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Alton C. Crews MS earns national school of distinction award    
 
     A Gwinnett middle school is among only 16 schools nationwide recognized for 

implementing a unique and innovative program that supports positive educational results and 

student achievement. Alton C. Crews Middle School has received the “2006 Intel and 

Scholastic Schools of Distinction Award.” The recognition brings national attention to best 

practices in education. 

     Crews Middle received the recognition under the award’s professional development 

category, a top priority for Gwinnett teachers, administrators, paraprofessionals, and clerks. 

The middle school adopted the National Staff Development Council’s national standards. 

Professional development at Crews includes leadership training, peer coaching, curriculum 

collaboration, and mentoring opportunities for veterans to pass what they know on to new 

teachers. “Professional development is not something teachers attend; it is something teachers 

do. It involves teams and not individuals. It relies on discussion and not presentation,” says 

Dr. Janet Blanchette, school technology coordinator and professional learning 

facilitator. “We have truly moved from a ‘sit and get’ approach to a practical, ongoing, 

meaningful program that focuses on improving student achievement.” The school’s 

Professional Learning Advisory Committee meets regularly to evaluate Crews’ program in 

order to continue to improve teaching and learning. 

     Winning elementary and secondary schools were chosen in each of the following eight 

categories: academic achievement, literacy achievement, mathematics achievement, science 

achievement, technology excellence, leadership excellence, professional development, and 

collaboration and teamwork.  

     Representatives from the winning schools will attend an awards gala in Washington, D.C, 

on October 5, at which Alton C. Crews Middle School could be named “Best of the Best.” 

     The program is sponsored by Intel Corporation, and Scholastic publishing, 

education, and media company. For more information about the Schools of 

Distinction Awards, visit www.schoolsofdistinction.com  
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