
 

 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 26, 2009  
News Media Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 
 
Glenn C. Jones Middle’s media specialist best of Gwinnett     
 
     The Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) Library Media Committee read 

the nominations and selected Julie Richardson, media specialist of Glenn C. Jones 

Middle, as the “2009 Gwinnett County Public Schools Library Media Specialist of 

the Year.” Ms. Richardson, part of the inaugural faculty who helped open her school 

in 2004, was honored during a surprise announcement on March 25, 2009, caught 

doing what she does best, working with students in Glenn C. Jones Middle’s media 

center. 

     “Julie is a passionate, tireless, advocate for literacy, which is the foundation for all 

school success, and never more important than in the ‘flat world’ we live in today” 

says Dr. Richard Holland, Glenn C. Jones Middle’s principal. 

     Dr. Holland credits the high achievement of Glenn C. Jones Middle students in 

part to Ms. Richardson’s key role working collaboratively with students and teachers. 

She is co-leader of the Literacy Council, leading fellow teachers in becoming literacy 

teachers by developing their “tool kits” of researched-based reading and writing. 

Literacy teachers then develop literate students, who acquire the skills necessary for 

the 21st century. As teachers implement research projects and activities, she works 

side-by-side with them on the variety of resources available for students. Ms. 

Richardson creates a welcoming and supportive environment as students visit the 

school’s media center for assistance with research projects, written reports, or 

selections for reading for pleasure. Passionate about her community, Ms. Richardson 

is active in and out of the media center. She coaches and leads the school’s Readers’ 

Rally team, organizes the book fairs, and invites community members to be part of 

the many activities as she promotes literacy.         

     A graduate of Parkview High, Ms. Richardson returned to the district in 1996 as a 

4th grade teacher at Nesbit Elementary. She taught mathematics and science for four 

years (1997-2002) at Creekland Middle before becoming Lanier Middle’s media 

specialist in 2002.  
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Two years later in 2004, she helped open Glenn C. Jones Middle. Ms. Richardson 

holds a master’s degree in Instructional Technology with certification in library 

media from the University of Georgia. She is currently pursuing her doctoral degree 

in Educational Technology. 

     Gwinnett’s Library Media Specialist of the Year title is awarded for individual 

excellence in the library media field through service to students, teachers, and 

community at the K-12 level. Selection by the school system library media 

committee is based on an individual’s promotion of reading and literature, leadership 

role, and involvement of parents and community members as partners. Parents, 

teachers, and administrators are invited each year to nominate a media specialist for 

the countywide honor.  
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