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Gwinnett High School Gateway Assessment 

Social Studies  

Performance Levels and Sample Papers 

 

This document includes the performance level descriptions for Does Not Meet, Meets, and 
Exceeds, a sample social studies topic, and three sample papers to illustrate each of the 
performance levels. Each response is followed by annotations for Development (DEV), 
Knowledge (KNOW), Organization (ORG), and Conventions (CONV).   
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Gwinnett High School Gateway Assessment  

Communication of Social Studies Knowledge 

Performance Level Descriptions 

 

Exceeds the AKS Standard (passing) 

The writer demonstrates a complete understanding of the social studies concepts, relationships, 
facts, and events implicit in the essay task. All parts of the assigned task are developed with 
correct prior knowledge and relevant examples. Provided documents are used effectively. Social 
studies ideas are grouped and linked appropriately within paragraphs and across parts of the 
response. The writer demonstrates consistent control of sentence formation, usage, diction, and 
mechanics. Overall the writer demonstrates a depth of understanding and application of the AKS.

 

Meets the AKS Standard (passing) 

The writer demonstrates a sufficient understanding of the social studies concepts, relationships, 
facts, and events implicit in the essay task. Most parts of the assigned task are explained with 
correct prior knowledge and relevant examples, but some parts may be only partially developed. 
Provided documents are generally used appropriately. Social studies ideas are generally grouped 
together within paragraphs. The writer demonstrates sufficient control of sentence formation, 
usage, diction, and mechanics. Overall the writer demonstrates an adequate understanding and 
application of the AKS. 

 

Does Not Meet the AKS Standard (failing) 

The writer does not demonstrate a sufficient understanding of the social studies concepts, 
relationships, facts, and events implicit in the essay task. The assigned task is not addressed or 
attempts to address it are unclear or incorrect. Sufficient correct prior knowledge is not 
demonstrated. Provided documents are not used or are used inappropriately. Attempts at 
organization are lacking or ineffective. There are frequent and severe errors in sentence 
formation, usage, diction, and/or mechanics that interfere with meaning. Overall the writer does 
not demonstrate a sufficient understanding and/or application of the AKS. 
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Sample Gateway Test Form 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each Gateway Test form is constructed with the following features: 

 an Historical Background   

 an overview of the Writing Task   

 two to three specific bullets that must be addressed in each response 

 historical documents, photographs, and quotations for analysis and interpretation  

 

 

   

Form 416 
Cultural Contributions of the Renaissance 

 

Historical Background 
Throughout history, the search for meaning and beauty has led people to create great works of 
art and to think in new and different ways. The European Renaissance is particularly 
noteworthy for cultural contributions. 
 
Writing Task 
Write an essay in which you discuss the cultural contributions of the Renaissance. 
 
In your essay, be sure to do the following. 
 

 Discuss the artistic contributions of the Renaissance. 
 Discuss the literary contributions of the Renaissance. 
 Discuss the scientific contributions of the Renaissance. 
 

(Documents A through C are related to this writing task.) 



Gateway 
 

 

Social Studie

 

es Performanc

  

ce Levels and

DOCU

M

 

Sample Pape

UMENT A
 

Mona Lisa 
 

Pietà 

ers

A  
 

 

 

PPage 4 



Gateway 
 

 
 

 

L

 

Social Studie

Leonardo da

es Performanc

W

a Vinci’s Fly
 

ce Levels and

DOC

Writers of

Migue

Giova

Willia
 

DOC

ying Machin

Sample Pape

CUMENT 
 

f the Rena
 
 

Petrarch 
 

el de Cervan
 

anni Boccac
 

am Shakespe

CUMENT 

ne 

ers

B 

aissance 

ntes 

cio 

eare 

C 

Galileo use

 

ed this teles
the moo

P

scope to obs
on.  

Page 5 

 

serve 



Gateway 
 

Social Studiees Performanc

Paper 

ce Levels and

A – Does N

Sample Pape

Not Meet 

 

ers

the Standdard 

PPage 6 

 



Gateway 
 

Social Studiees Performancce Levels and Sample Papeers

Pa

P

aper A (page

Page 7 

e two) 



Gateway Social Studies Performance Levels and Sample Papers Page 8 
 

Annotations for Paper A 
 

Does Not Meet the AKS Standard (failing) 

The writer does not demonstrate a sufficient understanding of the social studies concepts, 
relationships, facts, and events implicit in the essay task. The assigned task is not addressed or 
attempts to address it are unclear or incorrect. Sufficient correct prior knowledge is not 
demonstrated. Provided documents are not used or are used inappropriately. Attempts at 
organization are lacking or ineffective. There are frequent and severe errors in sentence 
formation, usage, diction, and/or mechanics that interfere with meaning. Overall the writer does 
not demonstrate a sufficient understanding and/or application of the AKS. 

 
Development, Analysis and Interpretation Score: 1  
The information in the response is incorrect or copied from the documents. The writer describes, 
but does not interpret or analyze, the photographs in the documents (“Mona Lisa is a picture of a 
Renaissance woman with brown long hair”). The writer assumes that the writers of the 
Renaissance wrote laws instead of books and poetry. The writer states that Leonardo de Vinci 
flew his flying machine when it was never actually constructed. The writer does not demonstrate 
an understanding of the impact of the Renaissance on the present era (“The Renaissance has 
great work and are creative people.”). The writer does maintain a focus on the assigned task. 
 
Expression of Social Studies Knowledge Score: 1 
The writer does not demonstrate prior knowledge of the cultural contributions of the 
Renaissance. The documents are not used appropriately: the writer attempts to describe the 
documents, but some of the descriptions are incorrect. There is little attempt to use social studies 
vocabulary. Word choice is imprecise (“The Mona Lisa is a picture”). 
 
Organization of Social Studies Concepts Score: 2 
There is evidence of an organizational strategy. Ideas are loosely sequenced in the order of the 
bullets in the assigned task (art, literature, science). There is an attempt at an introduction and a 
conclusion. The introduction is muddled (“In history the meanings and the beauty of the 
renaissance led people to create great works in arts and to think of new and different ways like 
the artistic literacy and scientific contributions of the renaissance.”). The conclusion restates the 
contributions mentioned in the body of the response. Some simple transitions are used (they, 
these, it, the next machine). The writer demonstrates an understanding of the need for 
organizational structures but only limited control in executing them. 
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Conventions Score: 1 
There are frequent sentence fragments, run-ons, and unclear sentences. Errors in usage interfere 
with  meaning (“The Renaissance also made laws…;” “They would make laws and have sign 
them”). Pronoun referents throughout the response are unclear. In mechanics, some proper nouns 
are not capitalized, and some common nouns are capitalized. When errors are so severe that they 
obscure the writer’s meaning, control has not been demonstrated. 
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Annotations for Paper B 
 

Meets the AKS Standard (passing) 

The writer demonstrates a sufficient understanding of the social studies concepts, relationships, 
facts, and events implicit in the essay task. Most parts of the assigned task are explained with 
correct prior knowledge and relevant examples, but some parts may be only partially developed. 
Provided documents are generally used appropriately. Social studies ideas are generally grouped 
together within paragraphs. The writer demonstrates sufficient control of sentence formation, 
usage, diction, and mechanics. Overall the writer demonstrates an adequate understanding and 
application of the AKS. 

 
Development, Analysis and Interpretation Score: 3 
Most parts of the assigned task are sufficiently developed with some details (artistic, literary, 
scientific contributions). In art, the writer describes the works of Leonardo da Vinci and 
Michelangelo. In literature, the writer describes Petrarch’s love poem to Laura, and lists some of 
Shakespeare’s well known plays. In science, the writer describes Da Vinci’s flying machine. 
Some of these descriptions include specific details. Analysis is correct but limited and is not 
always explained. (“Because they made science improve more, we know about the space and we 
can transport to meet people and go on a trip.” “It is also known well to other countries because 
of the crusaders trade.”). All of the writer’s ideas are relevant. 
 
Expression of Social Studies Knowledge Score: 3 
Prior knowledge is generally relevant and correct (The Renaissance started in Florence; 
Leonardo da Vinci painted the Mona Lisa; Michelangelo sculpted the Pieta; Laura was the 
inspiration for Petrarch; Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet and Midsummer Night’s Dream). 
Social studies vocabulary is appropriate and is used in most parts of the response (Florence, 
Italy, sculptor, sonnet). The provided documents are used appropriately; information is 
integrated, not merely copied. Most of the information included in the response is correct, but 
Michelangelo did not paint the Last Supper. Overall, the writer demonstrates sufficient control of 
this domain. 
 
Organization of Social Studies Concepts Score: 3  
The organizational strategy is appropriate to the assigned task. Related ideas are grouped 
together (art, literature, science). Ideas are sequenced in the order of the bullets in the assigned 
task. The introduction is clear and effective; the writer explains why the Renaissance flourished 
in Italy. The conclusion is less effective as it repeats statements from the Historical Background 
of the assigned task. Transitions link ideas within paragraphs (it is also known well; These two 
men; Some famous writers; One of the scientists). 
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Conventions Score: 3 
The majority of the sentences are formed correctly. There is some variation in sentence length, 
but most of the sentences have the same structure (subject first followed by predicate). The 
majority of the response contains correct usage and mechanics. There are more errors in usage 
than in the other two components. Some subjects and verbs do not agree (“The arts was”). Some 
word forms are incorrect (“Shakespeare wrote these literature”; “the flying machine was drawn 
from him”). The writer often leaves out articles like “the” before nouns. The plurals of “sonnet” 
and “scientist” are not formed correctly. Most of these errors do not interfere with meaning. 
Overall, the writer demonstrates sufficient control. 
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Annotations for Paper C 
 

Exceeds the AKS Standard (passing) 

The writer demonstrates a complete understanding of the social studies concepts, relationships, 
facts, and events implicit in the essay task. All parts of the assigned task are developed with 
correct prior knowledge and relevant examples. Provided documents are used effectively. Social 
studies ideas are grouped and linked appropriately within paragraphs and across parts of the 
response. The writer demonstrates consistent control of sentence formation, usage, diction, and 
mechanics. Overall the writer demonstrates a depth of understanding and application of the AKS.

 
Development, Analysis and Interpretation Score: 5 
All three parts of the assigned task are explained comprehensively (artistic, literary, scientific 
contributions). In the section on artistic contributions, the writer describes the work and the 
impact of Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo. In the section on literary contributions, the 
writer describes the work and the impact of Miguel Cervantes and Shakespeare. In the section on 
scientific contributions, the writer describes the work of Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, and Isaac 
Newton. The writer analyzes the importance and long term impact of the great artists and 
scientists of the Renaissance (inspiration came from the ancient Greeks and Romans; Florence 
was the cultural center of Europe due to the Medicis; new techniques were developed in painting 
and sculpture; literary themes and poetry changed; themes moved from religious to a Romantic 
approach; scientists study the internal and external worlds; new understanding of the solar 
system developed). The writer supports his/her conclusions with accurate information (the 
Renaissance gave rise to humanism and a secular outlook; artists began to explore new themes in 
art and literature, new tools were developed for studying science; the Renaissance led to the Age 
of Reason). All of the writer’s ideas are relevant to the topic. The writer demonstrates an in-
depth understanding of both the “big picture” and more specific social studies facts and concepts. 
 
Expression of Social Studies Knowledge Score: 5   
The writer demonstrates extensive correct and relevant prior knowledge (Renaissance was 
inspired by ancient Greece and Rome; the Renaissance gave rise to humanism and a secular 
outlook; Florence was the center of the Italian Renaissance; Michelangelo was also an engineer). 
The writer connects each artist and/or scientist with his art or invention. Extensive social studies 
vocabulary is used throughout the response (Middle Ages, ancient Greeks and Romans, 
humanism, secular, Sistine Chapel, ideology, “Flourance,” Medici family, Mona Lisa, Pieta, 
lever system, construction, writing styles, Don Quixote, Shakespearian sonnets. Dante’s Inferno, 
Romantic Approach, theories, telescope, constellations, planetary alignments, human anatomy, 
Law of Gravity).The provided documents are integrated and described effectively. 
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Organization of Social Studies Concepts Score: 5  
All parts of the organizational strategy are appropriate to the assigned task. Related ideas are 
grouped together (art, literature, science). Ideas are sequenced logically across all parts of the 
response. The introduction establishes the topic and purpose; the writer explains that the 
Renaissance brought “new light” to Greek and Roman classics and “gave rise to humanism and a 
secular outlook.” These social studies concepts are central to an understanding of the 
Renaissance. The conclusion provides closure by explaining how the Renaissance led to the Age 
of Enlightenment and Reason and had a lasting impact on human history. Effective and varied 
transitions link all parts of the response. With each new paragraph, the writer provides a link to 
the ideas in the previous paragraph (“Although the Renaissance is largely associated with the 
various artistic and literary achievements”). Transitioning extends beyond the use of transitional 
phrases. 
 
Conventions Score: 5 
All types of sentences are crafted and effective throughout the response. There is an extensive 
variety of sentence lengths and beginnings. All elements of usage are consistently correct. Word 
choice is accurate, specific, and varied with one exception (“Despite the creation of various 
masterpieces”). The phrase “in addition to” rather than “despite” would have been more 
appropriate to the writer’s intention in this sentence. All elements of mechanics are consistently 
correct. The single spelling error is the spelling of Florence, Italy.  None of the errors interfere 
with meaning. Overall, the writer demonstrates a full command of the components. 
 
 


