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I want to make sure I’m ready for college. How do I 
decide which classes to take?

The best advice… Challenge yourself to take the tough-
est classes in which you can be successful. You’ll be better 
prepared for success in college and many colleges consid-
er the difficulty of an applicant’s high school curriculum 
in making admission decisions. 

But, how do I decide which courses will be most 
challenging for me?

In the course descriptions in this book (beginning on page 
35), you’ll notice that a number of courses are required— 
for instance, certain courses in math, science, language 
arts, and social studies— and that each class has several 
options or levels, with some offering an accelerated format 
or a more in-depth approach for students who excel in 
that area of study. For some courses, especially upper-level 
ones, you may be able to take Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes. Students who take these college-level courses and 
do well on AP exams may earn college credit or skip 
required entry-level classes in college. Talk to your par-
ents, your teachers, your advisor, and your counselor 
about which option best suits your academic strengths and  
prepares you for the courses you’ll take in college.

How can I make sure I’ll do well in my classes?

Get organized early and stay that way. Don’t wait to get 
help if you think you need it or are falling behind. Your 
teachers, your counselor, your advisor, and your family 
will all be behind you and encouraging you to do your 
best work from the first day, but a lot of your success in 
high school depends on you!

What are some things I can do at home?

Be organized, and keep up with homework assignments 
and projects. Study class lecture notes to review what 
was taught in class, even when you do not have assigned 
homework in a subject. Begin studying for a test several 
days ahead so you have time to review the material and 
retain it.

If I am not doing well in a course, what should I do?

The first step is to speak with your classroom teacher and 
set up a time after school (or during school, depending 
upon your schedule) for extra help from your teacher. You 
also may sign up for student tutoring sessions if they are 
available at your school. If you need additional sugges-
tions, speak with your advisor or schedule an appoint-
ment with your school counselor.   

If I am failing a class, can I drop it mid-semester?

No. Dropping a class mid-semester is not an option.

How do I make up a course if I fail?

Courses can be made up during summer school, through 
School-Plus or Phoenix High courses after the school day, 
or through Gwinnett County Online Campus. Students 
may not take two language arts classes at the local school 
to make up a failed class until the 12th grade, and then 
only on a space-available basis. See your counselor or 
advisor for more information. 

If a student fails a course and retakes the course, is 
the first failed grade cancelled out?

No. Once a student earns a semester grade, it will never 
be removed from the academic record (transcript). 
Required courses must be retaken if failed. Both semester 
grades will be a part of the academic record and the high 
school grade percent average, and also will be considered 
for HOPE Scholarship eligibility.

Do high schools award grades for “effort”?

No. High school students do not earn effort grades. 
Semester grades reflect your academic achievement in the 
class.

When are final exams and how much do these grades 
count in my semester grades?

Final exams have two parts— performance and written. 
The performance portion counts 5% and the written por-
tion counts 15% of the final semester grade. Final written 
exams are given the last few days of the semester and each 
exam is approximately two hours long. Students take two 
exams per day. High school students are released early on 
these exam days. For courses with a state-required End of 
Course Test, that exam is the written final and accounts 
for 15% of the final semester grade.

What tests do I have to pass in before I graduate?

You will take the High School Gateway in the spring of 
your 10th grade year. It includes four sections that must 
be passed: Science, Science/Language Arts, Social Studies, 
and Social Studies/Language Arts. You will take the four 
sections of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests 
in 11th grade, including subtests in the areas of Science, 
Social Studies, Math, and English; and the Georgia High 
School Writing Test. Students are given multiple oppor-
tunities to retake sections of these tests if they are not suc-
cessful in passing them the first time.
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Can I participate in graduation if I fail a required 
course prior to graduation?

Students may not participate in the May graduation 
ceremony if they have not passed ALL required course-
work. Students who have passed all required coursework 
but have failed portions of the Georgia High School 
Graduation Tests, the Georgia High School Writing Test, 
or the Gateway Test may participate in the May gradua-
tion ceremony, receive a High School Certificate, and con-
tinue to retake the portion(s) of these tests until passed. 
At that time, the student will be given his or her diploma 
and high school graduation will be confirmed.

What is the difference between the SAT and the ACT 
college-entrance exams?

SAT— Greater emphasis on vocabulary and abstract 
thinking. Math content covers Geometry, Algebra I, and 
Algebra II. No Science questions. Reading Comprehen-
sion focuses on interpretation and on abstract, analogous 
thinking. The essay is required. Grammar section results 
included in writing score. The testing time is longer.
(www.collegeboard.com)
ACT— Greater emphasis on academic content and 
comprehension. Math content covers Geometry, Algebra 
I, and Trigonometry. Reading Comprehension focus is 
straightforward and content-based, and includes gram-
mar questions. The Science section includes graphs and 
table analysis, and correlations and analysis. The essay is 
optional. Greater emphasis on timed sections. The testing 
time is shorter. (www.act.org) 

Are PE and Health required courses? Do I have to take 
them in 9th grade?

Yes, Introduction to Lifetime Fitness (PE) and Introduc-
tion to Health are required for graduation. You do not 
have to take these courses in 9th grade, although that 
schedule is best for most students. Students who want 
room in their schedules for extra electives— for example, 
art, music, or technology— may choose to take PE and/
or Health during the summer before or after 9th grade 
through face-to-face summer school classes or through 
Online Campus. (See page 10 for more information.) In 
addition, students earning three credits of Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (JROTC) fulfill the PE/Health 
requirement for graduation.

When will I get the drug and alcohol certificate I need 
for my driver’s license?

During Health class , you will participate in a one-week 
seminar on drugs and alcohol, called the Alcohol and 
Drug Awareness Program (ADAP). You will receive a 

certificate to show you completed the course. Keep the 
certificate, as you will need it when you apply for your 
driver’s license. You also must contact the registrar at your 
school to request a certificate of attendance. You will need 
the ADAP certificate and certificate of attendance to apply 
for a driver’s license. (These certificates are not required 
when you apply for a learner’s permit.) For complete 
information on driver’s license requirements, go to the 
Department of Driver Services web site 
(http://www.dds.ga.gov/ADAP/index.aspx).

How many years of foreign language should I take?

A minimum of two years of coursework in the same 
modern or classical language is required for admission to 
Georgia four-year colleges and universities. Many students 
enjoy language courses and continue to take them for four 
years. Specific out-of-state colleges require up to four years 
of modern or classical language study. Beginning study of 
another language in the 9th grade allows you to take 
additional years of study if you want or need these classes.

What electives can I choose from?

You may take elective courses in academic areas, fine arts, 
technical education, and fitness.

I’m interested in technical education classes. What do 
I need to know?

Careful planning is required if a student wants to include 
a concentration of technical classes in his or her high 
school schedule. If you are interested in taking courses at 
Maxwell High School of Technology or in the Grayson 
High School Technical Education Program, schedule an 
appointment with your school counselor to determine 
when you can best fit these courses into your high school 
schedule. Find an overview of available technical education 
courses on pages 54–69. 

How important is it to be involved in extracurricular 
activities, such as clubs, sports, and volunteer projects?

Counselors recommend that all students participate in one 
or more extracurricular activity while in high school. Stu-
dents who are involved in activities feel more connected 
to the school. Also, colleges and scholarship committees 
frequently request information on extracurricular partici-
pation and demonstrated leadership while in high school.

What is the purpose of the advisement class?

During your advisement class, your advisor will discuss 
topics with you related to school, graduation, and career 
planning. In advisement, you’ll receive progress reports, 
report cards, test results, and other school information.


