
Life after high school:  
Your child will face 
a lot of choices, and 

planning starts NOW…  

“The Choice Book”…
Your 9th grader received a copy 

of this booklet at the beginning 

of the school year. High school 

is a time when students face 

a number of choices… choices 

that will make a difference as 

they prepare for the future. Now, 

more than ever, planning ahead 

and considering these important 

decisions is a big part of the high 

school experience. Today’s 9th 

graders already are on the road 

to adulthood. This book contains 

key information they’ll need about 

their high school options, courses, 

extracurriculars, and more, but also 

valuable information about preparing  

for success after high school.

We encourage you to talk to your child  
about “The Choice Book,” the choices  
ahead, and plans for the future.
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This section contains information about what tests your 
student will need to take, deadlines, and resources on 
financial aid. All the subsections in “Choices After High 
School” end with a list of online resources, where you 
can find more in-depth information.

The postsecondary planning calendar

This section provides a year-by-year checklist to help 
your child stay on track to reach his or her postsec-
ondary goals, including testing timelines, how to 
approach course choices with an eye to career and 
college admissions, and what information to gather 
before the application process begins.

The admissions and placement testing section

Look here for information about admissions and 
placement tests, as well as test descriptions and infor-
mation about test preparation.

The financial aid section

The financial aid section shares information about 
types of financial aid (loans, grants, scholarships, and 
work-study), sources of financial aid, more on the 
Hope Scholarship and Hope Grant, a glossary of 
financial aid terms, and tips for reducing college costs. 

“The Choice Book” is a resource for students and parents. Some sections of the book will 

be particularly helpful for you, as a parent, as your child considers postsecondary options. In 

addition to course listings, a glossary, and frequently asked questions about high school, this 

book contains several tools for planning “what comes next.” Throughout the book, students are 

reminded to keep their families in the loop as they consider the important choices ahead. Here 

are a few sections that you and your student may want to review together. 

THe “CHoICeS afTer HIgH SCHool” SeCTIon

THe WorkSHeeTS

“The Choice Book” includes several worksheets designed to help you and your child with the planning process. When 
it comes to choosing a college or university, “The Choice Book” provides a framework for talking about your child’s 
strengths, his or her interests and goals, options for financing college, and what factors to consider when looking at 
schools. Use this worksheet as a family conversation starter and encourage your student to use school resources and 
staff, and the advisement program, while making decisions about postsecondary plans.

The Four-Year plan outlines state and county requirements for graduation. Four worksheets help your child plan and 
keep a record of achievement for each year of high school. When the time comes to fill out college applications, all your 
student’s information will be in one place.

Course requirements  
for the year

Classes your child is 
planning to take

Classes taken and 
grades earned

Extracurricular 
activities

Awards and  
honors earned

Notes about the year

Extracurricular interests 
and goals


