
Tips for Involved 
Parents from Gwinnett 
County Public Schools

Tips for Supporting 
your STRIVE student

STRIVE… Supported Training and Rehabilitative In-
struction in Vocational Education… is a community-
based, vocational training program for young people 
(ages 18–21) who graduated from a Gwinnett school 
with an Individualized Educational Program (IEP) 
diploma. Here is a quick list of tips that every STRIVE 
teacher recommends to help support your student* 
and contribute to his or her success in the STRIVE 
program. Th ese ten things will help your son or 
daughter adjust and succeed in the STRIVE program. 

Make sure that your student gets a 
good night’s sleep. We start work at 6:45 a.m. 
so that means that your student is getting up at 5 to 
5:30 a.m. each day. We suggest a bedtime of 9:30 to 
10 p.m. at the latest.

Make sure that your student has a 
lunch prepared each day. Many job sites 
do not have a cafeteria so students must bring their 
own lunch. Have your student assist you in making 
his or her lunch and then gradually make it your 
student’s responsibility.

Set up a routine for fi nding and set-
ting out necessary items each evening. 
Th is includes an ID card, watch, money for drink 
machines, necessary hygiene items, etc. Provide 
reminders and then make it your student’s respon-
sibility to set these things out each evening and 
remember to take them each morning.

Urge your student to dress appropri-
ately for his or her job role. Some job sites 
require a uniform. We will tell you what to buy, if 
needed. In some cases, the uniform is provided. 
Otherwise, help your student to dress for the weath-
er each day.

*In this tipsheet, we have substituted the word “student” for 
“child” since your child actually is a young adult.

is a national movement that inspires parents to become 
more involved in their children’s education. Teachable moments 
are everywhere. Be your child’s favorite teacher. Connect in 
meaningful ways and your simple actions will reap immense 
rewards at home, play, and school!
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Make the ordinary extraordinary!

Together, we will be there for our students— 
Gwinnett County Public Schools and YOU!

Tips for Supporting Your STRIVE student (Continued)

Assist your student in calling into the STRIVE 
teacher if he or she must be out sick or for an ap-
pointment. Each job site will provide you with numbers to 
call. You also should call the Transportation offi  ce to let the driver 
know that your student is going to be out. Have your student as-
sist with these calls and then make it your student’s responsibility.

Make sure that your student attends all of his 
or her IEP and Transition meetings with you. It is 
vitally important for your STRIVE student to be a part of discus-
sions of his or her progress and plans for the future.

Be timely in completing paperwork required 
to sign up for adult services. Th e quicker that this 
is handled, the less waiting time that your family will have to 
wait for placement when your student fi nishes the STRIVE 
program.

Ask to see your student’s work reports. Th ese are 
issued weekly for each job site. Reports for Monday/Wednes-
day/Friday sites are issued on Friday. Reports for Tuesday/ 
Th ursday sites are issued on Th ursdays. Make a point to go 
over these reports with your student, giving appropriate praise 
or expressing concern, as needed.

Follow up with concerns. If you have a concern about 
your student’s performance on a particular job, please call his or 
her STRIVE case manager and discuss your concerns. We wel-
come the opportunity to talk with you and to resolve any con-
cerns that might arise.

If at all possible, try to visit your student’s job 
sites at least once a year. Th is will help you visualize 
what your student is telling you when he or she is discussing 
what happened at work. Th is also will allow you to meet his or 
her supervising teachers.

Tips from STRIVE Teacher Chip Underwood. The 
STRIVE program is based at Oakland Meadow 

School. Questions? Call  770-513-6806.


