parents. 

Carol Ranft

Gwinnett Council Parent Resources Chair

770-339-1872

cranft1@bellsouth.net
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Membership Report

Everyone's membership drives should be in full swing and should continue the entire school year.  A PTA membership is a powerful voice for the children of Georgia.  We all need to make a commitment to build our membership base at our local units.  Make membership growth a priority in 2006-2007.  

Be sure to remember the membership awards.  Membership awards provide every local unit with several opportunities to be recognized for the work you do to build a strong membership base for your school and community.   Membership is not limited to those people who have children attending a particular school.   Membership awards for the month of October are: 

Gold Membership Certificate:  Awarded to all PTAs reporting Target Membership submitted to Georgia PTA by the last business day in October.

Male Membership Award:  Certificate awarded to PTAs with ten male memberships per grade level for the Month of October.  Submitted to Georgia PTA by the last business day in October.

Oak Tree Membership Award:  Awarded to PTAs having 100% staff membership by the last business day in October.  Staff includes principal, administrative staff, clerical staff, custodians, social workers, counselors, cafeteria staff, etc.

Partnership Membership:  Awarded to PTAs having 25 or more partner members by the last business day in October.  Partners include, but are not limited to, business partners, police/fire department members, school board members and senior citizens.

This year our state goal is 334,914 members by March 31, 2007.  Each PTA is being challenged to increase membership by at least 5% over last year’s total.  

Be sure to review the National PTA Annual Resources for Membership Development, the membership section of the 2006-2007 Georgia PTA Leadership Handbook and both the National PTA (www.pta.org) and Georgia PTA (www.georgiapta.org) websites for assistance.

Please send me any membership ideas that have worked well for you as I would like to compile a new booklet of winning ideas.  Let me know if you have any questions or problems.  I am here to help!   

Increase those memberships.

Valerie McClendon

Gwinnett Council Membership Chair

678-417-5387

mccle01@aol.com
Valerie_McClendon@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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        Working Today for Our Children’s Tomorrow 

Environmental
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Greetings!

[image: image13.wmf]I hope you had a wonderful summer.  It is hard to believe that we are already into October.  I saw many of you at the new Gwinnett Environmental Heritage Center for the Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful meeting in late September.  It is a beautiful new facility, a terrific asset to Gwinnett.

[image: image14.emf]Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful and the Gwinnett PTA Council have had a strong partnership for 26 years.  Brenda McDaniel is the Education Coordinator for GC&B.  She will be communicating information to you throughout the year about environmental programs and projects.  Please send her your email address if you have not already done so.  If your PTA doesn't have an Environmental Chair, we hope you will find someone to fill this spot.  Until then please send Brenda your PTA president's email address so she can be sure you have the information you need.  Her email address is bmcdaniel@gwinnettcb.org .  

Each school also has a GC&B TAB representative (teacher advisory board.) They will be receiving information from Brenda as well.  If you don't know who the TAB rep is at your school, ask your principal.  We encourage our TAB rep and PTA Environmental Chair to work together on projects and programs at their school.  Talk to your TAB rep about the Environmental Profile, this would be a great project for both of you to work on together.

Please don't hesitate to contact Brenda or myself with any questions.  We are here to help!

Mary Root

Gwinnett Council Environmental Chair

678-475-6632

maryrroot@aol.com 

Legislative Report

B – I – N – G – O
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For all you bingo-playing PTAs...you can host all the bingo games you want.  Senate Bill 0545, signed on 4/21/06, states that non-profit organizations such as PTAs can hold bingo games.

This is just one more reason to bookmark Capitol Watch and check it out daily during the legislative session.  Go to www.georgiapta.org, choose the Issues & Advocacy pull-down, choose Capitol Watch, then click the button.  Explore it this fall before things heat up next session:  poke through all the pull-downs, see if your address works on the District Lookup, check out your legislators, sign up for the Grassroots Network.  It’s a kick, and you’ll be a pro by opening day on January 8, 2007.

SPLOST Update
 

At our meeting on Monday night, 9/25, the Gwinnett Council of PTAs unanimously passed a resolution in favor of renewing the education SPLOST which will appear at the VERY BOTTOM of your ballot on the November 7 election.  The Council resolution allows every local PTA unit to advocate that its members vote YES to renew the education SPLOST penny sales tax in Gwinnett County.
 

OKAY, NOW WHAT?  There are several things your PTA unit can do to promote the SPLOST at your school, and I urge you to do as many of them as you can.  Our schools really need this funding source!



 

Pass your own local resolution
 

Use your PTA resources to get the word out, but do NOT use school resources
· Talk with your principal first before you do any promotion on campus.  They are very aware of what's permitted and what's not.  Be prepared for your principal to say no and be ready to find other creative ways to get the word out to your school community. 

· Use PTA mailing lists to send SPLOST campaign materials directly to your members, not school lists.  Don't send campaign materials home from school in book bags (which is really tough on elementary schools with Friday folders, but that's the law). 

· Don't use school copiers.  Use PTA or outside copiers. 

· Distribute campaign materials during PTA meetings -- that way it's our materials going to our members at our shindig.  
· Mail your PTA newsletter containing SPLOST promotion material.  If your PTA newsletter is sent home with students, you may report that the Council or your local unit passed a SPLOST resolution, but you may not urge readers to vote “Yes”.  Otherwise you would be using school resources to distribute information.  If you've already mailed your fall newsletter, it is worth it to send out a one-page special edition for this.  Really.  And you can always hand out SPLOST promotional information off school grounds in your neighborhood and elsewhere, with the property owner's permission, of course.

Legislative News, cont.

· Use your PTA website.  You can direct parents to your website from flyers or newsletters.  But again, if those flyers are distributed from school, make sure they are strictly informational --they may urge readers to vote, but if they come from school, they can't urge folks to vote Yes.
Promote voting and voter registration at your school.
Voter registration and Get Out The Vote activities are not just allowed by PTA; they are strongly encouraged.
 

Contact me if you have any questions

 I'll be happy to work with you on drafting a resolution, advocating from the Council resolution, or hooking you up with a member of the SPLOST Campaign Committee to speak at a PTA function.
 

Let's get busy!
 

Rebecca Branstetter
Legislation & Advocacy Chair

Gwinnett Council of PTAs

770-513-6152
krbranstetter@mindspring.com
everychild.onevoice.
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Reflections Update

“My Favorite Place…”

The 2006-2007 Reflections Program is in full swing. So far, we have 68 schools participating and are hoping for more. It is not too late to participate in the program this year, please contact the Council Chair for more information. 

This year we have two new categories, Video Production and Dance Choreography in addition to the established categories of Music, Visual Arts, Photography and Literature. The Council is looking for judges to help out in all categories. If you or someone you know would be interested in judging these wonderful works of art, please let us know as soon as possible. 

[image: image17.emf]We are also in need of volunteers to help display the art and help during the exhibition. If you can only spare an hour or two, that would be great. Please let us know if you can help out.

The Reflections Program is a wonderful way to encourage the inner artist in your students. It is a chance for them to shine. Students love seeing their work on display at the Hudgens Center and nothing is more rewarding than seeing the pride they take in their work.

If you are interested in judging or volunteering, please contact Kimberly Schulte at the phone number or email address below.

Thank you,

Kimberly Schulte

Gwinnett PTA Council Reflections Chair

678-985-3256

Reflections06@bellsouth.net

What’s Happening in Gwinnett?

Thanks to the following schools for sharing news of their projects and events!  

You can share what’s happening at your school by detailing a successful program or accomplishment and sending a recap to Communications Chair, Wendy Warder at the email address below.  The next issue of Our Community will be emailed at the end of January 2007.  Plan to share your local unit news with other county schools through our Council newsletter!

Wendy Warder

Gwinnett Council Communications Chair

770-979-6860

thewarders@comcast.net
Benefield Elementary

PTA happenings at Benefield this fall include:
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Annual Fall Festival

October 21, 2006
OPEN TO COMMUNITY

11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
School Holiday Shoppe

December 4-8, 2006
PTA Holiday Dinner with Entertainment

December 7, 2006
6:30 p.m.
 

Raylene Broussard
Benefield PTA Co-President
airtech@mindspring.com
770-277-8487




Camp Creek Elementary

Camp Creek Elementary is off to a fantastic start. We are working hard to make this year as successful as 2005-2006. Last year we earned 2 PTA membership awards (Early Bird Certificate and the Centennial Pin), and we qualified for the Oak Tree Award.  We placed first in the scrapbook competition (for schools under 1150 students), and third place for both Parent/Family Involvement and Arts in Education.  We also received the Horizon Award. This year our PTA has reached over 90% participation with 974 members as of Sept.18th.  With our Male Membership drive just around the corner we know we will continue to grow! 

[image: image19.emf]To start the year off right, our Hospitality committee provided a “Welcome Back” lunch for the staff.  The kids (and some parents) have already enjoyed a fun filled Skate Night with another night planned for November.  Our only selling fundraiser of the year, Sally Foster, was a great success. The students and parents worked hard to raise funds to help pay for the many activities we provide. 

The Back to School Celebration in early September was a big hit. We had hundreds of children and parents show up for pizza, dancing, face painting and more. Our Parent / Family Life Committee has also planned a Free Family Movie Night for this October. We’ll have free popcorn, a few games and a great movie to watch under the stars. 

What’s Happening at…

Camp Creek (cont.)

With construction of our new addition complete, our Clean and Beautiful Committees has been very busy planning new landscaping and rejuvenating our outdoor class room.  A family work day is planned for early October.  Red Ribbon Week is just around the corner and will include a Red Rally Day where each student is encouraged to wear red. On Pledge Day a banner is hung in the hallway for each student to sign as a reminder to stay away from drugs. Other daily activities are planned as well.

Our students are busy with extracurricular activities sponsored by the PTA such as Accelerated Reader, Sunshine Math and the Reflections program. Our students will be earning hats, star pins, and Paw pins for participating in AR.   The Sunshine Math is continuing with weekly worksheets. Each student who completes all 12 weekly worksheets will be invited to an ice cream party in December.  It is a great way to improve the student’s math skills.  We had over 100 entries in our Reflections program last year and hope to exceed this number this fall. We had 20 school winners who proceeded to the county competition last year.  All entrants are rewarded with an ice cream party and their artwork is displayed in the school for all to see. 

We are excited about our school year at Camp Creek and continue working towards our goal of making a positive influence on every child. 

Anna Partlow

Camp Creek PTA Co-President
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Cooper Elementary

W.J. Cooper Elementary has a new building project - construction of an innovative outdoor classroom.  With the expansion of our school and removal of trailers, it has created an ideal space for an outdoor learning environment for our children.  The PTA has committed to assist the principal, Dr. Phil Epperson, in its construction by actively seeking community sponsors for such an endeavor.  We welcome dialogue with businesses or persons who feel they may be able to make this a reality.  For further information, please contact the PTA at WJCooperPTA@aol.com.

Christie Williams, Cooper PTA Co-President
Craig Elementary

Craig Elementary PTA is off to another great year.  We began the year by successfully implementing some ideas gained through networking at county council meetings.  We combined membership, yearbook and student classroom donations on a single form during Open House.  The addition of student classroom donations to this form resulted in a great increase in participation.  You can learn a lot of things at those county meetings!

We just completed a banner fundraiser, topping last year’s numbers and guaranteeing us the ability to fund the many educational enrichment and parent involvement programs at Craig.  

We are currently in the midst of a Scholastic Book Fair.  The PTA sponsored a Brunch & Learn on Reading Strategies as well as a Kindergarten Parent Meeting and a New Parent Meeting.  

What’s Happening at…

Craig Elementary (cont.)
In preparation for cold and flu season, Leslie Ross, our Health, Safety & Nutrition chair has conducted a Germbusters program for Kindergarten and first grade.  She is also getting geared up for a fun and informative Red Ribbon Week.  

[image: image21.emf]We’ve enjoyed community building activities such as Skate Night and look forward to our Fall Social, a Sock Hop on Oct. 27.  November will bring the first of six cultural arts performers scheduled by our chairs, Cathy Carson and Harriet Woodward.  We’ve got lots of exciting activities going on at Craig.  Stay tuned for more!

Donna Cook, Craig Elementary PTA

Duncan Creek Elementary

On September 28, 2006 Duncan Creek Elementary School PTA will host “A Night Under the Stars”. All students, families, staff and surrounding community are invited to come and enjoy the music, games and food planned for this event.  Festivities will begin at 6:30pm on the front lawn of the school.  The students are encouraged to dance and have a great time with their teachers and friends. 

 

This is an annual event organized after the beginning of the school year by the PTA. The event provides new and returning families an opportunity to get to know school staff as well as each other and to learn more about their school.  

 

Tara Petracco 

PTA President, Duncan Creek Elementary 




Grayson Elementary

[image: image22.emf]
Father/Son Cookout – September 15th
Over 350 were in attendance for our first Father/Son Cookout. We had a great evening with perfect weather. Dads and sons enjoyed hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, lemonade and dessert and then competed against each other in sports activities, including trivia contests. 

Food Drive – September 25th
This program is to help remind each child that they are important in our community and every child can make a difference by bringing in donations that help support others in need.   Our first food drive for this year will be held on Monday, September 25. Each grade will be asked to bring specific food donations. 

Please help your children understand that their food donations make a big difference to other children and their families who are in need of food and support from our community. 


Parent Resource Night – October 9th
Grayson Elementary PTA presents our first Parent Resource Night. PTA members receive a free pizza dinner in the cafeteria, followed by a short meeting in the gym with entertainment by our Kindergarten students. Parents will then go to their choice of education-based seminar while elementary school-age children enjoy supervised activities in the gym. 

What’s Happening at…

Grayson Elementary (cont.)
Parent Resource Seminars include: 

“School Communication – Making the Most of Parent-Teacher Conferences”

“M.A.T.H. - Math around the House: How to use everyday household items to develop and strengthen your child’s mathematical skills”


“How to Get Your Child to Love Reading”

“Homework Tips”

Sandi Porter

Grayson Elementary PTA

770-962-6766

Harbins Elementary

Harbins Elementary School PTA is hosting...

[image: image23.emf]
"Movie under the Stars"

October 13, 2006

Featuring:  Curious George - Show Me the Monkey

5-9pm.  Movie will begin at dark

Admission:  $2.00 per person

Pre-Movie Entertainment, Moon Walk, Face Painting, Food

Tammy Bryant

Harbins PTA President

Tammynatlanta@hotmail.com
Kanoheda Elementary

[image: image24.emf]Kanoheda Elementary applied for and was awarded a grant from Kaboom to build a playground at the school.  The build day is November 18, 2006!

Veverly Gibbs

PTA Co-President

Magill Elementary

Magill plans to host our first annual Spring Carnival on April 28, 2007.  Any suggestions from carnival "veterans" would be very much appreciated!  

Vandy Dixon (vjdix@bellsouth.net)

Misty Palmer-Claybon
JC Magill PTA Presidents

Mason Elementary

Mason has had a great start to the year! 

We jumped right into the thick of things and kicked-off our annual fundraiser.  This was our second year hosting the “Mason-on-the-Move” fun run through Boosterthon Enterprises.  The kids were so excited and had a great time running their laps. 

Now for the fun part!  We have starting researching how we are going to spend our money.  Part of it will go to creating an inviting environment for our “Learning Cottages.”  Last year we installed brick pavers and door awnings to keep the kids a little dryer on rainy 

What’s Happening at…

Mason Elementary (cont.)
days.  Since we have added additional Learning Cottages, we plan to finish those

areas as well.  Our Mason PTA will strive to do our best to work with our wonderful Principal, Paula Deweese, to determine what is most needed for and will have the most lasting effects on our school.  

At the end of August, we had three very well attended Curriculum Nights.  Now that our parents are prepared for the year, we can better assist our students in succeeding in the year to come.  We have already held one Walk and Roll to school and are looking forward to five more through out the year.  This event is used to encourage kids to either walk to school or ride their bikes to school.  Our program was started through Safe Routes to School.  After they finished their portion of the program, we decided to keep on rolling.  We generally have up to 100 walkers and bikers for each event.  We have seen a number of students, and parents, walking and biking to school on a regular basis – until we adopted this program, we only had a few individuals using this healthy mode of transportation.  Now we have quite a few regulars.  

Our Family Life committee just held another successful Bingo Bonanza night – the kids loved the teacher’s silent auction.  Who wouldn’t want to have a movie or ice cream party with their favorite teacher??  

As I write this article, Mason is preparing to march in the Duluth Fall Festival parade.  The students are excited about wearing their Mason spirit wear and throwing candy to the crowd.  We are proud to recognize 




and honor our teacher of the year, Ms. Deborah Cureton, in the parade.  

We have accomplished a lot already this year and we’ve had a lot of fun so far.  We will take a break in October and November to prepare for all that fun testing.  Aside from a few Walk and Roll to school events, PTA Board meetings and our Book Fair, testing will be our focus.  

With the holidays quickly approaching, we will offer our students a chance to shop for their friends and family at the Holiday Gift Shop that is sponsored annually by our PTA.  This will lead us into our winter break when we can sit back and relax, spend some time with family and friends and re-energized for the second half of the year.  

Boy, time flies when you are having fun!!!  We, the entire PTA board at Mason Elementary, love our job and we never forget that – It’s all about the kids!  GO MUSTANGS!

Johna Porter, Mason PTA Co-President

[image: image25.emf]Riverside Elementary

The Riverside Elementary PTA theme for the year is “Blast Off to Learning & Fun” and the parents and teachers have helped the students do just that.

We kicked off the year with a Board of Directors Meet & Greet with the administration and welcomed the entire faculty and staff back with a PTA sponsored “Welcome Back Breakfast” during pre-planning week.

What’s Happening at…

Riverside Elementary (cont.)

Our 2nd annual Riverside Run for Kids was a HUGE success. The RRFK is our only fundraiser for the year and it is run completely by parent and staff volunteers. It inspires a sense of school spirit throughout the whole school and community, raises money to support all the important programs that our PTA provides and it’s FUN for the kids and everyone involved. Best of all, Riverside keeps all the proceeds without having to pay a percentage to any third party company.  Parent and staff volunteer support was overwhelming this year and the RRFK is certain to be a long-standing Riverside tradition.

The Riverside Fall Festival is scheduled for Friday, October 20, 2006 and promises to be a night of fun and entertainment for the whole family.  There will be games and inflatables for the kids to enjoy, a silent gift basket auction and the Varsity catering to satisfy our big fall appetites.  The room parents and students are excited about unveiling their teacher scarecrows that they have created to look like their teacher.  Reflections entries will be on display at the festival and the winners will be awarded at a ceremony that evening.

Also in the Riverside PTA lineup for fall is Teacher Lunch & Learn, 5th Grade Bingo Party, our annual canned food drive and the very popular Dad’s Club Movie Night.

2006 is already proving to be a stellar year for the Riverside Rockets and we are looking forward to even more “Fun and Learning” in the winter and spring!

Maria Cleveland, Riverside PTA



Simonton Elementary

The Simonton Elementary PTA has recruited over 400 members for the 2006-2007 school year thus far and still climbing.  Our goal is 100% membership!  The Simonton PTA hosted Curriculum Night where toys, 
balloons and ice cream were given to new and existing PTA members.  In addition, we held a drawing for a free bike!   

[image: image26.emf]
Simonton students and staff have raised over $7,000 from our Red Apple Morley fall fundraiser.  These funds will be used to purchase Playground Equipment, recreational Games for use during recess, Rewards Reception for Honor Students, host Coffee Bars for the Simonton Staff, and much more.

Our upcoming events are:

Let's Play - October 7, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. Students and families are welcome to come out and exercise.  We will have basketball, jump roping, soccer, relays, and other fun activities.

Pizza Bingo - October 12, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.

We would like to thank Chick-fil-A (Pike Street), Steak & Shake (Lawrenceville-Suwanee) and Airgas (Norcross) for supporting Simonton PTA.

Catrina Jones & Wendy Aspinall

Simonton Elementary PTA Co-Presidents

What’s Happening at…

Sugar Hill Elementary 
[image: image27.emf]
Third Annual Sugar Hill Elementary PTA Golf Tournament was held September 15 at the Sugar Hill Golf Club on Suwanee Dam Road.  It was perfect golfing weather and not only did we have a lot fun, but we raised a lot funds!  Once we settle a few outstanding amounts, we will have raised $14,000.  $10,000 is being given to the new science lab to buy much needed equipment and supplies.  The balance is going to the PTA general budget to help fund all of the other programs.    

Many thanks to all our golfers and sponsors especially Jersey Mike’s in Suwanee for donating lunch and our Eagle Sponsors: Craftsman Custom Cabinets and Bowen Family Homes and our Team Sponsors:  Millard Bowen Communities (2-teams); United Waste; Fenski Automotive, Anchor Alarm Center, Precision Planning, Coliseum Tile and all the parents and teachers that provided the grade level theme baskets.  The baskets generated the most interest and money in the silent auction.   A full list of the golfers and sponsors will be on www.sugarhilleagles.org by October 1. 

The PTA started the tournament three years ago as a way to get the community involved in helping the school fulfill needs outside their budget.   The first year we raised $6,000 to help put in a computer lab, the second year we raised $11,000 which went toward a Literacy Initiative whose purchases included Orff Instruments for our new music teacher, Accelerated Reader books and tests for




 the library and T-Shirts for our award winning Reader Rally team and Odyssey of the Mind Teams.    

The fun and funds have grown every year and the tournament is something that the school and community look forward to every year.  We appreciate the support that the business community and the City of Sugar Hill have provided and we look forward to many more successful tournaments in the future.

Lisa Ramsay 

Co-President, Sugar Hill Elementary PTA 

Phone: 770-360-1623

Suwanee Elementary

The Suwanee Elementary PTA has been very busy this year planning many activities for our school. 

We just had our Fall Fundraiser selling JAXCO products.  We hope to bring in enough funds to purchase more SmartBoards for our school.  This is the latest and greatest in technology to enhance instruction and assessment. 

[image: image28.emf]
Coming up on October 28th, we will have our annual Fall Festival.  This is a huge event for the whole family and will be held on school grounds.  We will have games, prizes, rides, vendors, food, a dunking booth, and many other activities.  We will also have a silent auction for parents to bid on many themed baskets.

What’s Happening at…  

Suwanee Elementary (cont.)

The 5th Grade Celebration committee is pleased to announce that their plans are underway for a wonderful, memorable awards ceremony that will be held May 22nd at 6:30 pm.  “Class of 2007” t-shirts have been ordered for students and teachers to enjoy throughout the year.  

Our Membership Chair is getting her committee fired up and they are having ice cream parties for the 2 classes having the highest membership numbers.  The kids get very excited about this.  

Junior Achievement kicks off in late October for the 3rd consecutive year.  Each year, parents volunteer to conduct the program in our classrooms.  We have reached 93% of students in the each of the past two years and we hope to reach even more this year. 

Our Reflections Chair has been very involved in promoting the Reflections Program.  Entries have been turned in and winners will receive a trophy.  

Our Teacher & Staff Appreciation Committee continues to provide lunch for the staff each month.  The lunch is provided by parents or is catered. 

Our Dad’s Club continues to grow each year.  They have been responsible for providing hard labor for activities such as the Fall Festival and plan on making school improvements on the outside.  

Our Family Nights Committee has planned several Skate Nights throughout the year and we will have a BINGO Night in January.  

[image: image29.emf]In February, we will have a Sock Hop.  Children come dressed in their best 50’s attire and enjoy face painting, dancing, and food.  

We are very excited about the activities we have planned for this year and are fortunate to have so many wonderful and involved parents.

Suwannee Elementary PTA Officers

Taylor Elementary

Taylor PTA is off to a great start!  We began our year by assisting the front office in preparing Registration packets to be mailed before the start of school.  Taylor PTA sponsored a Membership Luncheon during pre-planning for our Administration, Teachers and Staff to welcome them back to school and encourage their membership and support of PTA.

Our school year began with an Open House that allowed Students and Parents to come meet their teachers and visit their classrooms.  At this event, PTA had a Membership table available and also sold Taylor spirit wear.  Taylor PTA encourages school spirit by sponsoring “Spirit Wear Day” every Monday for both Students and Teachers.

What’s Happening at…

Taylor Elementary (cont.)

[image: image30.emf]PTA kicked off our annual Fundraiser on August 28, 2006.  From feedback we received from Parents, PTA decided to take a break from traditional product sales and selected Booster Enterprises for this year’s fundraiser.  Our Fun Run was held on September 7, 2006 and was a great day filled with fun, exercise, music and character building traits all to benefit our school.  This year’s fundraiser was well received by our Teachers, Students and Families from beginning to end and was a great success for our PTA.

Taylor PTA held its annual Membership Dance on September 15, 2006.  The event is free for PTA Members and their families, and memberships are available at the event as well.  We had a spaghetti supper prior to the Dance and a DJ provided music and games to entertain the crowd.

[image: image31.emf]Another Taylor PTA tradition is Family Movie Night, which will be held October 27, 2006.  PTA brings in a large inflatable movie screen and set it up on our playground.  Families bring lawn chairs and we have food and drinks (and of course, popcorn) available for purchase.  This is a great Family event that is always very well attended, and tops off Male Membership Month.




Taylor PTA also has a Family Game Night scheduled for November as well as our Annual Santa Breakfast in December.  PTA also sponsors Skate Night one night each month with a drawing held at the end of the school year for a new pair of skates.

Taylor PTA feels very fortunate to have Parents, Teachers, Administrators and especially Students who support our great school and the work being done by PTA.

Alicia Trager
Taylor PTA Co-President

Creekland Middle

Creekland Middle School PTA recently sponsored The Academy Theatre's renowned, 15-year running, Artists-In-Schools Tour Team featuring the acclaimed violence-prevention play BULLIES AND BYSTANDERS.

Four professional actors taught our 6th graders (all 900+ of them!) the lessons of bullying prevention, how to help a victim, and how to be a peacemaker with a large group assembly and smaller classroom workshops.

Carol Ranft

Creekland Middle PTA

What’s Happening at…

Five Forks Middle

The PTA calendar at Five Forks Middle School (FFMS) is packed with lots of fun, educational and exciting events this year.  We started the year by hosting a ‘Welcome Back Skate Night’ at Skate-A-Long for the students.
We also have our monthly Chick-Fil-A Spirit Nights on the calendar.  This year we will highlight a sundae bar, the Chick-Fil-A cow will be in attendance and there will be drawings for free coupons during each Spirit Night event.  We appreciate that Chick-Fil-A donates 10% of the total sales back to our PTA.  

[image: image32.emf]On Wednesday, October 25th our PTA will be hosting a “Pizza with a Purpose” dinner along with a speaker on Alcohol Awareness and issues that face our middle school children.  Students will be encouraged to attend with their parents.

Beginning November 1 we will launch our PTA fundraiser.  This year we are excited to be working with the Entertainer Books.  We have been offered some incredible incentives and we are looking forward to this fundraiser being a BIG success!  

The FFMS PTA was happy to provide a “Teacher of the Year” parking space sign for our teacher to enjoy.  Congratulations Ms. Crews! 


 

October is PTA Male Membership Month and the FFMS PTA has an exciting give away to encourage additional male members.  Our PTA will be giving away Thrashers tickets to one lucky FFMS male PTA member on November 1st. 

Holly Melton 
PTA Vice President, Five Forks Middle
770-638-0727 (H) 678-300-3697 (C)
hmelton112@aol.com
Hull Middle

This has already been an exciting year as the PTSA has been actively involved in celebrating Hull’s 10-year anniversary.  We were honored to help host a wonderful celebration on September 10th that included local dignitaries, 10-year staff members and former administration.  Two paintings were given to the school in honor of the anniversary that included a small piece from each student at Hull.

We just hosted our first social for the 7th grade and are very busy finishing up a very successful fundraiser, collecting entries for Reflections, and preparing for our Book Fair.  

Our PIT Crew, Parent Involvement Team, is actively putting our parent volunteers together and is geared up to help all of our teachers have a successful year.  

What’s Happening at…

Hull Middle, (cont.)


We are excited about our first general meeting on January 30th where we will be presenting a program on Internet predators with members from the GBI’s Internet Task Force along with local citizens who have been victims of Internet predators.  

We are presently reviewing, discussing and revising our goals and initiatives for the year and are looking forward to working closely with teachers and staff to improve Hull and help them have another successful 10 years.

Tami Dillard

President, Hull Middle School PTSA

770-814-9798

tamikdillard@yahoo.com
Snellville Middle

THE SOUTH GWINNETT CLUSTER “COMETS”

WHERE “FIRST COMES LEARNING”

Snellville Middle School (SMS) PTA is off to a great start in 2006-2007, with over 2100 students and growing, each event will be a major move. This year PTA is focusing on Dedicated Parents + Dedicated Teachers and Staff + Determined Students = Success in 2006-2007. 




SMS PTA was happy to participate in the Teacher of the year presentation where Ms Cathy Griffin was named SMS’ Teacher of the Year. PTA President Michael Ell was pleased to present Ms Griffin with a gift of love from the SMS PTA. 

Our PTA fundraiser this year did not only help financially but was a lot of fun for all students. Still to come from our fundraiser is our treasure hunt, lunch on the fur bus and a trip to the pucker powder machine. We are also looking forward to our family night on October 30th at Stevi B’s Pizza; this night will be filled with fun, games and families getting together. 
SMS will be entering the many works of our students in the Reflections fine arts program. PTA will also sponsor a fine arts reception for all of our student participants in February. 

Michael W. Ell

Snellville Middle PTA President

Peachtree Ridge High School


PTSA members provided volunteer help for the Reading Across the Ridge event 
held September 1, 2006.  The PTSA also sold Dippin Dots, donuts and water as 
a fundraiser during the event and will donate over $1000.00 to the media 
center to purchase new books.

Kay Vandiver
Co-Vice President
Peachtree Ridge HS PTSA

(770) 713-1191

What’s Happening at…

Lawrenceville Elementary

LES launched its spirit wear drive on Thursday, September 28, 2006. This drive  took place onsite and a vast array of merchandise was made available for purchase to teachers and staff members alike. Students will be able to order their spirit wear gear throughout the month of October. What a wonderful opportunity for the parents and staff to show their dedication and pride in the accomplishments of Lawrenceville Elementary School.
Out with the old and in with the new, is just one of Lawrenceville Elementary School’s themes for the 2006-2007 school year. In recognition of this theme, we will be hosting our very first Community Flea Market on November 4th in the Lawrenceville Elementary school parking lot. In the event of inclement weather, the makeup day for this event will be the following Saturday, November 11th.
At this event, vendors will be able to purchase a booth space for a nominal fee and will be allowed to keep all proceeds of their sale. This PTA sponsored event is the first of its kind in our area and is a great way to meet- and-greet community members. 
We will also be hosting our annual cookie dough sale. This fundraiser is set to begin in mid October and will run through the end of the month. There will be so many wonderful treats to choose from including delicious choices of prepared cheesecakes. 




This just the beginning of a fantastic year for LES! We have a great staff who takes pride in educating some of the best children in Gwinnett County. We are excited about this school year and look forward to working with our parents and community members to make this school year one in which education is our primary goal!

Shanda Short         

Co-President 

Lawrenceville Elementary PTA

Shelle_Short@yahoo.com


IMPORTANT DATES

October 23-31
Red Ribbon Week

October 23

School Bus Driver Appreciation Day

October 31

Deadline for Membership submission for awards consideration




(Gold, Male Membership, Oak Tree, Partnership)

November 7

Election Day (School Holiday)

November 22-24
Thanksgiving Holiday

December 21 –

January 1

Winter Break

January 9

Council Dinner Meeting – 6:30pm – Berkmar High Cafeteria

January 19

Article Deadline for Our Community Volume 2

January 25

Growing up and Understanding it – Girl Series

January 29

Growing up and Understanding it – Boy Series

January 30

Growing up and Understanding it – Girl Series

January 30

Our Community email distribution (Volume 2)

April 16

12th District Spring Conference

April 20

Scrapbook Deadline 






Article Deadline for Our Community Volume 3

April 30

Our Community email distribution (Volume 3)

Gwinnett Council
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"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has."





Margaret Mead
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“You know what makes great leadership?  It is the ability to get men to do what they don't want to do, and like it"


                           


Harry S. Truman














“Let everything you do be done as if it makes a difference.”
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