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Gwinnett recognizes top school counselors      
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools named its top school counselors for 

2006-07, recognizing the vital role that these professionals play in support 

of teaching and learning. The educators were honored at a breakfast on 

February 5 at the Atlanta Marriott Gwinnett Place, kicking off National 

School Counseling Week (February 5-9, 2007). This year’s winners are:  

 
•  Laura Marantz, Berkeley Lake Elementary  

 2006-07 Elementary School Counselor of the Year 
 

•  Margaret Cheeley, Creekland Middle  
 2006-07 Middle School Counselor of the Year 
 

•  Demetria Williams, Duluth High  
 2006-07 Secondary Counselor of the Year 
 

•  Berry Simmons, South Gwinnett High 
 2006-07 Counseling Advocate of the Year 
 

•      Jennifer Martin and Rachael Fogleman, Cooper Elementary 
Christy Armstrong, Duncan Creek Elementary 

 2006-07 Counselor Writers of the Year 
( These counselors were recognized for an article they published in the 
Fall 2005 issue of the Georgia School Counselors Association Journal. At 
the time, all three worked at Cooper Elementary. The article was titled, 
“Careers Under Construction: An Elementary Approach to Career 
Education.”) 

 

     The Gwinnett winners will go on to compete at the regional level. Regional 

winners then vie for state recognition. Gwinnett County counselors are consistently 

among the most recognized in the United States in state and national honors.  

    

For more about the award winners and the counselor’s role in GCPS, 

contact Dianne Thompson, director of advisement and counseling, in the  

Office of Student Academic Support and Advisement, at 678-301-7063.  

Short bios on each of the counseling winners are attached. 

 

--more-- 



 
Laura Marantz, Berkeley Lake Elementary  
2006-07 Elementary School Counselor of the Year 
 

     Laura Marantz empowers others around her to believe in themselves. Her 

mission is to create an environment rich in opportunities where her students and 

members of the Berkeley Lake Elementary community can learn new skills to 

flourish in life.  

     Ms. Marantz is driven by her beliefs to help others “be prepared and feel 

confident in their ability to face those situations in life that they cannot control.” 

She explains in her application, saying, “I work to instill the hope and confidence 

necessary to live in a world that is ever changing and challenging. I strive to help 

them recognize their own power and pursue their own possibilities.” 

     In order to provide consistency in the relationship with Berkeley Lake students 

and their parents, Ms. Marantz advocated a new practice, arranging for counselors 

to follow their students from kindergarten through 5th grade, working with the 

same group of students through their elementary career. This effective practice 

allows a greater opportunity to know and support the students. 

    In addition to counseling her students during their elementary career, Ms. 

Marantz has influenced her school in how it helps families with basic needs. 

Through team work with community organizations and agencies such as the Red 

Cross, United Way, and the Refugee Center, she makes sure children are fed, 

clothed, and ready to learn.  

    “She has wowed the staff,” says Berkeley Lake Principal Leigh Westcott. 

“Throughout each day, you will see Laura sharing ideas, having courageous 

conversations, and supporting what is best for children.”    

 

--more— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Margaret Cheeley, Creekland Middle  
2006-07 Middle School Counselor of the Year 
 
     This is not the first time this award-winning counselor has earned this type of 

recognition. Margaret Cheeley was first honored in 1993 as Gwinnett County 

Elementary Counselor of the Year. More recently, in 2004-05, she earned the 

middle school title, going on to be named Georgia’s 2005 Region 2 Middle School 

Counselor of the Year.  

     Her enthusiasm and tireless efforts to help students earned her a nomination this 

year. “When you look at her list of activities it is very obvious that Margaret works 

to support students academically, emotionally, and socially.” says Dr. Bill 

Kruskamp, Creekland Middle’s principal. “Margaret is a tireless advocate for all 

students.”   

     Margaret Cheeley has created a number of programs including the Skills for 

Success Class, in which she teaches 8th grade students how to be leaders and role 

models in their school and community. She also teaches a connections class called 

STAR (Students Taking Academic Responsibility), which emphasizes study skills, 

test-taking tips, and motivation techniques. In addition to her work at the middle 

school, this counselor also shares her energy and knowledge with other students. 

Ms. Cheeley regularly visits the elementary schools that feed into Creekland 

Middle, educating and motivating 5th graders about entering middle school. 

     Ms. Cheeley brings that same passion that she shares with students and the 

school into the community. She has participated in several community activities 

and events including Relay for Life, and the Ms. LifeCare Beauty pageant.   

     This licensed counselor also has shared her professional expertise and 

knowledge with others. She has presented at several conferences, including the 

Georgia School Counselors Association. She’s also an active member of the 

American School Counselors Association, and her school’s Parent Teacher 

Association. 
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Demetria Williams, Duluth High 
2006-07 Secondary Counselor of the Year 
 
     Demetria Williams first joined Duluth High in 2001. “Demetria came to us after 

years of classroom experience,” says a fellow counselor. “The kind of experience 

that teachers appreciate in a school counselor.” 

     In that very first year as a school counselor, Demetria proved herself to be a 

proactive, energetic force in the school. She has steadily introduced new programs 

to improve the services offered to the students and has increased awareness of the 

counseling department’s activities.  

     For example, she saw a need for more parent involvement and began a 

Freshman Parent Night, a first for the school. Parents were able to obtain academic 

information for their new high school students, participating in discussions with the 

counseling team. She also implemented the New Teacher Orientation to the 

Counseling Department, which serves as an opportunity for teachers new to the 

school to learn about the counseling department and its services. 

     In addition to her role at the school, Ms. Williams is an advocate for counselors 

at the county, region, and state levels. She serves as the High School Level Chair 

for Gwinnett counselors, and has led the Georgia School Counselors Association 

both as chair, and co-chair. Through this organization, she participates in a number 

of professional activities, including making presentations where her experience in 

the field is shared with colleagues in neighboring school systems. 

     When Ms. Williams in not in her counseling office, she can be found elsewhere 

in the school working with her students in many school activities. In the past, she 

has volunteered to coach basketball, cheerleading, and dance.         
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Berry Simmons, principal of South Gwinnett High School  
2006-07 Counseling Advocate of the Year 
 
     The counseling team of South Gwinnett High describes Principal Berry 

Simmons as student centered, cognizant of counselor professionalism, visible, and 

a quality leader. These are just a few of the reasons why the South Gwinnett 

counseling team enthusiastically nominated their principal as Gwinnett County 

Public Schools’ Counseling Advocate of the Year. 

     “He exhibits very strong personal attributes that makes others around him want 

to work equally as hard for the betterment of students,” says counselor Patt Foster. 

“Mr. Simmons’ leadership style allows those working for him to grow and become 

leaders themselves as he regards each person highly as an individual and allows 

everyone to flourish in their particular position.” 

     Other counselors on the team agree. Counseling Department Chair Debbie 

Howard says that Mr. Simmons is not an administrator known for sitting behind 

closed doors. She explains, “From his earliest days at the school, he mingled with 

students. He worked closely with the guidance office to brainstorm interventions to 

enhance not only students’ academic success but their sense of belonging and well-

being. He empowers counselors.” 

     He has effectively assembled a team of counselors to continuously better serve 

his students. He visits the counseling department regularly, to compliment, consult 

and support… all, for the betterment of the South Gwinnett students. In nominating 

him for this honor, the counselors of South Gwinnett said, “We are better 

counselors for working under the leadership of our advocate, Berry Simmons. He 

is a model for setting and attaining high standards. He demonstrates how to achieve 

success with students, with staff, and community.” 
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