
The FY2014 budget is among topics 
to be addressed at Area Board 
Meetings this spring. Learn 
more about the budget on 
the GCPS website.
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For nearly 40 years, he’s written songs that make the whole 
world sing, and now singer-songwriter-showman Barry Ma-
nilow wants to help Gwinnett students play music. The Manilow 

Music Project recently announced a partnership with Gwin-
nett County Public Schools to collect instruments to benefit 
music programs in the district’s schools. Mr. Manilow kicked 
off the drive by donating a new Yamaha piano to GCPS. 

The singer will headline a Broadway-themed concert at 
the Gwinnett Center on April 27. Music lovers who donate 
new or gently used instruments will receive two tickets to the 
show, valid for pre-selected seat locations, while supplies last. 
The Gwinnett Center box office will be the base for the instru-
ment drive. Drop off instruments at the box office between  
10 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and after noon 
on weekend days with an event at the Gwinnett Center.

Music plays an important role in the lives of more than 
97,000 Gwinnett students who are enrolled in various music 
programs in grades K–12. Music study helps students develop 

a lifelong appreciation of music, but also prepares young 
minds to think creatively, to work collaboratively, and to 
become disciplined, critical thinkers and problem solvers— 
skills needed in the 21st century. 

“The instruments provided through Barry Manilow’s gener-
osity and philanthropic spirit will help foster a love of learning 
and a love of music... a successful combination that is sure to 
benefit students today and in the future,” says GCPS’ CEO/
Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks. 

Trade instruments for Manilow show tickets, benefit schools

March 26

March 28

April 4

April 2

April 16

 March 26:  District III, Peachtree Ridge High

 March 28: District II, Mill Creek High

Each spring, the Gwinnett County Board of Education  
goes on the road, meeting once in each Board member’s  
district. The meetings are a time for the School Board to  
share information with the public. They also are an oppor-
tunity to hear CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks’ annual 
address on the state of the school district, focusing on the 
district’s strategic direction, recent successes and new initia-
tives, and current budget issues.

The Area Board Meetings are organized by the schools in each 
Board member’s electoral district. However, citizens my attend 
any one of the five meetings. All meetings begin at 7 p.m. in 
the host school’s theater, with refreshments served at 6:30 p.m.

Meetings are scheduled for the following dates and locations:
 April 2: District IV, Parkview High

 April 4: District I, Archer High

 April 16: District V, Meadowcreek High



enhancements
GCPS recently rolled out enhance-

ments to the student portal. Responding 
to the most-requested feature enhance-
ment, GCPS added student access to 
grades and drill-down specifics on 
assignments in a new “My Grades” tab 
on the MYeCLASS student portal. Parents 
also are encouraged to sign up for the 
go2 Parent Portal, which serves as a 
valuable online resource for information 
about their child and his or her academic 
career, available safely and securely, any-
time from anyplace. Learn more about 
both portals on the GCPS website.

Register for HS summer classes
High school students who want to 

make up a class or get ahead can regis-
ter online for online summer school  
(www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com)  
and face-to-face summer classes  
(www.mypaymentsplus.com). Health and 
PE classes are open to rising 9th graders. 
Online registration is open through 
June 3. The cost for each one-semester 
class is $225. Summer school runs 
June 11–July 10 for face-to-face 
classes, and June 10–July 8 for online. 
Both programs will follow a Monday-
to-Thursday schedule for the 17-day 
session. Summer graduation is set for 
July 11. 

ES and MS summer school set
Elementary and middle school 

students who need more time and 
opportunity to learn will have that 
option during Gwinnett’s free Academic 

Summer School, scheduled for June 10 
to July 3, with no Fridays. Qualifying 
students in grades 3–8 would be 
recommended for the 15-day session 
if they have not met requirements for 
promotion to the next grade. Parents 
of eligible students will be notified 
later this spring that their student may 
participate in the free session and given 
specifics about location and hours. 

Key budget dates coming up
GCPS’ budget reflects an investment 

in the county’s schoolchildren, staff,  
and community by the Gwinnett 
County Board of Education (BOE). 
Upcoming dates in the budget calendar 
for Fiscal Year 2014 include:
•	 March 30: BOE budget work session
•	 April 16: BOE budget work session and 

adoption of tentative budget 
•	 April 22: Superintendent’s Recom-

mended Budget available to public
•	 May 9: Public budget hearing
•	 May 16: Public hearing, final budget 

adoption, adoption of tentative millage
•	 June TBD: Final adoption of millage

Bulletin Board
Coming this spring: Watch for more 
about GCPS’ award-winning counseling 
programs, Language Arts 
and the Common Core, 
and a positive behavior 
program in the Spring 
issue of Communiqué, 
Gwinnett’s digital 
magazine! (If 
you missed the 
last issue in 
December, find a 
link on the GCPS website.)
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Mark Your Calendar
Register for  

kindergarten at local 
schools on May 2

On May 2, parents and 
guardians of children who 
will be five years old on or 
before Sept. 1, 2013, are en-

couraged to attend Kinder-
garten Registration activities 

at their child’s new school.
Times and activities vary 

from school to school so 
contact the local school or 

check the school website 
for details. 

If you’re not sure which school 
your child will attend, call the Plan-
ning Department at 678-301-7085. 

When you come to register your 
child, remember to bring birth 
records and required health and 
residence information. Go to the 
“Countdown to Kindergarten” link at 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us to learn what 
documents you’ll need. Allow plenty 
of time to fill out forms.

Other calendar reminders
•	March 29: Student Holiday or 

Snow Make-up Day

•	April 8–12: Spring Break Holidays
•	May 22: Last Day of School

The 2013–14 calendar also is avail-
able online.

Know spring testing dates
End-of-year tests are administered 

in the spring. While only a small 
amount of time— one to two hours— 
is spent testing on a given day, it’s 
important that students are in school, 
on time, and ready to show what they 
know on test day! Check the testing 
calendar on the school system web-
site or contact the school for dates for 
your student’s tests.



Digital readers, devices from home engage GCPS students in learning
GCPS is looking to “power up” students in the classroom through Gwinnett’s eCLASS initiative. In the future, we expect that 

students will use their own technology more and more during the school day as we find ways to use personal technology devic-
es— whether smart phones, tablets, or e-readers like Nooks and Kindles— to increase student engagement and improve learning. 

As part of the eCLASS pilot, schools in five clusters— Archer, Berkmar, Duluth, North Gwinnett, and Shiloh— may elect to allow some 
students and teachers to use their personal de vices to access the Internet through the GCPS network. To date, 19 Gwinnett schools 

are approved for the district’s Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) initia-
tive, and other schools are developing plans to allow students to use 
their own devices or school-provided technology in the classroom. 

Schools have designed a range of programs that take advantage of 
digital devices to engage their students. Some schools are using the 
BYOD in model classrooms or with one grade level or subject, while 
other schools are choosing to use a building-wide approach.  

In the BYOD programs, students may bring their own web-enabled 
phone, tablet, or e-reader. The schools also have laptops, SMART 
Boards, and other devices available for student use. With the devices, 
students access the Internet through GCPS’ network (filtered to show 
student-appropriate sites) to check out digital content, collaborate on 
projects with peers online, or post on a teacher-moderated literacy blog. 

For instance, Benefield Elementary allows students at every grade 
level to use personal- or school-owned devices to write about their reading as part of a 
literacy initiative at the school. Archer High students take teacher-created assessments on 
their devices, while McConnell Middle students access digital content in their science class 
and work on projects with their classmates. School-purchased tablets support sensory 
skill development for special education students at Cooper Elementary. With BYOD, more 
complex text is available via the web for Advanced Placement students at Shiloh High. 

At Chattahoochee Elementary, students in a model 1st grade classroom use school-
provided Kindle Fires to read non-fiction and fiction books of their choice in their 
reading groups and conduct research on GCPS-screened websites on related topics. “I 
see students engaged and conversing about what they are finding. They are not fight-
ing over the devices; they wait their turn,” says teacher Sally Southerland. “The students 
in reading groups can choose a book of their choice to read on the Kindles when 
normally they would all have the same book. The eight Kindles and one tablet in the 
classroom are always in use.” 

These real-life, hands-on applications are just a few examples of what BYOD might 
look like in your child’s classroom in the future. In order for the BYOD pilot to ex-
pand to other GCPS schools, the district will continue to enhance its wireless net-
works to accommodate the additional traffic.

Learn more about how GCPS teachers are using technology to support teaching and 
learning in eCLASS Innovators, a digital magazine that serves as a window into the 
21st century classroom in Gwinnett. And watch for BYOD profiles in future issues of 
Communiqué.

Stay  Connected
•	Watch	GCPS TV on your local cable  

station or stream shows online at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/

•	 Find	Gwinnett County Public  
Schools on Facebook.

•	 Follow	us	on	Twitter at GwinnettSchools.

These Harbins Elementary students and their teacher use a range of hand-
held devices to work through a lesson together.

•	Check	out	the	GCPS	website at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us, and 

 – Sign up for RSS feeds,
 – Subscribe to GCPS eNews, and
 – Check out the BeThere@

GCPS e-newsletter on 
parent involvement.

Have a graduating senior? 
Congratulations!

Find the graduation schedule on 
the GCPS website. In May, look for a 
special issue of Communiqué, GCPS’ 
digital magazine, celebrating the Class 
of 2013 with photos of senior celebra-
tions, highlights of academic achieve-
ment, and recognition for some of 
Gwinnett’s many scholarship winners.



Six full-ride QuestBridge Scholars; 
perfect scores in a national literacy contest; 
national recognition for JROTC units; an 
award-winning phone “app” design; re-
gional and national winners in the arts; 
Southeast Art Educator of the Year; a spot 
on the Advanced Placement (AP) District 
Honor Roll for achievement and access to 
college-level classes; 20 AP Honor Schools; 
eight Reward Schools among Georgia’s top 
Title I schools; co-champions for Georgia 
Academic Decathlon; kudos for the state’s 
social studies teacher of the year, Geor-
gia’s top middle school art and science 
educators, and strings teacher of the year; 
a Family-Friendly School and an honored 
parent leader; One-Act Play kudos at the 
state level and a monologue headed to 
Broadway; regional and state honors in 
marketing, technical education, science, 
engineering, physics, robotics, Science 
Olympiad, German poetry, and more; 

top media center awards; Georgia Clean 
Air School of the Year; eight HeartSafe 
schools; kudos for student musicians in 
band, chorus, and orchestra, and their 
directors; award-winning artwork; state 
champions in softball, girls and boys 
cross country, football, boys swim and 
dive, and wrestling (traditional and 
duals); Teach For America kudos for an 
administrator; a top speller; staff selected 
for GCPS and county leadership develop-
ment programs; public service awards for 
staff and Board member; county honors 
for counselors and advocate; student and 
staff leaders in the state and community; 
and grants from businesses, foundations, 
and government to support teaching and 
learning, including grants for scholar-
ships, Advanced Placement, science, en-
gineering, after-school programs, outdoor 
classroom, theater, and welding equip-
ment. Learn more on the GCPS website.

Support the Foundation
Several upcoming events will benefit 

the GCPS Foundation Fund, Inc., funding 
scholarships and educational initiatives.
•	 Proceeds	from	the	nationally	televised	

Greater Gwinnett Championship golf 
tourney, set for April 15–21, will 
support the Foundation. Learn more at 
www.greatergwinnettchampionship.com. 

•	The 4th annual Gwinnett County Sports Hall 

of Fame induction ceremony, set for May 4 
at a Gwinnett Braves baseball game, 
serves as a fundraiser. Get details on 
$12 game tickets, raffles, and spon-
sorships at www.gcps-foundation.org.

•	To honor former Chamber of Com-
merce president Jim Maran, the School 
Board and business leaders established 
a scholarship for STEM Studies for a GCPS 
senior planning to study science, tech-
nology, engineering, or mathematics in 
college. Donate through the Foundation.

The 2012 Gwinnett County 
Board of Education:

Carole Boyce, Chairman
Daniel D. Seckinger, Vice Chairman
Dr. Robert McClure 
Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Louise Radloff

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools 
not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any 
employment practice, educational program, or 
any other program, activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet 
the needs of all of its students and families. If 
any member of your family needs assistance or 
has any questions regarding mobility impaired 
issues or handicapped access, please contact the 
principal of your local school.

Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW
Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
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Celebrations and Honors
Our district, schools, staff, and students earn a big share of honors. Recent highlights … FOUNDATION
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