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Gwinnett celebrates its counseling professionals of 2012 
 
     Expressing appreciation for the school counselor’s role in a child’s life, Gwinnett 

County Public Schools (GCPS) CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks recently 

thanked the district’s counselors for what they do every day advising and guiding 

Gwinnett children. The Superintendent, Board members, school principals, and 

district leaders joined the district’s 350 counseling professionals during the Annual 

Counselor Recognition, an event in honor of the district’s school counselors. The 

school system celebrated National School Counselors Week, held this school year 

from Feb. 6 through Feb. 10, by naming its top counseling professionals for 2012. 

The five educators were honored at a special event held February 10, 2012, at the 

school system’s Instructional Support Center (ISC) in Suwanee. 

     With the 2012 theme “School Counselors: Nurturing Successful Students, 

Growing Strong Schools,” the school district recognized the elementary school 

counselor of the year, middle school counselor of the year, secondary school 

counselor of the year, counseling advocate of the year, and counselor writer of the 

year. 

     The 2012 honorees are:  

 Robin Zorn of Mason Elementary  
2012 Gwinnett County Elementary School Counselor of the Year 
 

 Brandee Appling of Bay Creek Middle  
2012 Gwinnett County Middle School Counselor of the Year 
 

 Tinisha Parker of Gwinnett County Online Campus  
2012 Gwinnett County Secondary School Counselor of the Year 
 

 Assistant Principal Dr. Paul Johnson of Peachtree Ridge High   
2012 Gwinnett County Mary Joe Hannaford Counseling Advocate of the Year 
 

 Dr. Michelle Stangline of Sycamore Elementary 
2012 Gwinnett County Counselor Writer of the Year 

 
     The five Gwinnett winners now will compete at the regional level. A regional win 

would qualify them for state and national recognition. Gwinnett County counselors 

continue to be among the most recognized in the United States in state and national 

honors. In 2011, three Gwinnett educators were named state winners including 

Dianne Thompson, the district’s director of counseling and advisement who received 

the 2011 Georgia Counseling Supervisor of the Year award.  

--more-- 



Robin Zorn of Mason Elementary  
2012 Gwinnett County Elementary School Counselor of the Year 
 
     Robin Zorn has been a school counselor with Gwinnett County Public Schools for 

close to two decades, the last several years at Mason Elementary. Throughout those 

years, colleagues have learned that Ms. Zorn does not necessarily consider her 

service to her students a job. “… It’s hard to claim that she has been working when it 

looks like she’s having so much fun,” says counseling colleague Paige Price in 

nominating Ms. Zorn for the honor. “Robin comes in with a smile on her face, 

excited to be at school with all of the children and eager to help her co-workers share 

her love of education.” 

     Known across the country for her innovative guidance lessons and programs, Ms. 

Zorn was the driving force behind the creation of the school district’s Elementary 

School Peer Leadership Conference, launched in 2010. At the conference, elementary 

school students from across the district gather to learn about how to be a better 

leader. Topics at this conference include: Leadership, 7 Habits of Highly Effective 

Kids, Bullying Prevention, and Reading and Mathematics Strategies. Since the first 

annual conference, the event has become a popular learning gathering for students, 

counselors, principals, and community members.  

     Ms. Zorn earned both her master’s degree and specialist’s degree from Georgia 

State University in school counseling.  
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Brandee Appling of Bay Creek Middle  
2012 Gwinnett County Middle School Counselor of the Year 
 
     Brandee Appling is known on the Bay Creek Middle campus as a “counseling 

warrior.” That’s how three 6th grade teachers described her when nominating her for 

the districtwide award. Kimberly Welch, Lane Thomas, and Jenna Cantini say, 

“Empowered with an extraordinary ability to exude dependability, patience, care, and 

empathy, Mrs. Appling has gained the trust of her students and staff, and eagerly 

goes above the highest level of expectation to meet the needs of our student body, 

school staff, and community members.” 

     Mrs. Appling demonstrates her passion and commitment to all students as she not 

only serve children who currently attend Bay Creek Middle, but also the school’s 

future students too. She developed a middle school transition program to support 

rising students from the feeder elementary schools. As part of this program, peer 

leaders and 6th grade team leaders from Bay Creek Middle visit the two elementary 

feeder schools and participate in a presentation to the 5th graders. In addition, these 

5th graders and their parents visit the middle school and learn about the supportive 

process available to assist them in creating a successful transition for their children.  

     As a former elementary school counselor now serving at the middle school level, 

Mrs. Appling is passionate about her service. She says, “Every day I walk into work 

with the realization that I, as school counselor, have the ability to change a life; 

something that I say to a student today may change their decision tomorrow. Passion 

is what drives me and my students are what motivate me to be the best at what I do.”  
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Tinisha Parker, Gwinnett County Online Campus  
2012 Gwinnett County Secondary School Counselor of the Year 
 
     Opening in 2011 as a full-time school, Gwinnett County Online Campus became a 

diploma granting high school from where students can graduate. With the innovative 

way of learning for students came challenges for new ways of thinking about 

counseling online students. School counselor Tinisha Parker was the perfect 

counselor for the job. “Tinisha has led the charge of defining the role of online 

counseling in Gwinnett County Public Schools,” says Galen Reavis, the district’s 

counseling coordinator when speaking of Ms. Parker’s work. “She has worked 

tirelessly to build this program and increase student success in coursework and 

preparation for future education. She is creative, technologically savvy, keeps current 

with trends and data regarding effective methods of online education and a highly 

professional educator.” 

     In creating the counseling program at Gwinnett County Online Campus, Ms. 

Parker created a virtual counseling site, designed online tutorials identifying skills 

necessary to be successful in virtual coursework, created opportunities for online 

tutorials, and even created an avatar of herself for online students to ask questions 

and access information. She also has changed how she communicates with students, 

adding texting and e-mail in addition to face to face sessions.    

     Since joining the online team in 2009 before the program launched as a school, 

Ms. Parker has yet to witness one of her joys about her role as a counselor. As she 

explains about her previous jobs at the high school level, “My most rewarding 

responsibility involved signing off on student diplomas and listening to their hopes, 

dreams, and plans for the future.” Ms. Parker will have the opportunity to participate 

in her first graduation from the online campus this coming May.  
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Dr. Paul Johnson, Assistant Principal of Peachtree Ridge High  
2012 Gwinnett County Mary Joe Hannaford Counseling Advocate of the Year 
 

     As a former school counselor, Dr. Paul Johnson has proven to be a supportive 

advocate for the services Peachtree Ridge High students receive from the school’s 

office of counseling and advisement. Abbey Youngblood, a Peachtree Ridge High 

counselor shares that his expertise and advice has been invaluable. She explains, “His 

support allows us to see more students more efficiently … the title of advocate does 

not do justice to his role as a supporter, colleague, mentor, and friend. Each time we 

approach Dr. Johnson with new ideas, goals, or problems, we are met with insight, 

encouragement, and support.” 

     In nominating Dr. Johnson for the advocate honor, Ms. Youngblood mentions 

several examples of how supportive Dr. Johnson is of the counselors’ services at 

Peachtree Ridge High. For example, he has removed several duties from them that 

were not aligned with what the ASCA (American School Counselor Association) 

National Model of a comprehensive counseling program asks of counselors. By 

removing those duties, the counseling team has been able to concentrate on their 

current services and create additional programs that support students.  

     Dr. Johnson joined Peachtree Ridge High as an assistant principal in 2009. He 

also has been an assistant principal at Gwinnett County Online Campus and Phoenix 

High. Before becoming an administrator, he was a school counselor and taught 

French and Mathematics.  
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Dr. Michelle Stangline of Sycamore Elementary 
2012 Gwinnett County Counselor Writer of the Year 

 
     Sycamore Elementary counselor Michelle Stagline was recognized for her 

published work, “Creative Counseling 101,” which includes more than 55 creative 

techniques and activities for counselors.  

 

 

Photographs of Gwinnett's top counselors are available upon request. 

For more about the award winners and the counselor’s role in GCPS, 

news media representatives can contact Dianne Thompson, 

director of advisement and counseling, at 770-277-4488. 

 

--30-- 
 
 


