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Last tests read by Health Department on TB investigation at 
Peachtree Ridge HS 
 
The Gwinnett County Board of Health has updated Gwinnett County Public Schools 
(GCPS) on its investigation of an active case of tuberculosis (TB) at Peachtree Ridge 
High School. Today, health officials read the results for students who had been absent 
on Monday and were tested Wednesday. Of eight students tested Wednesday, five 
students tested positive for exposure on the TB skin test. An important note: A 
positive test for exposure does not mean these individuals have TB, simply that they 
have been exposed and that there is a need for further testing. The next step according 
to the Health Department will include chest X-rays for the eight students who tested 
positive for exposure on the TB skin test conducted this week. The X-rays will 
determine if a follow-up lab test is needed. A positive chest X-ray would prompt 
treatment with antibiotics and a sputum test. 
 
Altogether, on Monday and Wednesday, a total of 123 TB tests were conducted for 115 
students and eight teachers who had been in close, continuous contact with the affected 
student. Due to absences, tests were conducted and/or read on three different days: 
-- Wednesday: Tests read for 105 students and seven teachers, with results for three 
students indicating exposure; 
-- Thursday: Tests read for two students and one teacher, with no positive results; and 
-- Today: Tests read for eight students, with results for five students indicating 
exposure. 
 
The Health Department does not plan to expand the testing any further. Health officials 
emphasize that the single active TB case and the eight students who have been exposed 
to TB do not pose a health risk to other students and staff members in the Peachtree 
Ridge community. The student with active TB has not been in school since late 
September. 
 
Health officials say the eight students who have been exposed to TB-- less than 7 
percent of the 123 individuals tested-- is a very low percentage of exposure for the 
number of individuals tested. In fact, this is below what would be expected in a random 
sampling of the general population without any risk factors. 
 
Gwinnett County Public Schools continues to cooperate with the Gwinnett County 
Health Department for the followup testing. The school has aided the health 
department in communicating with parents and guardians through letters, Web site 
postings, email notices, and phone calls to students' homes. Parents with additional 
questions about TB may contact the Gwinnett County Health Department at 770-339-
4260. 
 
Vernon Goins of the Health Department is available to answer health-related questions 
for the news media. He can be reached at 770-339-4260. 
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