
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF  
EDUCATION 
Daniel Seckinger, 

Chairman 
Dr. Robert McClure, 

Vice Chairman 
Carole Boyce 

Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Louise Radloff 

 
 

J. Alvin Wilbanks, 
CEO/Superintendent 

 
 

THE MISSION OF 
GWINNETT 

COUNTY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

is to pursue excellence 
in academic knowledge, 

skills, and behavior 
for each student, 

resulting in measured 
improvement against 
local, national, and 

world-class standards. 
 

P.O. Box 343 
Lawrenceville, GA 

30046-0343 
770.963.8651 

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 13, 2005 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, (770) 822-6508 

 
Gwinnett's Riverside Elementary and Level Creek 
Elementary Teacher Debi West honored by state 
 
 Today, the Georgia Department of Education saluted the state's top schools and 
teachers, announcing this year's 10 finalists for Georgia Teacher of the Year and the 
2005 Georgia Schools of Excellence in Student Achievement. Gwinnett County Public 
Schools learned that one of its teachers and one of its schools were among those 
honored . 
 Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year Debi West of Level Creek Elementary has 
made it to the next level of the competition, one step closer to being named Georgia's 
2006 Teacher of the Year. She and the other finalists were selected from a pool of 133 
applicants. The entries were evaluated by an expert panel of business leaders and 
educators, including former Teachers of the Year and Milken Family Foundation 
Educators. Applicants explained their vision for education in Georgia, views on 
important issues and trends, and the value of using data to drive classroom instruction. 
In the coming weeks, a panel of judges will make site visits to each finalist's school to 
observe the teachers in their classrooms and conduct interviews. The 2006 Georgia 
Teacher of the Year will be announced at an awards celebration on March 18, 2005. 
 The Riverside Elementary community learned today that their school is one of 20 
schools in the state recognized as a 2005 Georgia School of Excellence in Student 
Achievement. Riverside was selected for this honor because the school performed in 
the top 10 percent in student achievement in reading/language arts and math. Principal 
Craig Barlow shared the news this afternoon with the staff of the1,200-student school, 
located in Suwanee. All of the Schools of Excellence honorees will be recognized at a 
banquet on April 29, 2005. 
 CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks applauded the state on its selections and 
noted the importance of honoring those who excel in education. "Teaching and 
learning..." he said, "it is what we are about every day. If Gwinnett County Public 
Schools is to achieve its vision of becoming a system of world-class schools, it will be 
due to the schools and fine teachers who exhibit every day their dedication to students 
and helping students achieve. I applaud Mrs. West and the staff and students of 
Riverside Elementary and take pride that they are a part of our school system." 
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