
 GCPS has very clear expectations for student 
 behavior. To ensure a safe school climate, 
 misbehavior simply won’t be tolerated.
• The Gwinnett County Board of Education adopted as 

one of its seven strategic goals the following: 
 “Ensure a safe, secure, and 

orderly environment for all.”
• Simply put, students can’t 

learn and teachers can’t teach 
in an atmosphere that is un-
safe or feels unsafe. That’s why 
disruptive infl uences and be-
havior— from drugs, alcohol, 
and weapons to bullying, 

 harassment, and fi ghting—  
are not allowed.

• Our students and their 
families know what we expect in terms of behavior 
and academics. Student/parent handbooks provide 
a wealth of information for parents and students. 
In addition, they clearly spell out what’s considered 
unacceptable behavior at school, on the bus, and 
during school-sponsored activities. The consequences 
for misbehavior are just as clearly communicated. No 
surprises.

G winnett County Public Schools has an  
 important safety message to share with our 

community. It’s about being proactive, about all the big 
things— and the small ones— that help ensure students 
and staff feel safe and secure as they go about the business 
of teaching and learning.

Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) has a long-
standing  commitment to safe and secure schools. Tragic 
events in other communities have put the public spotlight 
on school safety, here and around the country. However, 
GCPS has been working on school safety as routine busi-
ness for years, knowing that a safe environment is essential 
to student learning. Our plans are to continue to take the 
important measures that have kept our schools safe in the 
past, and to work to refi ne, add, and enhance programs to 
ensure safe schools in the future.

Safe, Secure, Successful Schools—
Gwinnett County Public Schools

While education is our core business, it doesn’t hap-
pen in a vacuum. Student learning has as much to do with 
school climate as with school curriculum, with discipline 
rules as with grammar rules. Education is about listening to 
kids, not just talking to them or at them. It’s about develop-
ing trust-based relationships within our school communi-
ties. That’s why we’re sharing the facts about safety in our 
schools; so that everyone hears them and everyone accepts 
the responsibility of doing their part to make schools safe.

Understand this: our schools are safe… one of the saf-
est places a child can be. It’s not  by accident, but by design. 
We believe our schools are safe because the School Board, 
staff, parents, students, and community demand that they 
be. In addition, they work together to make it so. The fol-
lowing facts about safety measures in Gwinnett are meant 
to inform, to encourage, and to reassure. Please read on…

Some safety facts to know and share

1  Gwinnett encourages a culture of safety through 
proper dress, expected behavior, and open lines of 
communication with trusted adults.

• Dress codes are in place at each school in support of 
the board’s policy that forbids “… any item of clothes 

which will distract from the learning 
process of other students…” These dress 
codes are found in school handbooks 
and/or on the school Web site.
• Misbehavior is the exception, not 
the rule, among our students:.
• We don’t wait for bad things to 
happen before we start listening to 
kids. Our schools have been success-
ful in intercepting drugs and weapons 
on school property as a direct result of 
students giving tips to school resource 

offi cers (SROs) or other adults at school.
• Adults are visible and vigilant— in classes, at class 

changes, at the beginning and end of the school day, 
during lunch, in school parking lots. It’s simple— 
watchful adults deter disruptive behavior by students.

• Anyone may call the GCPS’ confi dential hotline at 
(770) 822-6513 to report risky behaviors or threats.
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Gwinnett County’s safe 
schools are the result of…

• Sensible safety measures
• A community committed to safe 

schools
• An attitude that doesn’t tolerate threats 

to the education of our children
• The expectation that all students will 

behave so their peers can learn and 
teachers can teach



 GCPS provides education options for students 
who get in trouble, teaching them important les-
sons about choices and consequences while they 
continue their coursework.

• Programs like Project Rescue and the Gwinnett 
Intervention Education (GIVE) Centers put troubled 
students back on course to a diploma and future suc-
cess, while addressing their behavior and discipline 
problems.

 Annual perception surveys show that our students, 
parents, and staff feel their local schools are safe.

• Each year, at every school, a random sample of 
students, staff, and parents are asked about their 
perceptions of safety in our schools and on our bus 
routes. Results consistently show our schools have the 
confi dence of the vast majority of respondents. Bot-
tomline...  most people feel their school is safe.

 Gwinnett schools employ common-sense measures 
to ensure safety on our campuses…

• For example, all visitors to our schools must sign-in 
in the school offi ce. Students coming to and leaving 
campus during class hours must go through the offi ce 
as well. Administrators are visible. Classrooms and 
trailers have call-back buttons. Proper dress preserves 
the learning environment. SROs, as licensed police 
offi cers, serve each cluster. These offi cers are housed 
at the high schools and at several middle schools. All 
buses have radios. Our schools have walkie talkies and 
weather radios.

 … however, we continually look for innovative 
ways to make our schools even more secure.

• Many schools house security cameras.  GCPS partners  
with local law enforcement to address safety concerns 
on campus and in school communities. We have call-
tracing capabilities. And, local schools, working with 
parents, school councils, and school communities 
have implemented safety initiatives to address specifi c 
conerns.

 Each school has a crisis management team— 
trained to respond, prepared to intervene, and 
engaged in prevention.

• GCPS administrators, SROs, teachers, front-line 
 secretaries, and counselors participated in crisis 
 management training.
• The school-based teams work with their local school 

colleagues to recognize and prevent security problems 
and to handle a crisis should one occur— from severe 
weather to a threat of violence.

• The GCPS Crisis Management Manual outlines 
what should be done if an emergency occurs in a 
school. These steps are designed to minimize risks 
for students and staff, while helping schools return 
to normal as quickly as possible after an incident has 
disrupted school operations.

 Every school has a local school safety plan.
 Because every school has unique safety considerations, 

specifi c safety plans are designed, implemented, and 
practiced locally. These plans are updated annually 
and have been approved by the Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency.

 The district works with community partners— 
 local law enforcement, the juvenile justice system, 

and emergency-response agencies— to ensure our 
schools are safe places to teach and to learn.

• Representatives from state and county emergency-re-
sponse agencies are a part of the school system’s Safe 
Schools Committee. These agencies also are involved 
in training of staff. In addition, local school leaders 
meet with local law enforcement and fi re agencies in 
the county to ensure they have information about the 
school and its response procedures..

• By being involved in our schools, PTAs, school volun-
teers, business partners, and others in the community 
help make our schools a safe and secure environ-
ment for learning. Their interest in our students and 
involvement in our schools enrich Gwinnett.

 A host of programs and strategies in Gwinnett 
schools are aimed at stopping confl ict before it occurs 
or escalates, and at discouraging risky behaviors.

• Age-appropriate programs address preventive measures 
for all students and interventions for those who have 
had a discipline run-in. Students learn about confl ict 
resolution; anti-bullying techniques; how to say “no” 
to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gangs, and violence; deal-
ing with and reporting harassment; and coping skills. 
As needed, disruptive students attend bus behavior 
classes with their parents; and drug-awareness activi-
ties are offered for fi rst-time offenders.
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We all have a part to play 
in keeping them safe and successful. 

Share the facts.
Help spread the word.

SAFE, SECURE, SUCCESSFUL 
SCHOOLS:  OUR

COMMUNITY’S TREASURE
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