
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF  
EDUCATION 
Daniel Seckinger, 

Chairman 
Dr. Robert McClure, 

Vice Chairman 
Carole Boyce 

Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Louise Radloff 

 
 

J. Alvin Wilbanks, 
CEO/Superintendent 

 
 

THE MISSION OF 
GWINNETT 

COUNTY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

is to pursue excellence 
in academic knowledge, 

skills, and behavior 
for each student, 

resulting in measured 
improvement against 
local, national, and 

world-class standards. 
 

P.O. Box 343 
Lawrenceville, GA 

30046-0343 
770.963.8651 

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
 
 
 
 
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 12, 2005 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, (770) 822-6508 

 
Gwinnett maintains high achievement on Georgia High School 
Graduation Test challenge  
 
     The results on the spring 2005 administration of the Georgia High School 

Graduation Test (GHSGT) continue a trend for Gwinnett juniors, whose performance 

topped state results. The test was administered in March to more than 6,800 Gwinnett 

11th graders. A student must pass all sections of the GHSGT in order to earn a high 

school diploma. In addition, the GHSGT is a factor in schools earning adequate yearly 

progress (AYP) under the federal No Child Left Behind Act. 

      Gwinnett 11th graders tied the system's highest-ever passing rate (93 percent) in 

social studies and tied the system's highest-ever passing rate (98 percent) in  

mathematics. The English/language arts test results (98 percent) are equivalent to last 

year’s scores and only one point below the system’s record. On the science portion of 

the test, 82 percent of the first-time test-takers passed, down one percentage point from 

the previous year. 

Gwinnett and State Results

2005 GHSGT 

Results 

English/ 

Lang. Arts 

Mathematics Social Studies Science 

GCPS 98 98 93 82 

State 97 95 87 71 

 

(Note: Earlier this year, 96 percent of Gwinnett's students passed the writing test on the 

first try, while 93 percent passed in Georgia. The writing portion of the test was 

administered in October.) 
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GHSGT 2004-05 Demographic Comparison 

     In addition, the GHSGT results are disaggregated for subgroups of students. This 

allows school systems to better evaluate progress toward eliminating the achievement 

gap between groups of students. The greatest gains in the passing rates among 

subgroups were found social studies and science. 

English/Language Arts gains: 

- The passing rates increased for Asian/Pacific Islander, Black, Hispanic, and 

Multiethnic students. Asian/Pacific Islander and Multiethnic students’ scores went up 

one point, while the scores of Black and Hispanic students are up two percentage 

points.  

- White students’ scores held steady 98 percent. 

Mathematics gains: 

- The passing rate for Multiethnic students rose three points from 93 to 96 percent. 

- Black and White students’ scores held steady at 89 and 98 percent respectively. 

Social Studies gains: 

- Hispanic students’ passing rates increased four points from 62 to 66 percent 

- Asian/Pacific Islander students’ passing rates increased from 82 to 85 percent. 

- The passing rate for Black students increased one point over last year’s results, rising 

from 75 to 76 percent passing. 

- The passing rates for White and Multiethnic students remained at 93 percent and 84 

percent, respectively. 

Science gains: 

- Limited English Proficient (LEP) students’ passing rates increased four points from 

11 to 15 percent. 

- Hispanic students’ passing rates increased from 37 to 41 percent. 

- The passing rate for White students increased one point, going from 84 to 85. 

- Passing rates for Asian/Pacific Islander and Black students remained at the previous 

year’s rate. 

For more information, contact Linda Mitchell, executive director for Student 
Accountability, Assessment, and Advisement, at 770-277-8522. 
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