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For immediate release: Nov. 3, 2005 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, (770) 822-6508 
 
Dr. Mai Yin Tsoi of Collins Hill HS named 
2006 Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year 
 

Dr. Mai Yin Tsoi of Collins Hill High has earned the title of 2006 Gwinnett 

County Teacher of the Year. The announcement came at a Nov. 3 banquet at the 

Gwinnett Center celebrating all of the school system’s local school winners. Also 

honored were Melissa Lawley of K.E. Taylor Elementary as the county’s 

Elementary School Teacher of the Year and Dr. Anne Beatty Crain of Lanier 

Middle as the county’s Middle School Teacher of the Year. Before being named the 

county winner, Dr. Tsoi was honored as the school system’s High School Teacher of 

the Year. Dr. Tsoi was chosen from a field of 105 local school nominees, which had 

been narrowed to six finalists through a two-phase selection process. The other 

finalists were Carol Issa of Meadowcreek Elementary, Linda Koch of Duluth 

Middle, and Dr. Jeff Mathews of Parkview High. 

* * * 
GWINNETT COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR AND   

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER  OF THE YEAR 

Dr. Mai Yin Tsoi—a College-prep/Honors Chemistry Teacher, Collins Hill High 

Dr. Mai Yin Tsoi teaches because she feels it is the best way she can use her 

talents to make an impact on the world in which we live. Dr. Tsoi has worked hard to 

fully equip herself to be the best teacher possible, both in science content and 

education theory. “My enthusiasm for exploration and discovery, coupled with my 

limitless imagination, gives me the necessary spark to ignite my students’ ‘science 

passion,’” she says. “My love of challenges and commitment to improvement, inspire 

my students to reach beyond their comfort zone, to raise their self-expectations, and 

to reject mediocrity.” 

Dr. Tsoi helps her students connect classroom learning in chemistry with their 

everyday lives and the world around them. A discussion of the molecular structure of 

carbohydrates turns to talk of low-carb diets, society and “beauty,” and self-image. 
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A unit on petroleum leads to pamphlets about the chemistry of gasoline and 

environmental effects, distributed to local auto shops. Water samples from a nearby 

creek and an Earth Day cleanup project underscore the long-lasting implications of 

fertilizing the lawn or carelessly tossing away a soda can. She explains, “My job is to 

equip these kids with the knowledge, problem-solving skills, and inspiration to 

examine their lives critically, to make life choices confidently, and to involve 

themselves actively in their own communities.”  

Dr. Tsoi has been teaching eight years, and is in her fourth year with Gwinnett 

County Public Schools (GCPS). She began her career teaching physics, chemistry, 

and advanced chemistry at Georgetown Day School (1996-97) and chemistry at Holy 

Innocents’ Episcopal School (1997-98). After a year teaching freshman chemistry at 

the Georgia Institute of Technology (1998-99), she worked with students of all ages 

(kindergarten through college) teaching reading and mathematics at Sylvan Learning 

Center (2000-02). In 2002, she joined the staff at Collins Hill. She also continues to 

teach at the college level, serving on the staff of Georgia Perimeter College since 

2004. She holds a bachelor’s degree (1996) in chemistry from Vassar College (N.Y.); 

a master’s degree (1999) in chemistry from Georgia Tech; and a Ph.D. (2004) in 

science education from the University of Georgia.  

* * * 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Melissa Lawley— Kindergarten Teacher, K.E. Taylor Elementary 

Melissa Lawley’s early dreams to become a teacher made way for other career 

goals until the day she was scrambling to sign up for open seats in available college 

classes and ended up in math and language arts classes for pre-education majors. She 

says, “Those early sparks were rekindled, and once again I wanted to be a teacher.”  

Her kindergarten classroom is a community of learners in which children are 

encouraged to work together, help each other, and learn from one another. Ms. 

Lawley encourages her students to become independent thinkers, learners, and 

problem-solvers. She says, “I believe that children learn best from constructing their 

own knowledge, sharing ideas, reflecting on their learning, and from making positive 

choices.” 
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Ms. Lawley is a teacher leader in her school community and beyond. This master 

teacher works with others to implement guided reading strategies. She has worked 

with both student teachers and new teachers, acting as a mentor, and is working 

toward endorsement as a teacher support specialist. Ms. Lawley has facilitated staff 

development in reading instruction. As a National Board-Certified teacher, she has 

served as an adjunct professor for graduate level curriculum and theory courses. Her 

work in curriculum design has been featured in professional learning videos 

produced by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Design. 

With 10 years in the profession, Ms. Lawley has been part of the teaching team 

at K.E. Taylor Elementary since 2002. Her first teaching position was as a 

kindergarten and first grade teacher at Patronis Elementary in Bay County, Fla., 

where she began teaching in 1995. Ms. Lawley holds a bachelor’s degree (1995) in 

elementary education and a master’s (2001) in reading and language arts instruction, 

both from Florida State University.  

* * * 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Dr. Anne Beatty Crain— Reading Specialist (grades 6-8), Lanier Middle 

Dr. Anne Beatty Crain considers herself fortunate to have been taught the value 

of education at home and had it reinforced in the classroom by caring and inspiring 

teachers. “My teachers taught with enthusiasm, showed compassion, and used humor 

to instill knowledge in their students,” she says. Both of her parents knew how 

important education was to future success, and were proud of her chosen career path. 

She credits her parents with inspiring her to pursue her own education through the 

doctoral program. Dr. Beatty says, “I hope that I have been an inspiration to my own 

students as my parents and teachers were to me.”   

Her career in education has spanned 25 years. The 2005-06 year is Dr. Crain’s 

17th in Gwinnett County. She began her career as a special education teacher in 

Connecticut schools in 1980. She served as a special education teacher at Dacula 

High (1989-99) before moving to South Gwinnett High (1999-2004) as a reading 

specialist. Dr. Crain is in her second year as a reading specialist at Lanier Middle.  

She holds a bachelor’s degree (1980) in special education from Saint Joseph 

College (Conn.), a master’s degree (1985) in reading instruction from Western  
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Connecticut State University, and a specialist’s degree (1999) in reading instruction 

and a doctoral degree (2004) in language and literacy education, both from Georgia 

State University 

As a reading specialist, Dr. Crain works directly with students who need extra 

literacy support, but she also works with her colleagues as they incorporate reading 

strategies within their academic content areas. Dr. Crain offers professional learning 

workshops, conducts books studies on reading instruction, demonstrates lessons, and 

sends e-mail tips to the faculty at her school. Since 2003, Dr. Crain has been a part-

time instructor in the Georgia University System. 

* * * 

As Gwinnett’s Teacher of the Year, Dr. Tsoi will receive an additional $1,000 in 

her annual contract for as long as she teaches in Gwinnett County Public Schools. 

The two level winners for elementary and middle school each will have $750 added 

to their annual contracts as long as they remain GCPS teachers. The other three 

finalists received a one-time award of $500, and each local school winner received a 

one-time award of $200. 

Dr. Tsoi will represent the county in state competition. The Georgia Teacher of 

the Year will be named after the first of the year. 

This year’s corporate sponsors of the Teacher of the Year competition and 

banquet are Coca-Cola Enterprises, Georgia Power, Gwinnett Federal Credit Union, 

Hayes Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Herff Jones, IBM, Lifetouch Photography, and Mellon 

Bank, N.A. 

--30-- 

Reporters with questions about the Teacher of the Year selection process should 

contact Dr. Lea Arnau, director of Professional Learning, at 770-513-6652. 

 


