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Gwinnett PTA Council Honors Six Grads with 2005 Scholarships 
 
The Gwinnett PTA Council awarded six $1,000 scholarships to deserving seniors at its 
annual May business meeting. Each year the PTA Council, the umbrella organization 
for the PTA  units in Gwinnett's local schools, honors students who show academic 
merit as well as financial need. Four of the six scholarships are named for individuals 
who have made a significant contribution to the PTA in Gwinnett County: 
- Louise Radloff Scholarship - named for the long-time Board of Education 
representative who has been a PTA member and leader for over 35 years 
- Mary Root Scholarship - named for the former Gwinnett PTA Council president who 
has been a leader in addressing the needs of students with disabilities; awarded to a 
student with special needs who is planning to attend either a university/college or 
technical college 
- Janice West Scholarship - named for the former president of the Gwinnett PTA 
Council and the Georgia PTA; awarded to a student who is earning a technical diploma 
- McCleskey/Spellman Scholarship - named in honor of two long-time GCPS 
employees and supporters of the PTA,  David McCleskey and Steve Spellman (now 
principal of St. Pius X High School). 
 
The 2005 winners of the Gwinnett PTA Scholarships were chosen from among 82 
applicants. The winning seniors are the following: 

Vanessa Wragg of Norcross High School is the recipient of the Louise Radloff 
Scholarship. Vanessa plans to continue her education at Gordon College, where she 
will study radiologic technology. 
Destiny Owens of South Gwinnett High School, recipient of the Mary Root 
Scholarship, will attend Georgia Perimeter College to study early childhood 
education. 
Brendon Carrasquillo of Grayson High School is the recipient of the Janice 
West Scholarship. Brendon plans to attend Southern Polytechnic State University 
to study mechanical engineering technology. He aspires to be a pilot in the U.S. Air 
Force, then fly for a commercial airline. 
Brooke Noell of Central Gwinnett High School is the recipient of the 
McCleskey/Spellman Scholarship. Brooke plans to attend the University of 
Georgia or the University of Virginia to major in government or foreign affairs. 
Jordan Tobias (Toby) Whiting of North Gwinnett High School will attend West 
Georgia College where he plans to major in education.  
Zena Yusuf of Grayson High School plans to begin her postsecondary education 
at the University of Georgia, then attend medical school to become a doctor 
specializing in the treatment of AIDS patients. 
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