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Community support funds healthy initiatives  
for McKendree Elementary    
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students at McKendree Elementary 

are enjoying a newly-completed asphalt track, part of the school’s initiative to meet 

students’ health and fitness needs. The school’s newest addition was built in part 

thanks to a $5,000 Toolbox for Education grant from the Lowe’s Charitable and 

Educational Foundation for Project STRIDE (Students Taking Responsibility In Diet 

And Exercise). The McKendree Elementary community will use the brand new track 

this week as it holds a Fun Run/Walk to raise additional funds for the track and other 

healthy initiatives. Parents and other guests are encouraged to attend and participate 

with their child(ren) in this fun-filled fitness event to benefit all McKendree 

Elementary students. The event takes place Friday, March 6 (rain date Monday, 

March 9) 8:30 a.m.-1:15 p.m. at the McKendree Elementary track and field area, 

1600 Riverside Parkway in Lawrenceville.  

     The first annual McKendree Elementary Fun Run/Walk will raise funds for 

renovations and additions to the school’s outdoor playground as well as for the new 

track. The track is used in daily physical education classes, before and after school 

jogging clubs, a faculty walking club, and events like the annual Fun Run/Walk. 

     McKendree Elementary is one of more than 1,000 schools or parent organizations 

to earn a Lowe’s Toolbox for Education grant for parent-initiated school 

improvement projects benefiting K-12 students across the United States during the 

2008-2009 school year. The Toolbox for Education program has provided more than 

3,000 grants totaling $13.7 million since 2006, benefitting more than 1 million school 

children.   

 

For more information about the event and the new addition at McKendree 

Elementary, please contact McKendree Elementary teacher Dana Marsal  

at 678-377-8923 
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