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Collins Hill High students earn German scholarship   
 
     Two Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students have the opportunity to 

expand their knowledge of the German language and culture after earning a full-year 

study abroad scholarship. The students, who have taken German courses for several 

years at Collins Hill High, are among a select group of 12 Georgia students who 

earned the Congress-Bundestag Scholarship. They earned the scholarship through a 

selective process in which they competed for one of 250 scholarships offered 

nationwide. 

     The Gwinnett students are: 

 Blake Hoover 
Blake recently completed his third year of German studies as an 11th grader.  
 

 Melissa Rary 
Melissa completed AP German as a 12th grader during the 2010-2011 school 
year. She also attended the Governor’s Honors Program in German during 
the summer of 2010.  
 

     The Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange program annually invites high school 

students who want to live with a host family and attend school for an academic year 

in Germany. As a Congress-Bundestag scholarship recipient, the Gwinnett students 

will gain first-hand experience of German life, including family, school, culture, 

recreation, and much more. They also will gain world views of current affairs and 

German social, economic, and political life. 

      Before flying to Germany, students selected for the program will stop in 

Washington, D.C., where they will participate in various pre-departure activities to 

meet other students and prepare for the year abroad. They also will have the 

opportunity to meet with German and American government officials. Upon arrival 

in Germany, they will begin language instruction and an intense orientation that will 

introduce German customs and essential language skills. Excursions to select German 

cities will allow them to see the country while learning more about its people. 

     This program has helped to prepare young people for life in a global society since 

1983.  
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