
A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT
For Gwinnett Medical Center’s 

Certificate of Need Application for Open Heart Services

 WHEREAS: Gwinnett County, Georgia, is home to an estimated 776,000 citizens— over eight percent of the 
State’s total population in 2006— and is on pace to become Georgia’s largest county by 2010; and

 WHEREAS: Gwinnett County is the most populous county in the United States that does not offer its 
residents access to open heart surgery and related procedures within its borders; and

 WHEREAS: The open heart programs that are available in smaller surrounding counties are not accessible to 
Gwinnett County residents in a timely manner due to distance and severe traffic challenges; and

 WHEREAS: The nearest facility offering open heart services for Gwinnett County citizens is 24 miles and no 
less than 30 minutes’ drive time from Gwinnett Medical Center in ideal conditions; and

 WHEREAS: Over 8,000 people are treated annually for cardiac-related issues in Gwinnett Medical Center’s 
main emergency department; and

 WHEREAS: Over 12 percent of the open heart surgeries performed in the 20-county metro-Atlanta area in 
2005 involved patients from Gwinnett County; and

 WHEREAS: Gwinnett Medical Center is recognized nationally for its clinical excellence, ranking in the top five 
percent of hospitals in the country in this regard; and 

  
 WHEREAS: State law requires that a hospital seeking to provide open heart services file a Certificate of Need 

application, and said Certificate of Need is being actively pursued by Gwinnett Medical Center on 
behalf of the citizens of Gwinnett County.

 THEREFORE: Be it resolved, that the Gwinnett County Board of Education does hereby endorse and support 
without qualification Gwinnett Medical Center’s efforts to obtain a Certificate of Need from the 
State Department of Community Health for an Open Heart Surgery Program, thereby addressing 
a significant health concern and need facing the citizens of Gwinnett County, Georgia.
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