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Gwinnett Students defend reigning title  
 
     Maxwell High School of Technology students were awarded the “Enthusiasm Award,” 

for the third year in a row at the “SkillsUSA Georgia Fall Leadership Conference” which 

was held the weekend of September 30-October 2, 2006. 

     The “Enthusiasm Award” is presented to the SkillsUSA chapter exhibiting the most 

enthusiasm during the conference. Maxwell High School of Technology participated in the 

conference using banners, signs, cheers, spirit sticks, noise makers, and poms poms. Other 

schools across Georgia came prepared to take this award away from Maxwell High, but the 

students were able to defend their title. 

     In addition to the “Enthusiasm Award,” the Maxwell High SkillsUSA chapter also was 

honored with the “Membership” award. The school was honored for having the largest 

membership, a feat due in large part its two-week membership drive in August which 

registered 334 student members and 35 professional (teachers/staff) members, for a total of 

369. A group of 26 Maxwell students were also honored with the “The Statesman Award,” 

for their extensive knowledge about SkillsUSA and its policies and procedures. 

     SkillsUSA is a national nonprofit organization serving teachers, high school students, and 

college students who are preparing for careers in trade, technical, and skilled service 

occupations, including health occupations. Maxwell High School of Technology has been 

affiliated with SkillsUSA since 1976. Thirty-nine Maxwell High students, four teachers, and 

Principal Donna Powers attended the SkillsUSA Georgia Fall Leadership Conference this 

year. The conference trains students and teachers in leadership skills that will allow them to 

go back to their schools and lead their local chapters through a successful school year. 

    In addition to participating in this conference, Maxwell High has hosted the “SkillsUSA 

Georgia State Leadership and Skills Conference” since 1995. This conference is held every 

spring and is designed to showcase the leadership and skills training the students have 

obtained during the year through the SkillsUSA Georgia Championships, with competition in 

more than 90 areas. By winning at state level, students qualify to compete at the national 

conference. 
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