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It’s your book. It’s your plan. It’s your future.
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WELCOME TO ‘THE FRESHMAN BOOK’…
YOUR PREVIEW OF   THE 9TH GRADE
Are you counting the days yet? High school is right around the corner, and with it, a lot of new and
exciting opportunities.
So, what’s that mean for you? For one thing, more choices. In fact, “The Freshman Book” is a preview
of your choices for the 9th grade and a sampling of a bigger, more comprehensive book that you’ll get next fall,
called “The Choice Book.” From a range of academic options and a host of elective classes to career pathways
and dozens of extracurricular opportunities, the next four years are full of choices for you and your classmates.
While you’ll have lots of choices to make now and in high school, you’re not alone. You’ll have advisors, counselors, teachers, and your family helping you all along the way, answering your questions and offering support.
One question you may have right now is “What will I find in ‘The Freshman Book’?”
— If you’re like most kids, you’re probably wondering what to expect in high school. Look for answers to
some of the most frequently asked questions on pages 2 and 3.
— You’ll also find some tips on page 11 that will help you get and stay on track for a great high school career.
— Not to say that high school has a language all its own, but there are a few terms that may be new to you.
Check out those need-to-know words on pages 5 and 6.
— Just to make sure we’ve covered the bases, you’ll find some specific information about eligibility requirements for competition as well as specifics on graduation requirements, the grading scale and report cards,
testing, and attendance on pages 6 and 7. You’ll get more detailed information in these areas in August.
— Next fall, you’ll be looking ahead and working out a four-year plan (see page 8), but you can get started
with your 9th grade worksheet on page 9. How will you know which classes you can take next year?
Course descriptions make up the rest of the preview book on pages 12–15. You can see a transcript
sample on page 16. Your advisor will talk to you about your transcript in the fall.
By the way, “The Freshman Book” is designed
for students, but share it with your family,
too, OK? They may be having a tough time with you
leaving middle school and moving on to high school. It
might make them feel better to know what your freshman
year will be like.

So, like it says on the cover,
“The Freshman Book” is your book.
We hope you’ll use it to develop your plan
for high school and beyond.
After all, it’s your future.
Good luck with
your transition to high school!

Remember, “The Freshman Book”
and “The Choice Book” are
important planning tools.
Really read them. Write in them.
Use the worksheets to map out
your options and keep track of your
accomplishments. And, perhaps most
important, hold onto these books.
In just a few short years, you’ll be
putting together college applications
and résumés. Those completed
worksheets will be very useful as you
look back at high school and your
record of achievement.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
I want to make sure I’m ready for college. How do I decide what classes to take?

The best advice… Challenge yourself to take the toughest classes in which you can be successful. You’ll be better
prepared for success in college and many colleges consider the difficulty of an applicant’s high school curriculum in
making admission decisions.
But, how do I decide which courses will be most challenging for me?

In the course descriptions in this book (pages 12–15), you’ll notice that a number of courses are required—
for instance, certain courses in math, science, language arts, and social studies— and that each class has several options
or levels, with some offering an accelerated format or a more in-depth approach for students who excel in that area
of study. For some courses, especially upper-level ones, you may be able to take Advanced Placement (AP) classes.
Students who take these college-level courses and do well on AP exams may earn college credit or skip required entrylevel classes in college. Talk to your parents, your teachers, and your counselor about which option best suits your
academic strengths and prepares you for the courses you’ll take in college.
When do my grades start “counting” for my college applications?

It’s important for you to know that 9th grade is not a “practice year” when it comes to grades. In other words, your
freshman grades count just as much as the grades you earn as a junior or senior, and college admissions officers will see
all of those grades on your high school transcript. (See page 16 for a sample.) All high school grades are factored into
your GPA and Cumulative GPA. (See page 5 for a guide to understanding grade averages.) All grades in your academic
courses count toward eligibility for the HOPE Scholarship program. Next fall, in “The Choice Book,” you’ll learn more
about what a difference even a few low grades or a less challenging course schedule can make over four years.
I can see my grades will be important from the very beginning. How can I make sure I’ll do well in my classes?

On page 11, check out some advice from counselors about how to get the most out of high school. Your teachers, your
counselor, your advisor, and your family will all be behind you and encouraging you to do your best work from the first
day, but a lot of your success in high school depends on you!
What are some things I can do at home?

Be organized, and keep up with homework assignments and projects. Study class lecture notes to review what was
taught in class, even when you do not have assigned homework in a subject. Begin studying for a test several days
ahead, so you have time to review the material and retain it.
If I am not doing well in a course, what should I do?

The first step is to speak with your classroom teacher and set up a time before or after school (or during school,
depending upon your schedule) for extra help from your teacher. You also may sign up for student tutoring sessions
if they are available at your school. If you need additional suggestions, speak with your advisor or schedule an
appointment with your school counselor.
If I am failing a class, can I drop it mid-semester?

No. Dropping a class mid-semester is not an option.
How do I make up a course if I fail?

Courses can be made up during summer school, through School-Plus or Phoenix High School courses after the school
day, or through Gwinnett County Online Campus outside of the school day. See your counselor or advisor for more
information.
If a student fails a course and retakes the course, is the first failed grade cancelled out?

No. Once a student earns a semester grade, it will never be removed from the academic record (transcript). Required
courses must be retaken if failed. Both semester grades will be a part of the academic record and the high school grade
percent average, and also will be considered for HOPE scholarship eligibility.
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Do high schools award grades for “effort”?

No. High school students do not earn effort grades. Semester grades reflect your academic achievement in the class.
When are final exams?

Final exams have two parts— performance (written) and multiple choice. Final multiple-choice exams are given the
last few days of the semester and each one is approximately two hours long. Students take two exams per day, and
are released early on these exam days. For courses with a state-required End of Course Test (EOCT), that exam is the
multiple-choice final.
Are PE and Health required courses? Do I have to take them in 9th grade?

Yes, Introduction to Lifetime Fitness (PE) and Introduction to Health are required for graduation. You do not have
to take these courses in 9th grade, although that schedule is best for most students. Students who want room in their
schedules for extra electives— for example, art, music, or technical education— may choose to take PE and/or Health
during the summer before or after 9th grade through face-to-face summer school classes or through Gwinnett Online
Campus. (Go to www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com for more information.) In addition, students earning three credits of
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) fulfill the PE/Health requirement for graduation.
When will I get the drug and alcohol certificate I need for my driver’s license?

During Health class, you will participate in a one-week seminar on drugs and alcohol, called the Alcohol and Drug
Awareness Program (ADAP). You will receive a certificate to show you completed the course. Keep the certificate, as
you will need it when you apply for your driver’s license. You also must contact the registrar at your school to request
a certificate of attendance. You will need the ADAP certificate and certificate of attendance to apply for both a learner’s
permit and a driver’s license. If a student is not present for the ADAP course, the health teacher can provide an opportunity to learn the content online and receive the certificate. For complete information on driver’s license requirements,
go to the Department of Driver Services website (http://www.dds.ga.gov/ADAP).
Should I take another language as my elective in the 9th grade?

A minimum of two years of coursework in the same modern or classical language is required for admission to Georgia
four-year colleges and universities. Many students enjoy language courses and take them all four years in high school.
Specific out-of-state colleges require up to four years of modern or classical language study. Beginning study of another
language in the 9th grade allows you to take additional years of study if you want or need these classes.
When will I have an opportunity to take elective courses that interest me? What electives can I take?

Once you fulfill the requirements for Health and PE— either during the school year, or in summer school— you will
have more flexibility in your schedule. Elective courses are available in academic areas, fine arts, technical education,
and PE/fitness. Many students consider possible careers and select elective courses accordingly. If you are interested in
taking courses at Maxwell High School of Technology or in the Grayson High School Technical Education Program,
schedule an appointment with your school counselor to determine when you can best fit these courses into your high
school schedule. If you are interested in visual or performing arts (for instance, band, drama, or photography), and
hope to pursue a scholarship in the arts, you may choose to take these elective courses every year. However, taking additional electives will require careful planning. See your advisor or school counselor for more information. Note: Some
technical education courses meet the requirements for a fourth science credit, a state graduation requirement. Please see
your counselor for details.
How important is it to be involved in extracurricular activities, such as clubs, sports, and volunteer projects?

School leaders recommend that all students participate in one or more extracurricular activity while in high school.
Students who are involved in activities feel more connected to the school. Also, colleges and scholarship committees
frequently request information on extracurricular participation and demonstrated leadership while in high school.
Why do the high schools start so early?

The time of day high school begins is determined by the bus schedule in that school cluster. High schools begin earlier
and get out earlier than other schools in the cluster, allowing students to participate in after-school sports and activities.
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QUESTIONS ABOUT MY HIGH SCHOOL
Here are some questions you may want to ask about your own high school.
When do I find out about my schedule and teachers?
Will I have a homeroom? Do I go there first?

What time does the media center open? How late
does it stay open?

When will I get my locker? Do I need a lock? Will it be
near my classes?

What resources does my school have if I need help
in a class? Does the school have a tutoring center?
Who should I talk to if I’m having problems at school
or at home?

How much time do I have between classes?
Do we get breaks during the day?

What time does school start? What if I’m late to
school? What if I’m late to class?

What do I do if I have to leave school during the day?
What do I do if I am absent from school? How do I
get my missed assignments?

When is lunch? How long does it last? What’s the
menu like in high school? How do I set up a cafeteria
meal account?

Will older students be in my classes, or will I only
be with 9th graders? Are all grades together at lunch
and during class changes?

How will I find my way around? Are there maps or
people to give directions? What do I do if I get lost?

When can I try out for sports teams? Does the school
have intramural or club sports? How do I find out
about clubs and activities at my school?

How do I e-mail my teachers, advisor, or counselor?
What is the dress code? Where can I get spiritwear
for my school?
Are cellphones or MP3 players allowed at school?
Can I bring my laptop or tablet to school?
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WORDS YOU NEED TO KNOW…
Advisement Program: A structured, non-graded por-

tion of the day in which students receive school information and discuss grade-level appropriate topics with their
advisor.
Agenda Book: An organizational tool for students

Elective Courses: Classes that may be selected by the

student and are included in the 23 credits/units required
for high school graduation.
Eligibility: Mandatory guidelines for student participa-

that includes the school handbook, calendar of school
events, assignment book, and reference information.

tion in sports and extracurricular activities. Check with
your local school athletic director for details. See page 6
to learn more.

AKS (Academic Knowledge and Skills): Gwinnett’s

Four-Year Plan: This plan is an outline of the courses a

custom, Board-approved curriculum that spells out
the essential things students are expected to know and
be able to do for each subject. The AKS curriculum is
aligned to state standards. For more information about
the AKS, go to www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us and follow the
AKS/Curriculum Quick Link.
AP (Advanced Placement): Rigorous, college-level

coursework taken in high school. Students who make a
3 or better (1–5 scale) on the AP exams at the end of the
year may earn college credit or skip entry-level college
classes.
Career Pathway: A grouping of courses in Technical

Education that provides knowledge and skills to prepare
students for postsecondary studies and the workplace.
Careful planning is required if a student wants to include
technical classes in his or her high school schedule. See
your advisor or school counselor for more information.
Class Rank: A student’s standing based on his or her

student plans to take while in high school. It takes into
consideration the student’s academic history, career
goals, interests, and plans for additional education beyond high school.

Gifted Courses: Rigorous coursework for students who

qualify for gifted education services. Gifted sections are
designated by local schools.
Grades: Understanding GPA and CGPA

Grade Percent Average (GPA): The average of all of

a student’s course GPAs in every high school course
he or she has taken. For example, a student with A’s
and B’s might have a total GPA of 94%.
Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA): The

average of all of a student’s course GPAs in every high
school course the student has taken, using 4 for an A,
3 for a B, etc. For example, a student with A’s and B’s
might have a CGPA of 3.4.

cumulative grade percent average as compared with
that of other members of the class. In a class of 100, the
student with the highest grade percent average would be
Number 1 and the lowest Number 100. (See box at right.)

Honors Courses: Rigorous coursework for students

Common Core Georgia Performance Standards:

HOPE Scholarship Program: (Helping Outstanding

State-approved performance standards adopted
as Gwinnett’s AKS curriculum in Language Arts
and Mathematics. The standards help to define the
knowledge and skills students should have during their
K–12 education so that they will graduate high school
fully prepared for college and careers. Adopted at the
state level, the Common Core will be phased in over
time.
Core Courses: Refers to both required and elective

courses in language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. (For college-admission standards, modern/
classical language credits also are included in the Core
Course category.)
Credits/Units: The terms credits and units are used in-

terchangeably to identify how much each course passed
counts toward meeting the 23 credits/units required for
graduation from high school.

who excel in that content area. Honors sections are designated by local schools.
Pupils Educationally) An educational funding program
through the Georgia Lottery, offering three different
funding options are available through HOPE.
• HOPE Grant: As of 2012, the HOPE Grant pays
a portion of tuition for qualified students who are
enrolled in eligible diploma or certificate programs at
selected technical colleges and institutes in Georgia.
• HOPE Scholarship: As of 2012, the HOPE Scholarship pays a portion of tuition for eligible students
who are enrolled in public colleges and universities in
the state of Georgia. The amount of the award will be
adjusted annually, based on lottery revenue. Eligible
students enrolled in a Georgia private college or university may qualify for a private HOPE award plus a
Georgia Tuition Equalization Grant.
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• The Zell Miller Scholarship: As of 2012, students

who meet more rigorous GPA, coursework, and
testing standards qualify for full tuition at Georgia’s
public institutions and the full private HOPE award
at private Georgia colleges and universities.

a fee for these courses. Check with your local community
school director. Courses vary from location to location.
Semester: An 18-week instructional period during

Go to www.gacollege411.org for more information.

which students earn .5 credits (traditional schedule)
or 1.0 credits (block schedule) for each course passed.
The school year is comprised of two semesters.

Hospital/Homebound (Teleclass): A program offered

Summer School: A shorter, more intensive session

to students who cannot attend in a regular setting due
to illness or accident. To participate in the program, students must expect to be absent from school for at least
10 consecutive school days. Check with your counselor
for the necessary form to enter the program.
Online Courses: There are three options for online

learning through Gwinnett County Online Campus
(GOC). All offer AKS curriculum courses found at
traditional high schools for credit.

Full-Time Charter School: GOC offers a full-time
course of study at no cost for students who would like
to earn a GCPS diploma online.
Guided Study for credit recovery: For a fee, students may retake a course that he or she previously
failed to recover credit toward graduation.
Supplemental Program: For a fee, students may take
courses to get ahead or make room in their schedule
for electives.
Postsecondary: Referring to college or technical col-

lege/institute coursework.

Prerequisites: Courses, test scores, and/or grade level

that must be completed before taking the next sequential
course, grade, etc.
Required Courses: Specific courses that must be suc-

offering students the opportunity to repeat or take additional courses required for high school graduation, either face-to-face at a school or through Online Campus.
Technical Education: Elective courses focusing

on knowledge and skills that prepare students for
postsecondary studies and for work in business and
technical fields.
Transcript: The complete record of all high school

courses taken and grades earned. A student’s transcript
contains his or her cumulative record. See page 16 for a
sample transcript.

ELIGIBILITY FOR COMPETITION
In Georgia, the governing body for all competitive interscholastic teams is the Georgia High School Association
(GHSA). The GHSA by-laws state, “All students establishing eligibility as entering 9th graders are automatically eligible for the first semester.”
All entering 9th graders start with a clean slate and are
eligible to try out for all GHSA-sanctioned activities at
the high school. At the end of the first semester and all
subsequent semesters, a student who wishes to try out
must pass a minimum of five out of six courses and be
on track for graduation.

cessfully completed prior to high school graduation.
These courses must be retaken if not passed the first time.

Note: The GHSA requirements for being on track for graduation and the GCPS promotion policy are not the same.

School-Plus Classes: An opportunity for students to

Students will not be permitted to practice or participate
in athletic activities on a school day if they have been
absent for more than one-half of the day or have served
in-school suspension that day.

retake a course they have previously failed in order to receive credit. This opportunity is provided after the end of
the school day, through the community school. There is

GCPS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to earn a regular Gwinnett County high school diploma, students must:
• Learn the AKS to earn the course credits/units required by the state, including those courses with a statemandated End of Course Test;
• Pass Gwinnett’s High School Gateway Writing Assessment, which is administered in the 10th grade; and
• Pass the Georgia High School Writing Test, which is administered in the 11th grade.
As GCPS and Georgia transition to the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards in the coming years, the
statewide assessment program will transition as well. Watch for more information about assessment changes and
their impact on state graduation requirements as you start your high school career.
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STATE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Areas of Study Required

ATTENDANCE POLICIES
State law requires attendance at school from ages 6 to 16.
Excused absences are defined by state law and include
only the following:
a. Personal illness, or when attendance in school
endangers the health of others;
b. Serious illness or death in immediate family;
c. Recognized religious holidays;
d. Student under orders from court or other government agency;
e. Service as a page in the General Assembly;
f. Conditions rendering attendance impossible or
hazardous to health or safety;
g. Registration to vote or voting in a public election;
h. Up to five excused absences per year for students
whose parent/legal guardian is in military service
and is being sent overseas for active duty, on leave
from active duty, or returning from active duty;
i. Foster care students attending court proceedings
relating to the student’s foster care; and
j. Service in the Student Teen Election Participant
(STEP) program.

Units

Language Arts

4*

Mathematics

4*

Science

4*

(The 4th science unit may be used to meet
both the science and an elective requirement.)
Social Studies

3*

Modern/Classical Language and/or
Technical Education and/or Fine Arts

3*

Health and Physical Education

1

Electives

4

Total Units (Minimum)

23

* For admission to a University System of Georgia

college or university, students are required to pass
specific courses in each academic area, including two
units of the same Modern or Classical Language. Core
academic courses, both required and elective, are
included in calculation of the HOPE GPA for HOPE
Scholarship eligibility.

Absences are unexcused for all other reasons, including
but not limited to:
a. Missing the bus, oversleeping, power outages;
b. Vacations, trips, family visits, college visits, nonschool-sponsored competitions and events; and
c. Car trouble, babysitting, running errands, traffic
accidents/problems.

GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GRADING SCALE
		
A = 90% and Above

CGPA value

4.0

B = 80%–89%

3.0

C = 74%–79%

2.0

D = 70%–73%

1.0

F = Below 70%

0.0

Students who miss 30 minutes or more of class will be
considered absent from that class.
Georgia law requires schools to report students with 10
unexcused absences to the Georgia Department of Motor Vehicles, which could result in the loss or denial of a
learner’s permit or driver’s license.

REPORTS TO PARENTS
Parent Portal at

2

Progress Reports and Report Cards

GCPS’ Parent Portal offers parents online, timely, and
secure access to their student’s school information. Contact
the school for registration details. Parents can:
• Find grades for projects, tests, homework, and quizzes for
current courses, including missing work.
• Access an overview of their student’s grades, attendance,
discipline record, and program information.
• Review their student’s results on standardized tests.
• See summary information about their student’s library
materials and textbooks, and check the current balance in
their student’s MyPaymentsPlus account.
• E-mail their student’s teacher directly from the portal.

High school teachers give each student a written
progress report of his or her status at the end of each
six weeks/nine weeks, depending on the student’s
school. Parents may request a student’s grades at
other times as well, and may access grades 24/7 via
the Parent Portal.
Report cards for first semester are given to students
during the first two weeks of the following semester.
Report cards for second semester are available approximately seven days after the semester ends.
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Date Plan Completed ___________________________________

Career Pathway (if applicable) _ __________________________

Student Number _ ______________________________________

4 Credits; including
1 Credit of Freshman
Language Arts, and
1 Credit of
Junior
Language Arts

Credits
Required

4 Credits; including
Algebra I CC,
Geometry CC, and
Algebra II CC

Math - MA

LA _____________________
MA _____________________
SC _____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

LA _____________________
MA _____________________
SC _____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

1st Semester

2nd Semester

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

LA
MA
SC
SS

LA
MA
SC
SS

For promotion to 10th grade: 5 Credits
including no fewer than 0.5 Core LA, 0.5
Core MA, 0.5 Core SC

1st Semester
2nd Semester

9th Grade

10th Grade

3 Credits; including
1 Credit World History,
1 Credit U.S. History,
.5 Credit Political
Systems, and
.5 Credit Economics

4 Credits; including
Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, and science
elective

11th Grade

23 Credits

3 Credits (Any Combination)

1 Credit; including
.5 Credit Intro. to Lifetime
Fitness, and
.5 Credit Intro.
to Health or
3.0 Credits JROTC

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

LA
MA
SC
SS

LA
MA
SC
SS

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

LA
MA
SC
SS

LA
MA
SC
SS

For promotion to 12th grade: 17 Credits
including no fewer than 2.5 Core LA, 2.5
Core MA, 2.5 Core SC, 1.5 Core SS

12th Grade

*2 credits of the same modern/classical language are
required for university admissions in the state of Georgia.

4 Credits

Total

Modern/Classical Language*,
Fine Arts, Technical Education Electives

Health &
Physical Education

For promotion to 11th grade: 11 Credits
including no fewer than 1.5 Core LA, 1.5
Core MA, 1.5 Core SC, 0.5 Core SS

MY CHOICES

Social Studies – SS

Science - SC

Gifted and Honors sections are designated by local schools.

Language Arts - LA

Subject

Students are required to pass the Georgia High School Writing Test and the High School Gateway, as well as core classes requiring an EOCT, in order to to earn a regular high school diploma.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Student Signature _________________________________________

Teacher/Advisor __________________________________________

Student _ ________________________________________________

GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TENTATIVE FOUR-YEAR PLAN OF STUDY FOR STUDENTS
ENTERING HIGH SCHOOL IN 2013–14

1st Semester
2nd Semester

1st Semester
2nd Semester
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9TH GRADE WORKSHEET
COURSE CHOICES

Language Arts
Freshman Language
Arts

Mathematics
(see Mathematics
sequence, page 10)

Science

Social Studies

Algebra I CC

Biology

World Geography

Accelerated Algebra I CC
Accelerated Geometry CC

Gifted and Honors sections are
designated by local schools.

I plan to take
First Semester

Modern/Classical
Language, Fine Arts,
Technical Education

Important note:
AP Human Geography Two credits of the same Modern or Classical Language are
required for university admissions in the state of Georgia.

Electives/
Health and
Physical
Education
See course
description
section.

Total
6*

*Note: For promotion to 10th grade, a student must pass classes to earn
5 or more credits, including a minimum of .5 credit in core Language
Arts class, .5 credit in core Mathematics, and .5 in core Science

Second Semester

Summer Session		

my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests
In 9th grade, I would like to be involved in:

worksheet | 9
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Accelerated
Geometry CC
EOCT

Accelerated Sequence B

Accelerated
Algebra I CC
EOCT

Accelerated Sequence A

Algebra I CC
EOCT

Standard Sequence

9th Grade

Accelerated
Geometry CC
EOCT

Geometry CC
EOCT

10th Grade

Accelerated
Precalculus CC

AP Statistics* or
AP Calculus AB/BC*

Accelerated
Precalculus CC

Algebra II CC

11th Grade

Special education students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) should discuss math sequence options with their case manager.

Additional options to fulfill the fourth required math credit are available and vary by school.

Gifted and Honors sections are designated by local schools.

AP Statistics* or
AP Calculus AB/BC*;
Dual Enrollment

AP Calculus AB/BC*
or AP Statistics*

Precalculus CC

12th Grade

*These courses will fulfill the math
requirement for this sequence.

Four credits of Mathematics are required, including Algebra I CC, Geometry CC, Algebra II CC, or equivalent courses.

CC designates Common Core standards in Mathematics courses.

Accelerated
Integrated Algebra I
EOCT

8th Grade Math

8th Grade

Important: Mathematics is a required course every year.

GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
RECOMMENDED MATHEMATICS SEQUENCES (GRADES 8–12)

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL
Making a Successful Transition from Middle School to High School
A few months from now, you’ll make the transition to high school.
If you thought the move from 5th grade to middle school was a big
change, get ready for this next leap! Although this is an exciting
time, it can be stressful, too. Here are some tips for making a
smooth transition and getting the most out of high school:
Get there!
Come to school every day. You will be able to keep up with work in your classes and ask for extra help when you need
it most.
Get involved!
You’ll feel more a part of the school if you join a club, play a sport, or participate in the band or theater. Your high
school has lots of options. Check it out!
Get organized!
Use your agenda book as an assignment book, planner, and organizer. Write down assignments for every class, every
day. Write the date that long-term projects are due on a calendar, and refer to it often. Begin long-term projects long
before they are due.
Get started!
Do your homework from the first day. Keep up with assignments, and ask for help from your teacher or advisor if you
get behind or have questions. If you are absent, ask the teacher what you missed and complete make-up work by the
deadline your teacher gives you.
Get settled!
Set a time and specific place at home to do your homework. Choose a place where you will not be distracted and
interrupted. Get into this daily routine. Read over class notes you wrote down even if you don’t have homework in that
subject. Daily review strengthens your ability to remember important information.
Get connected!
Find good study partners in subjects that are more difficult for you. Get phone numbers so you can call them from
home while you are doing your homework. Write down teachers’ e-mail addresses or websites, if available, for at-home
assistance if you need it.
Get ahead!
Your high school academic record begins from your first day in the 9th grade. Freshman course grades count JUST AS
MUCH in your GPA as your grades in senior courses. Get them right the first time!
Get positive!
Choose a positive attitude every day and make every day a good one! Be the kind of person you would like to be
around.
Get going!
These four years will fly by! Whether you have college, work, or other plans in mind, begin thinking about what you
want to do after you finish high school. Consider careers and know requirements for the colleges you’re considering.
Choose high school courses that will help you get where you want to go!
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
About This Section
Following is a list of descriptions for courses typically offered to Gwinnett 9th graders. Whether or not a particular course
is offered at a given school depends on faculty expertise, student demand, master schedule, etc. Gifted and Honors sections
are designated by local schools.
Most semester courses carry one-half (.5) unit of credit. A course running two semesters carries (1.0) unit of credit (1
unit = 1 year-long course). Any prerequisite or required tests are listed with the course. If there are no prerequisites or
required tests, this space is left blank in the course description.
Gifted and Honors sections are designated by local schools. Honors courses are designed for students who have mastered prerequisite skills and knowledge that would allow for a faster pace of instruction and/or more in-depth coverage
of the AKS for that course. Gifted education courses are taught by gifted education-certified instructors for students who
have been identified for placement in the gifted education program through state-mandated eligibility requirements.
English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) courses are taught by teachers with certification for instruction of
students identified for ESOL services, based on state-mandated eligibility requirements. The content AKS are taught to
specifically address the needs of ESOL-eligible students. See page 15 for more information about ESOL courses available.
GCPS provides Special Education programs and services for students who meet eligibility criteria established by the
Georgia Department of Education. See page 15 for more information about Special Education.

LANGUAGE ARTS
Freshman Language Arts - Required 2 Semesters - Gr. 9
Requires State End of Course Test.

This course includes a balance of composition, applied
grammar, and literature. The development of vocabulary,
speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills are
an integral part of the curriculum.
Reading Intervention - Elective - 8 Semesters

This course is designed to provide special assistance in
reading for students who are having difficulty meeting
the AKS on grade level. Emphasis is placed on the reading strand of the AKS with attention given to contentarea reading.

MATHEMATICS
Algebra I CC - Required (Standard Sequence) - 2
Semesters - Gr. 9 Requires State End of Course Test.
Prerequisite- 8th Grade Mathematics

This is the first in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to allow students to complete precalculus in their
high school program. It includes relationships between
quantities, equations and inequalities, linear and exponential relationships, describing data, transformations,
and coordinate geometry.
CC designates Common Core standards in Mathematics courses.
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Accelerated Algebra I CC - Required
(Accelerated Sequence A) - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9
Requires State End of Course Test. Prerequisite Meets achievement criteria in 8th Grade Mathematics

This is the first in a sequence of mathematics courses
designed to prepare students to take Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus AB or BC in their high school program. The course incorporates 1½ years of the content
in the standard math sequence. It includes relationships
between quantities, equations and inequalities, linear
and exponential relationships, describing data, transformations, coordinate geometry, similarity, congruence,
proofs, right triangle trigonometry, and introduction to
analytic geometry.
Accelerated Geometry CC - Required
(Accelerated Sequence B) - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9
Requires State End of Course Test.
Prerequisite - Meets achievement criteria in Accelerated Algebra I CC

This is the second in a sequence of mathematics courses
designed to prepare students to take AP Calculus AB or
BC in their high school program. The course incorporates
1½ years of the content in the standard math sequence. It
includes number systems, quadratic functions, geometry,
probability, data inferences and conclusions, polynomial
functions, rational and radical relationships, exponentials
and logarithms, and trigonometric functions and mathematical modeling. With this course, students complete
full content of Geometry CC and Algebra II CC.

Algebra I CC Strategies - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9

The purpose of this elective is to provide additional support to students who have difficulty meeting math AKS on
grade level. This course is taken concurrently with Algebra
I CC, giving extra time and using a variety of strategies to
help students build a stronger foundation for success in
their current and future mathematics courses.

SCIENCE
Biology - Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9
Requires State End of Course Test.

Concepts for this course include the interdependence of
organisms; the relationship of matter, energy, and organization in living systems; the behavior of organisms; and
biological evolution. Students will investigate biological
concepts through experience in laboratories and field
work using the processes of inquiry. (Honors Biology and
Gifted Biology require an experimental science project.)

SOCIAL STUDIES
World Geography - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9

This two-semester course provides the content knowledge and skills necessary to understand the roles, responsibilities, and relationships of people and places
throughout the world, both past and present. The course
will prepare students for the three-year required social studies sequence. Topics will include the themes of
historical geography, political geography, and economic
geography. Extensive opportunities to develop and refine
writing competencies will prepare students for the High
School Gateway. Students are instructed on efficient and
effective methods and strategies to read, write, think,
organize, take notes, and demonstrate what they have
learned throughout the course.
AP Human Geography - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9

The Advanced Placement program in Human Geography
is a college-level course designed to introduce students to
the systematic study of patterns and processes that have
shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the
Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and
landscape analysis to interpret human social organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn
about the methods and tools geographers use in their
science and practice. The objectives for this course follow
the College Board syllabus, preparing students for the
optional Advanced Placement exam to earn college credit.

Rising 9th graders have the option of taking Introduction to
Lifetime Fitness and/or Introduction to Health during the
summer, through Online Campus or face-to-face summer
school. Ask your school counselor for more information.

HEALTH
Introduction to Health - Required - 1 Semester - Gr. 9–12

This course is a graduation requirement designed to offer
a practical approach to health topics that concern adolescents. The course covers knowledge and skills necessary
for personal health and well-being and the prevention
and treatment of injury. Additional information covered
includes disease prevention, relationships, consumer
health, the life cycle, and preventing abuse of tobacco,
alcohol, and drugs.
This course includes the one-week Alcohol and Drug
Awareness Program (ADAP) seminar. You will receive a
certificate to show you completed the course. Keep the certificate, as you will need it when you apply for your driver’s
license. This certificate is not required when you apply for
your learner’s permit. See page 3 to learn more.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

All students enrolled in a Physical Education class will
participate in a state-mandated fitness assessment. A
report will be sent to parents at least once a year.
Introduction to Lifetime Fitness - Required 1 Semester - Gr. 9–12

This course is a graduation requirement and a prerequisite to all elective physical education courses. The
course provides students with the basic knowledge and
understanding that physical fitness, exercise, and diet are
essential in developing and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. There is no waiver for this course as a graduation
requirement for a Regular Education Diploma.
For the 2013–14 school year, GCPS will have Junior
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) programs
available at seven locations. By completing three units of
JROTC, a student can receive credit for the unit of
required Health/PE. Contact your counselor for details.
Beginning Weight Training - Elective - 2 Semesters Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime
Fitness

This series provides students an opportunity to experience beginning-level weight training and conditioning
principles. This program is designed to teach students
the academic knowledge and skills needed to improve
muscular strength and endurance.
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MODERN/CLASSICAL LANGUAGES

NOTE: In all modern/classical language courses, students must pass the prerequisite course before taking the next
course in the sequence. Students completing the first year of a modern/classical language in the 8th grade take the
second year in 9th grade.

Modern Languages
French I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

Through realistic use of the language, the student will
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a variety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of
French-speaking countries.
French II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite French I or Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of French I, the student will
learn to interact in more complex situations, read more
complicated materials, and write more extended messages. Cultural understanding increases through reading
and discussion of authentic documents.
German I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

Through realistic use of the language, the student will
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a variety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of
German-speaking countries.

Spanish for Native Speakers I - 2 Semesters Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation

This course provides native speakers an opportunity to
maintain oral competency in the Spanish language and to
acquire a more sophisticated level of competency in reading and writing. Students also gain a deeper understanding of their native culture and cultures of other Spanishspeaking countries.
Spanish for Native Speakers II - 2 Semesters Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation

This course provides native speakers a continued opportunity to practice communication skills; to maintain, improve and perfect oral competency in Spanish language;
and to acquire a more sophisticated level of competency
in reading authentic texts and writing. Students also gain
a deeper understanding of and interest in their native
culture and cultures of other Spanish-speaking countries.

Classical Language
Latin I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

German II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite German I or Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of German I, the student
will learn to interact in more complex situations, read
more complicated materials, and write more extended
messages. Cultural understanding increases through
reading and discussion of authentic documents.
Spanish I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

Through realistic use of the language, the student will
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a variety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of
Spanish-speaking countries.
Spanish II - 2 Semester - Gr. 9–12
Prerequisite - Spanish I or Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of Spanish I, students will
learn to interact in more complex situations, read more
complicated materials, and write more extended messages. Cultural understanding increases through reading
and discussion of authentic documents.
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The student will develop the ability to read and write
Latin through the study of vocabulary and grammar, and
be introduced to Ancient Roman culture. The influence
of Latin upon English will be emphasized.
Latin II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Latin I
or Teacher Recommendation.

Students continue to develop language skills and to
acquire an understanding of Latin and Ancient Roman
culture begun in Latin I.

A note about electives in Fine Arts
and Technical Education…
Students interested in Fine Arts and Technical
Education courses should work with their advisor
or counselor to plan their schedule to allow for these
electives. Check with the local school for offered
electives.

ENGLISH LEARNER (EL) PROGRAM

High school students learning English participate in English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) courses to
develop their listening comprehension, reading, speaking, and writing skills and understanding of American culture.
Instruction develops English proficiency across disciplines, preparing ELs for success in core academics. Annual testing of English Language Proficiency (ELP) through the ACCESS for ELs test determines the level of support needed by
a student. Beginning ELs (ACCESS Levels 1 and 2) require intensive language development. Intermediate ELs (Level 3)
take sheltered core courses or are clustered with other ELs in courses taught by ESOL-certified teachers. Advanced ELs
(Levels 4 and 5) may take regular core courses with additional support.
Recommended placement for EL students at
ACCESS Levels 1–2, Entering through Beginning

Recommended placement for EL students at
ACCESS Level 4 and 5, Expanding and Bridging

• ESOL I Language
• ESOL I Literature
• ESOL I Language Development in the
Content Areas (LDC) 1
If needed:
• Communication Skills (elective)
• Communication in Math (elective)
These elective courses provide an intensive language development to prepare students to take core courses.

• Freshmen Language Arts, sheltered or cluster model
(core Language Arts credit)
• Placement in sheltered or cluster model core academic
course in classes taught by ESOL-certified regular
classroom teachers
If needed:
• Language Development in the Content Areas 3 (elective)
• Language Development in the Content Areas 4 (elective)

Recommended placement for EL students at
ACCESS Level 3, Developing

• ESOL Language Arts II (core Language Arts credit)
• Language Development in the Content Areas (elective,
supports achievement in other core academics)
• Placement in sheltered core academic course or placement with other ELs in clusters in classes taught by
ESOL-certified teachers.

Additional core content courses may be offered in a
sheltered format. Ask your school counselor for more
information.
Rising 9th graders have the option of taking Health, which is
required for graduation, in the Sheltered format, and/or an
elective ESOL Language Development course through ESOL
summer classes. (ESOL summer school is limited to one
location.) Ask your school counselor for more information.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The Special Education Program in Gwinnett County Public Schools offers a broad continuum of services where students are served in the least restrictive setting. The Individualized Education Program (IEP) team will consider the
following courses when determining the least restrictive setting for each student.
AKS academic courses in a general education setting

AKS academic courses in a special education setting

Students may participate in the grade-level AKS curriculum courses in a general education classroom taught by a
general education teacher. Students participating in these
courses will work toward completing the course requirements for a regular education diploma.

Students may participate in the grade-level AKS curriculum courses in a special education classroom taught by a
special education teacher. Students participating in these
courses will work toward completing the course requirements for a regular education diploma.

AKS academic courses in a collaborative or
co-taught general education setting

Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and elective courses designed for students who
have significant cognitive disabilities

Students may participate in the grade-level AKS curriculum courses in a general education classroom co-taught
by a general teacher and a special education teacher.
Students participating in these courses will work toward
completing the course requirements for a regular education diploma.

The curriculum is aligned with the AKS, but includes
functional and developmental components. Successful completion of these courses will satisfy requirements
toward a special education diploma or regular education
diploma. For students participating in these courses, the
Georgia Alternative Assessment (GAA) will serve as the
graduation test required to earn a regular education diploma, replacing local- and state-required graduation tests.
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR TRANSCRIPT
In high school, you’ll receive a transcript instead of a report card. In addition to current semester grades, it has a cumulative history of all grades earned in high school, as well as information about required tests, credits, and class rank.
Your transcript is the official record of your classroom accomplishments that will be requested by colleges, scholarship
organizations, and even employers.

a

*
b
c

*
d

c

88.875 is the total Grade Percent
Average earned for first semester.
The cumulative Grade Point Average is 3.375. (Uses a scale of A=4,
B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0.) This student’s grades on this 4-point scale
totaled 27 points, divided by eight
classes, for a 3.375 GPA.
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d

a SS9 indicates that the class was taken in Summer
School, which gave this student room in his fall
schedule for two electives. Some students choose
to take health and PE the summer between 8th
and 9th grades so they have room in their high
school schedule for fine arts, technical education,
languages, or other elective classes.  
b AP indicates that this is an Advanced Placement
class. The 91 in this class includes 10 points added
to the student’s final grade by GCPS, reflecting
the rigor of the class. This “weighted” average is
used by GCPS in determining a student’s class
rank and GPA for college applications. This student
also has the opportunity to take the AP exam in
May, with the possibility of earning college credit. 
(Note: HOPE does not add 10 points for AP
classes. AP classes are weighted differently for
HOPE scholarship purposes. Learn more about
HOPE in the fall.)

90.000 is the total Grade Percent
Average earned for second
semester.
The cumulative GPA (the average of all of the course GPAs) for
this student now is up to 3.5 (49
points divided by 14 classes).

you know?
* Did
While an 89 is only one
percentage point from
a 90, the 89 counts
as a “3” toward the
student’s cumulatve
GPA, but the 90 counts
as “4”. Challenge yourself
to do your best. Your
extra effort can make
a big difference. See
page 5 for more about
understanding grades.

COMING TO YOUR BACKPACK IN AUGUST…
THE CHOICE BOOK!
MORE COURSES
“The Choice Book” includes the full listing of courses available for
grades 9–12 in Gwinnett County high schools— from core courses
to electives. Keep in mind that every course is not available at every
school. Your advisor will give you more information about your high
school’s offerings.
MORE OPPORTUNITIES
“The Choice Book” will give you more information about special
programs open to Gwinnett County’s upperclassmen, including
programs offered through the Grayson High School Technical
Education Program, Maxwell High School of Technology, and
Gwinnett’s open campus school, Phoenix High.
MORE INFORMATION
“The Choice Book” has important information about special high
school programs, planning for college and careers, testing, and more.
You’ll also find planning worksheets for all four years of high school,
a Q&A on financial aid and the college application process, and
additional resources.

Your MYeCLASS connection to the student portal will follow you
to high school. Use the same login and password next fall to access
digital textbooks and resources, the online research library, a
media catalog, databases of general reference materials,
ebooks, and much more. Look for additional information
from your school as we connect your class to MYeCLASS.

Find the MYeCLASS link
on the GCPS home page at
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us.

Gwinnett County Public Schools’ Vision:
What we aspire to be…

Gwinnett County Public Schools’ Mission:
Why we exist…

Gwinnett County Public Schools will be
a system of world-class schools where
students acquire the knowledge and skills to be
successful as they continue their education at the
postsecondary level and/or enter the workforce.

The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools
is to pursue excellence in academic knowledge,
skills, and behavior for each student resulting in
measured improvement against local, national,
and world-class standards.

Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
678-301-6000 • www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, or
disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet the needs of all of its students and families. If any member of your family needs assistance
or has any questions regarding mobility impaired issues or handicapped access, please contact the principal of your local school.

