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GCPS earns system accreditation along with commendations       
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) recently earned systemwide 

accreditation, evidence of the school system’s commitment to continuous 

improvement. This most recent honor recognizes GCPS as a district that supports, 

enhances, and stimulates growth and improvement throughout the school system. 

     The official accreditation notification arrived one month after a three-day visit 

(February 5-8) by members of the Quality Assurance Review Committee from the 

Council on Accreditation and School Improvement of the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools (SACS CASI.) The 20-member visiting team included education 

leaders and experts from around the nation, and for the first time, from around the 

world. The group visited the school system’s Instructional Support Center, 29 schools, 

and interviewed 807 individuals. Interviewees included GCPS stakeholders from the 

Gwinnett community, parents, students, all school principals, CEO/Superintendent  

J. Alvin Wilbanks, School Board members, and system senior leaders.  

     “District accreditation provides external validation and recognition for the 

improvement efforts of GCPS and its schools.” says Dr. Cindy Loe, associate 

superintendent for Teaching and Learning. “Systemwide accreditation promotes 

systemic K-12 continuous school improvement and helps us to maximize our resources 

to improve student learning.”   

     As part of the quest for systemwide accreditation, a planning team prepared for last 

month’s visit, working with SACS leaders and preparing a report on how the system 

meets and exceeds the accreditation standards. These standards address beliefs and 

missions; governance and leadership; curriculum; instructional design; assessment, 

measurements, and effectiveness results; resources (financial and human resources) 

student services; staff and stakeholder communications and relationships; physical 

facilities; and continuous process of educational improvement. 

     The Quality Assurance Review Committee recognized the school system’s stable 

and visionary leadership at all levels, its focus on the core business of teaching and 

learning, and the system’s alignment of curriculum, instruction, and assessment. The 

committee also praised GCPS for its accomplishments, including its continuous  
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improvement in academic achievement. This is especially noteworthy as GCPS 

continues to face challenges of growth and diversity, also noted by the committee. 

     Additionally, the Quality Assurance Review Committee commended GCPS for: 
• The Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum that provides 

instructional consistency throughout the system. 
• The Results Based Evaluation System (RBES) that provides for data driven, 

continuous improvement focused on the core business of teaching and 
learning. 

• Systemwide access to technology particularly with respect to student data. 
• Providing high quality communication and wide stakeholder involvement. 

 
     The committee also presented GCPS with several recommendations such as 

continuing its work on closing the achievement gap, as well as its efforts to recruit and 

retain highly-qualify teachers and administrators who reflect the increasing diversity of 

the students served. 

     The system is in the process of reviewing and communicating the findings and 

observations of the team. Steps will be initiated to address recommendations and the 

system will continue to monitor accreditation requirements for the system and its 

schools. The district accreditation process is based on a five-year visit schedule. 
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