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Gwinnett teacher dances summer away  
 

     Three weeks of tap dancing in 2 ½-inch heels for eight to 10 hours a day. That’s how 

Gwinnett teacher Anna D’Antonio spent part of her summer as a choreographer for a 

production at one of the nation’s most prominent regional theaters.  

     The Brookwood High dance instructor has been dancing most of her life and after a 10 

year break from professional dance, she returned to the stage over the summer. She 

choreographed a musical starring Tom Wopat, a Tony-nominated Broadway performer and 

star of the “Dukes of Hazzard” television show. 

     The same skills and dedication that she brings to the classroom were under the spotlight at 

the Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera as she choreographed “42nd Street.” In just a week and a 

half, Ms. D’Antonio put the show together leading an ensemble of top students and 

graduates from musical theater programs at colleges and universities including those at 

Carnegie Mellon, Cincinnati Conservatory, University of Michigan, and Point Park 

University.  

     The Point Park University graduate is currently the lead teacher for dance for Gwinnett 

County Public Schools and on her 11th year as dance instructor at Brookwood High. 

Brookwood was the first GCPS high school to offer dance classes a decade ago. The program 

has become so popular that students audition for most classes. The curriculum includes a 

comprehensive anatomy class, and both American and European History. Dancers must 

develop focus, discipline, time management, self-assessment skills, and engage in 

cooperative learning to be successful. Ms D’Antonio plans to use this summer experience to 

teach her students about how enjoyable but challenging the work is, as well as the 

professionalism, work ethic, and self discipline all dancers must have.  

     Anna D’Antonio holds a Bachelor’s degree in dance from Point Park University in 

Pittsburgh, PA, Certification in K-12 Dance Education from UGA, and a Masters in Health 

Sciences from the University of Alabama. 
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