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Mill Creek High students receive royal invitation 
Queen Elizabeth’s representative to visit school Sept. 27th  
 

     A British dignitary will fly across the Atlantic this week and deliver a special 

message to Mill Creek High students. The students, who make up the “2012 Pride of 

Mill Creek Marching Band,” have been invited by Queen Elizabeth II to participate 

in London’s New Year’s Day Parade on January 1, 2014. The invitation will be 

delivered by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Greater London when he visits Mill 

Creek High on Thursday, September 27. The Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Greater 

London represents her Majesty the Queen when she is personally unable to be present 

at an important function or event. The presentation is scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. 

     “It is no secret as to why the Mill Creek High band students have earned this 

honor,” says Robert Andrews, GCPS’ director of fine arts. “The invitation was 

extended because these students are talented musicians who strive to meet the 

expectations and exceed the high standards set forth by Erik Mason, the school’s 

band director.”  

     Mr. Andrews does give much of the credit for the Mill Creek Band’s success story 

to its director, as well as to the middle school band directors in the Mill Creek 

Cluster. “They have ensured that their students have a good foundation of knowledge 

and skill, preparing them for high-level performances on the world stage.” He added 

that this invitation speaks to the quality leadership provided by Mr. Mason, saying, 

“His leadership is recognized within the program, throughout the fine arts 

community, and even internationally.”  Mr. Mason has led the Mill Creek High band 

since 2006. It’s the second invitation his students have received from London. The 

Mill Creek band marched in the London’s New Year’s Day Parade in 2010.  

     In addition to making an appearance in the London parade, the students also have 

been invited to star in two holiday events in Italy. For that reason, the Queen’s 

representative also has been granted the honor of The National Order by Italy to hand 

deliver written invitations from the mayors of Rome and Frascati, where the two 

holiday events will take place on December 29 and 30.  
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     The marching band students will be part of more than 10,000 performers from 

around the world invited to London to entertain a street audience of around 500,000 – 

and a global television audience of tens of millions. The Pride of Mill Creek 

Marching Band will be featured live on television as it makes its way down the 2.2 

mile parade route. The historic route features a backdrop of iconic buildings, streets, 

squares, and piazzas.  

     During their visit to Europe, the student musicians will have the opportunity to 

visit museums, galleries, and historic sites in both London and Rome.  

 

      News media representatives are invited to cover the Mill Creek High ceremony 

on Thursday, September 27. 
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