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Gwinnett fine arts students in the national spotlight    
 
     As the 2008-09 school year comes to a close, Gwinnett County Public Schools 

(GCPS) students are receiving notices of the awards and achievements they have 

earned, after putting their classroom lessons into practice. Below is a sampling of 

how GCPS fine arts students shine during recent competitions and upcoming exhibits 

throughout the spring and summer:  

 

River of Words 14th Annual Environmental Poetry and Art contest: 
Parkview High student Eunsil Choi will travel to Washington, D.C. later this month 
to be honored at an awards ceremony, after placing among the top national students 
during the River of Words 14th Annual Environmental Poetry and Art contest, the 
world’s largest youth poetry and art competition. Eunsil’s artwork won the grand 
prize in the contest’s category IV, for students in grades 10-12. Several other students 
were named national finalists including Drake Harris of Lovin Elementary; William 
Adams of Frank N. Osborne Middle; Tiffany Ling, Emilie Menzel, Courtney Reed, 
Hope Rogers, and Lucy Xu, all of Parkview High.   
 
The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers’ Scholastic Art & Writing Awards: 
The artwork of Collins Hill High students Jennifer Frisco and Soo Kim will be on 
display this summer in New York City, along with the work of Mill Creek High 
student Chelsea Hinkel, as part of The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers’ 
National Art Exhibition at the World Monuments Fund Gallery. The organization’s 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards program recently named the three students national 
medal winners. Both Collins Hill High students were named gold medal recipients, 
while the Mill Creek High student obtained a silver medal. Before being named 
national medalists, the three students also were recognized as regional gold and silver 
key honorees. More than 140,000 works of art and writing pieces were submitted at 
the regional level. Approximately 10,000 submissions were reviewed on the national 
level, of which only 1,000 received national honors. In addition to the exhibit running 
June 3-24, The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers will honor the award recipients 
and their teachers June 3-5 at a national celebration in New York City. The 
celebration includes the National Awards Ceremony at Carnegie Hall, where teachers 
Karen Campbell of Collins Hill High, and Kelly Guyotte of Mill Creek High will 
be honored as gold medal recipients to recognize their roles as instructors and 
mentors.   
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Festivals of Music contest:  
Norcross High music students returned home to Gwinnett County with several 
additional trophies after participating in the Festivals of Music contest in New York 
City in April. The Norcross High Band earned the Music Esprit de Corps Award 
which spotlights the performance of the students throughout the festival 
demonstrating the highest level of responsible behavior. Personal integrity, quality 
character values, a desire for excellence, and a spirit of cooperation serve as the 
cornerstone qualities of the Esprit de Corps Award. The Norcross High Wind 
Symphony earned the William D. Revelli Concert Band Award, the first place award 
for the contest. The band also was awarded a Superior Trophy and the Championship 
Award. The Norcross High Symphonic Band earned second place in its class, also 
earning the Excellent Trophy. 
 

Congressional Art competition:  
The artwork of Phoenix High student Victoria Valdez will be on display at the U.S. 
Capitol this summer, after her first-place finish in the recent Congressional Art 
Competition. As first-place winner, Victoria earns a $1,500 annual scholarship to 
Savannah College of Art and Design and a $10,000 Atlanta Art institute Scholarship. 
She also receives airfare tickets to the travel to Washington, D.C., in June.    
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