
 
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF  
EDUCATION 

Dr. Robert McClure, 
Chairman 

Louise Radloff, 
Vice Chairman 
Carole Boyce 

Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Daniel D. Seckinger 

 
 

J. Alvin Wilbanks, 
Superintendent 

 

 

THE MISSION OF 

GWINNETT COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
is to pursue excellence 

in academic knowledge, 
skills, and behavior 

for each student, 
resulting in measured 
improvement against 
local, national, and 

world-class standards. 
 

437 Old Peachtree Road NW 
Suwanee, GA  30024-2978 

678-301-6000 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 31, 2006 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 
 

Decision 2006: Peachtree Ridge High students to run mock election    
 
     Enter Peachtree Ridge High and you’ll find hallways flooded with campaign material. 

But no one is running for class president. Flyers and signs are hanging from bulletin boards 

encouraging students to register to vote for the November general election. Peachtree Ridge 

High social studies classes have organized a mock election, where students will vote for their 

own governor and state superintendent of education. 

     The election project is led by Social Studies Department Chair Seth Hersch, who teaches 

gifted economics and political systems, and Advanced Placement United States government. 

“This project provides students with a hands-on simulation of our nation’s democratic voting 

process.” says Mr. Hersch. “By creating greater civic awareness and involvement, it is hoped 

that social studies course content will become more tangible and therefore relevant in the 

lives of students.” 

     Students in Mr. Hersch’s gifted economics and political systems class created a student 

friendly voter guide. In addition, these students are registering the rest of the school to vote. 

The students visit the school’s commons area during lunch time and walk up table-to-table 

explaining the election, and encourage students to vote. They give out a small slip of paper 

that serves as proof of registration and also contains the computer log-in number needed to 

cast a vote in the computer lab on election day. Student registrars will pass off the listed 

names of students to other class members who are seated in the cafeteria and hold the master 

list of all Peachtree Ridge High students. The master list will be used on the election day for 

voter check-in. Students will pay close attention to the number of students that don’t register, 

as well as to those that lose their registration slip. “This, I believe, is an important feature of 

the process as this simulates voting in the real world.” says Mr. Hersch. 

      Election day at Peachtree Ridge High will take place on two days; Thursday, November 

2, and Friday, November 3. The social studies students will share the results with the rest of 

the school.  

     Members of the media are invited to be part of a registration drive on Wednesday, 

November 1, 2006, between 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. An opportunity to watch the students 

cast their ballots will take place Thursday, November 2, and Friday, November 3. 

     Media representatives interested in covering this student project should notify the 

Department of Communication and Media Relations. 
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