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Gwinnett to host Japanese educators visit 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools hosts an international visit this week. A group of 

educators from Japan have traveled halfway around the world to participate in a world-class 

professional learning exchange, where both groups plan to learn from each other about 

educating and developing leaders.  

     The visiting group consists of 10 educators from different school systems and universities 

around Japan. The teachers, school administrators, and university professors will receive a 

warm welcome to Gwinnett on Monday, August 21, spending the remainder of the week 

visiting schools and learning from Gwinnett educators.  

     Gwinnett County Public Schools was chosen to host the meeting by the National Staff 

Development Council (NSDC). “Gwinnett County School District’s professional 

development system is among the strongest in the country.” Says Joellen Killion, NSDC. 

“Gwinnett’s efforts to include assistant principals in the Georgia Staff Development 

Council’s Academy and in the National Staff Development Council’s Academy for leaders 

of staff development are evidence of Gwinnett’s desire to provide ongoing, high-quality 

professional learning for all educators and to ensure that all leaders, current and future, 

understand their role as leaders of learning, not only for students, but for teachers as well.” 

     The cadre of Japanese educators is looking to learn about GCPS’ programs that work with 

adult learners as it improves and prepares leaders.  They will participate in a number of 

learning activities which include; visits to several Gwinnett schools to participate in 

discussions with teachers and observe classrooms, learning about Gwinnett’s Quality Plus 

Leadership Academy, a discussion session with Gwinnett’s School Improvement Team, 

among others. The foreign educators will share what is known as “The Japanese Lesson 

Study,” a teaching practice rapidly attracting interest among American educators.  

     Members of the press interested in covering the visit are invited to a session on Thursday, 

August 24, 2006, at 10:30 a.m. at the Instructional Support Center at 437 Old Peachtree 

Road NW.  in Suwanee. The agenda for the morning includes “The Japanese Lesson Study.”   

     For more information about this professional learning exchange, please contact Dr. Lea 

Arnau Director of Professional Learning at (678) 301-7095. 
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