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Gwinnett students to showcase skills during  
national competitions    
 
     The skills that Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students have learned in 

the classroom, have earned several Gwinnett student-teams the opportunity to 

showcase their skills to a national audience. Below is a sampling of upcoming 

national competitions Gwinnett students will participate in. 

 
Grayson Elementary, Knight Elementary, Puckett’s Mill Elementary,  
J.P. McConnell Middle, Trickum Middle, Parkview High, and Peachtree Ridge 
High 
Nine teams from seven different GCPS schools will put their creativity to the test, 
joining students from around the world as they compete at the “Odyssey of the Mind 
World Finals.” The international educational event challenges students to apply their 
creativity to develop solutions to specific problems. This year’s World Finals 
competition takes place May 27 to 29, 2009, at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa. 
The students are moving on to this competition after earning top honors at the state 
tournament. Puckett’s Mill Elementary and Peachtree Ridge High each has two teams 
participating.  
 
Brookwood High  
Brookwood High recently claimed the Science Olympiad State Championship title 
while competing at Emory University against 29 of the best teams from across the 
state. This is the second consecutive school year the broncos place first. Brookwood 
High’s victory entitles the school to represent Georgia at the National Science 
Olympiad at Augusta State University May 15 to 16, 2009. Science Olympiad is a 
national organization dedicated to increase student interest in science through a 
variety of initiatives including tournaments and events.   
 
Grayson High 
The Grayson High VEX Robotics Elevation Team will compete at the 2009 Vex 
Elevation World Championships in Dallas, April 28 to May 2, 2009. The team earned 
the spot to compete at nationals after first receiving the Georgia Vex Elevation 
Tournament title. During the Georgia competition, the team also was selected for the 
award of excellence, the highest award presented to teams competing. This is the first 
ever state tournament championship for Grayson High’s engineering program. The 
four students who make up the team are enrolled in the Grayson High Engineering & 
Technology Education program studying power and energy. Robotics is used as a 
class activity to demonstrate the use of simple machinery, logic programming, and 
energy conversions. Students are required to design and build robot to solve a 
multitude of challenges.  
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Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology; and Parkview High  
The Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology Academic 
WorldQuest teams (team A and team B) recently traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
compete for the national honor during the National Academic WorldQuest 
Championship. Both teams had the opportunity to participate at the national level 
after team A placed first in Georgia, and team B placed second. Parkview High’s 
team placed third. Academic WorldQuest is a team game testing competitors’ 
knowledge of international affairs, geography, history, and culture.  
 
Maxwell High School of Technology  
Three Gwinnett students enrolled in technology education classes at Maxwell High 
School of Technology will represent Georgia in Nashville this summer as they 
compete at the HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) National 
Leadership Conference June 24 to June 27, 2009. The three GCPS students qualified 
for the national competition after placing in the top spots during HOSA’s state 
conference in Georgia earlier in March. Students Kaitlyn McLaughlin and Justin 
Ditty earned first place in the Emergency Medical Technician category, while 
Maranda Smith placed second in the Epidemiology section.  

 

Meadowcreek High  
For the second consecutive school year, the Meadowcreek High Culinary Arts team 
has placed first in the Georgia statewide competition earning the “Georgia ProStart 
State Championship First Place” trophy. Now, the Meadowcreek High champions 
will represent Georgia during the upcoming “National ProStart Invitational: The 
Ultimate Challenge” Culinary Arts competition in San Diego, California. The five 
students who make up the team including one alternate are enrolled in Meadowcreek 
High’s ProStart class, taught by teacher Debbie Grant, selected this year by the 
Hospitality Foundation Education of Georgia as the 2009 ProStart Teacher of the 
Year. ProStart is a two-year high school program sponsored by the National 
Restaurant Association. The program allows for students to experience the Culinary 
Arts industry with experienced professionals. 
 

Norcross High, North Gwinnett High, and Peachtree Ridge High   
North Gwinnett High robotics students are moving on to the national 2009 FIRST 
World Championship to be held April 16 to 18, 2009, at the Georgia Dome. FIRST 
(For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is an organization 
which motivates students to be science and technology leaders, through a variety of 
programs and competitions at several levels. North Gwinnett High will compete for 
the world title after first earning the top spot at the regional level, the FIRST 
Palmetto Regional, where it competed against teams from several states in the 
southeast. While at this tournament, the team also was selected as the recipient of the 
“General Motors Industrial Design Award.” Norcross High robotics students also 
competed during this event where they earned the “Autodesk Visualization Award,” 
and competed against North Gwinnett as a regional finalist.  Peachtree Ridge also 
competed in the Palmetto Regional, and made it to the semi-finals. 
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Parkview High  
Parkview High was the statewide winner of the Adam Smith Division of the 2009 
Council on Economic Education/ Goldman Sachs Foundation National 
Economics Challenge. The challenge tests the economics knowledge of high school 
teams from across the country in a quiz bowl-styled competition. Working 
individually and in teams, students answer questions related to micro-, macro-, and 
international economics and current events. Participants in the Adam Smith Division 
are students enrolled in Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, honors, or 
two-semester courses. The Parkview High team, led by economics teacher 
Gary Petmecky, now moves on to the Southeast Regional competition at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta on April 27. Sixteen teams from across the 11 state 
Southeast region will compete in Atlanta, with the winner from each division moving 
on the national competition May 16 in New York City.  
 
Parkview High also placed second in Georgia during the 2008 Fall Stock Market 
Game.  
 
News media representatives interested in speaking with student competitors and their 

teacher sponsors, should coordinate with the Department of Communication and 

Media Relations by calling 678-301-6020. 
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