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Students do well on CRCT, meeting state promotion requirement 
Preliminary results from the Criterion-Referenced Competency Test (CRCT) show that 

Gwinnett County 3rd and 5th grade students are meeting and exceeding the state’s 

expectations. At both grade levels, the vast majority of Gwinnett students—more than 

90% on the required subtests-- met the state’s promotion requirements. 

     Georgia requires 3rd and 5th grade students to score at Performance Levels 2 or 3—

meeting or exceeding the state standard-- in order to earn promotion to the next grade 

level. Third graders must meet or exceed the standard on the reading subtest. At the 5th 

grade level, the reading and math subtests are used as a requirement for promotion. This is 

the second year that CRCT reading scores have been a promotion criterion for 3rd graders, 

and the first year that CRCT reading and math scores have been used as promotion criteria 

for 5th graders. 

3rd Grade Results 

 Of the 10,655 Gwinnett 3rd graders tested, 93.4% met the reading promotion criterion.  

 Gwinnett students continue to show strong reading ability. A higher percentage 

(93.4%) met the state’s reading promotion requirement this year, compared to 93% 

during the April 2004 administration.  

 Additionally, Gwinnett saw a gain in 3rd graders achieving at the highest level. The 

percentage of students scoring in the Level 3 range rose from 52% in April 2004, to 

57% in April 2005.  

5th Grade Results 

 Of the 10,794 5th grade test-takers, 91.6% met the reading promotion criteria, scoring 

in Levels 2 and 3.  

 Gwinnett 5th graders exhibited strong reading ability, with 50.5% of them achieving at 

the highest performance level (Level 3). 

In math, 91.2% of 5th graders met the state’s promotion criteria. The 2005 results show an 

increase from April 2004, when 89% of 5th graders scored in Performance Level 2 or 3 in 

math. 

 The percentage of 5th graders achieving at the highest level in math rose 11.7 

percentage points, with 40.7% of test-takers scoring at Performance Level 3 compared  
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 to 29% in April 2004. 
 

     School system leaders are pleased with students’ strong performance at both grade 

levels. “This year’s CRCT results are evidence that great teaching and learning are 

occurring in Gwinnett classroom,” says CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks. 

“Outstanding instruction, combined with a strong local curriculum that goes beyond 

the state’s expectations, are helping Gwinnett students achieve at even higher levels. 

We have a changing student population; however, our expectations have not changed. 

We believe all students can learn, and we continue to work with our students to help 

them succeed academically. The achievement information gained from assessments 

like the CRCT is critical as our teachers work with students to identify and address 

their weaknesses and enhance their strengths.” 
 

CRCT Background Information: 

     Gwinnett students in grades 1-8 took the state-mandated CRCT in April. The tests 

measure what students know and should be able to do at their grade level in three content  

areas— reading, English/language arts, and mathematics. Students in grades 3-8 also were 

assessed in science and social studies.  

     On the CRCT, a student’s performance is expressed as a scale score. Scale scores range 

from 150 to 450 for each grade and content area, and fall into one of three performance 

levels: 

Level 1— Does Not Meet the Standard (Scores below 300— Student performance was not as 

strong as educators would expect from a student on grade-level at the end of the school year.) 

Level 2— Meets the Standard (Scores from 300 to 349— Student performance was typical of 

what educators would expect from a grade-level student at the end of the school year.) 

Level 3— Exceeds the Standard (Scores at or above 350— Performance was stronger than 

what a typical grade-level student would be expected to do at the end of the school year.) 

 

Information on summer school and retest for students scoring at Level I 

     Students’ families were notified as the school year ended of their child’s CRCT results. 

3rd and 5th grade students scoring at Level 1 on the required subtests must pass a summer 

retest in order to earn promotion to the next grade. For students who still have not passed 

after the retest, an appeal process may be conducted through a Student Support Team to 

determine placement. It should be noted that promotion for Special Education students 

who did not meet the state standards will be determined by their Individualized Education  
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Plan (IEP) committee. English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) students’ 

promotion will be determined after the summer retest results are reviewed by a Student 

Support Team (SST).  

     Gwinnett’s free academic summer session for elementary students will be held June 21 

through July 13. The 5th grade mathematics retest will be given on July 7, and the reading 

retests will be given July 11. Students do not have to attend summer school in order to take 

the retest. However, it is highly recommended. If a student does not attend summer school, 

parents should notify the school at the beginning of the summer session if their child is not 

attending but is planning on taking the retest.  

 

For additional information on the 3rd and 5th grade CRCT results, contact Linda Mitchell, 

executive director of Student Accountability, Assessment, and Advisement, at (770) 277-

8522. Systemwide results and school-by-school results for the remaining grades and 

subjects assessed will be available later this summer. 
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