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Support aids math mastery for Gwinnett students
Collaboration, extra help, and technology are just a few ways 
Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) supports students work-
ing to master the math curriculum. Learn more in these profiles.

Students get extra help at Math Institute
Teachers in Gwinnett engage in professional learning in many 

ways, but for one purpose— to gain new skills to improve student 
achievement. This summer, an innovative program brought teach-
ers from around the county to work with students from Center-
ville and Shiloh elementaries. However, both the children and the 
adults were students! The Shiloh Cluster Math Institute combined 
professional learning in 
math instruction for the 
adult participants with 
extra help for the students. 
The strategies the children 
learned during the Institute 
prepared them for optimal 
learning during summer 
school classes. (The Insti-
tute took place each morn-
ing during the first week of 
summer school.)

Both mentor teachers 
and participating educators 
worked with the children during the Institute, resulting in a stu-
dent-teacher ratio as low as 2 to 1. Mentor teachers modeled best 
practices for participating teachers, who applied the strategies 
with students in small groups, offering students plenty of individ-
ualized attention. At the end of the day, the adults analyzed daily 
progress, challenges, and lessons learned. Together, the teachers 
planned lessons for the following day.

Teachers who have worked with the Institute have taken their 
enhanced skills back to their schools to share with colleagues, 

says Centerville Principal Barbara Schmich, who 
launched the Institute. This train-the-trainer ap-
proach ensures that the best math instructional 
techniques are shared countywide and are in 

use all over Gwinnett. This summer, the Central 
Gwinnett cluster also hosted a Math Institute for elementary and 
middle school students, supported by 100-plus teachers.

“We saw great results for teachers and students,” says Ms. 
Schmich. “In fact, more than three-quarters of the Shiloh cluster 
students were successful on a retest of the math section of the 
4th grade Gateway. By creating an environment that was focused 
on math, both student and teacher learning were enhanced.” She  
says concerns about whether the children could handle three 
hours of math in a day were unfounded. The second day of the 
Institute, a student asked, “Can we have math all day today?”
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At the middle school level, Math Focus Teams bring together 
teachers from around GCPS to share ideas and improve instruc-
tion as well. Team members are exposed to professional learning, 
new teaching strategies, and ideas from other clusters. “I’m able 
to bring back ideas to share with fellow teachers, who can then use 
those ideas in their own teaching.” says Stacey Schepens, a Duluth 
Middle teacher and team participant. The collaborative sessions 
spread great teaching practices, and team members, their col-
leagues, and students all benefit. 

But collaboration isn’t isolated to one school level. Through a 
Norcross cluster vertical team, math teachers for grades 6–12 work 

together to increase student achievement. Communication 
between levels helps teachers better prepare students for the 
challenges they will face at the next level and better support 
students who have struggled in the past.

MS math learning is the ‘Destination’
In Gwinnett middle schools, students are mastering 

math concepts with Destination Math. Teachers use this 
interactive technology tool to preview topics or review 
lessons, creating online tests and assignments for classes 
or individuals, even customizing practice tests that gen-
erate further assignments based on a test-taker’s weak-
nesses. For students, enhanced knowledge and skills in 
math are the “Destination” with this learning tool.

Academic support benefits HS students
Before, during, and after the school day, Gwinnett high schools 

apply a variety of academic-support models to help students make 
the grade in math. 

At Meadowcreek High, more than 800 students get extra 
support, including “previews” of math concepts before they are 
introduced in class and homework help. In Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) classes, students learn organi-
zational techniques. As more students take advantage of support 
classes, teachers say their students are participating more in class, 
taking better notes, and using new strategies to study for tests. 
“Students are learning strategies that help them become success-
ful, self-directed learners who can better relate learning to real-
world application,” says Meadowcreek Teacher Shirley Carr.

The North Gwinnett High academic-support model has 
helped students transition from technical math to more chal-
lenging college-prep courses. In smaller classes, students had 
more direct instructional time as they tackled tough concepts. 
The year after implementing support classes, North Gwinnett 
had a 100% passing rate on the math section of the state gradu-
ation test. “We increased our expectations for what our students 
could achieve,” says Dr. Gene Taylor, North Gwinnett assistant 
principal. “Student achievement followed suit.”

Left to right:  
Cedar Hill students 

participate in a range 
of literacy activities to 

build skills… 
sequencing words 
to form sentences, 

identifying vowels in 
classmates’ names, and 
listening to audio books.

CHECK OUT 
EVERYDAY 
MATH TIPS 

ON PAGE 4.

Literacy Collaborative links fun, learning
Cedar Hill Elementary is one of six Gwinnett elementary schools implementing the Literacy 
Collaborative approach to learning. Other Gwinnett schools using Literacy Collaborative are 

Arcado, Knight, Lawrenceville, Peachtree, and Simonton 
elementaries. Read more on literacy initiatives on page 2.

Above: At the Institute, students reinforced 
their learning with fun, instructional activities.
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‘Double dose’ supports HS readers
Around a table, three students develop questions for 

their Greek mythology game while others design the game 
board. Over at the computer station, students learn more 
about Zeus, Athena, and other Greek deities. 

These students in Chris Canter’s Academic Strategies 
class are strengthening reading comprehension and 
research skills through their literacy support class, but the 
activities also are preparing the small group of 9th graders 
to tackle the unfamiliar vocabulary and advanced reading 
level of Homer’s Odyssey in college prep language arts.

Berkmar High freshmen, no matter their reading level, 
are exposed to the challenging curriculum for college-
bound students, says Nadine Bell, part of a three-teacher 
team committed to improving literacy for struggling 9th 
graders at Berkmar. The high expectations come with 
plenty of support.

Mr. Canter and Lindsay Watson help students become 
successful readers through their supplemental Academic 
Strategies reading classes. With no more than 15 students, 
the classes focus on strategies to improve vocabulary 
and comprehension, through whole-class instruction, 
self-paced, technology-based Read 180, and one-on-one 
instruction. All students served in the reading program 
have language arts with Ms. Bell. 

The three teachers use common planning time to 
individualize instruction and review assessment data. 
Over the summer, the team developed this “double dose” 
approach to teach, reinforce, and build on skills. With 
two class periods devoted to literacy— and teachers 
collaborating on lessons and strategies— students have 
more time and ways to learn the curriculum.

The teaching team emphasizes reading as a lifelong 
process, not a class to take or a skill without application. 
“Reading is a survival skill and the 9th grade is a crucial 
year,” says Ms. Bell. 

While some students are reluctant to be in a reading 
class at first, teachers see a change as students make 
progress. “When they realize that they’re reading and can be 
successful, they love it,” says Mr. Canter.

Schools get creative, enlist aid to support critical literacy skills
Collaboration enhances learning

Written, read, spoken, acted out, or spelled, words are 
everywhere in the literacy-rich environment at Cedar 
Hill Elementary, and it shows, as children make progress 
academically. What the children at Cedar Hill may not re-
alize is that their improved literacy skills are built through 
the Literacy Collaborative— a long-term, schoolwide 
approach connecting teachers with ongoing training and 
coaching, supported by partner Georgia State University. 
“This approach provides continuity for students as readers 
and writers and professional support for teachers as they re-
fine their craft,” says Dr. Beverly Smith, assistant principal.  
 Strategies are numerous. In reading and writing work-
shops, students learn through guided and independent 
work and sharing with classmates. Word Study focuses on 
spelling principles, not a traditional spelling list. Younger 
students take home Books in a Bag for daily practice. The 
Book Room is stocked with books leveled for all reading 
stages. The intensive Reading Recovery program offers a 
safety net for struggling 1st grade readers. And, literacy 
coordinators offer guidance to teachers who are working 
with children requiring extra support or enrichment.

Initiatives earn ‘distinction,’ grant
In one room, poetry comes alive through performance. 

In another, students create medieval illuminated manu-
scripts. Book talks, literary lunches, and author visits are 
familiar parts of the literacy landscape at J. P. McCon-
nell Middle. Everywhere you look, you’ll find involved 
learners… and involved parents. A joint staff-PTA project 
shows parents how to help their children become bet-
ter writers. In a full-day session, volunteers learn how 
to evaluate writing so they can team up with teachers to 
evaluate sample essays. On “sample days,” students are 
immersed in the writing process, as they brainstorm, 
organize, draft, revise, and edit. These and other initiatives 
have earned the school a national grant, donated hardware 
and software, and recognition as an Intel/Scholastic School 
of Distinction. More importantly, students are developing 
into a community of engaged readers and writers.

Literacy concepts
So, what are the key concepts in 
GCPS’ literacy curriculum?
The language arts program uses a 
balanced approach to learning the 
AKS that are needed to become a 
successful reader, writer, listener, 
viewer, and oral communicator. 
Students learn the 
relationship between 
letters and sounds in a 
systematic fashion, as 
they listen to read-aloud 
stories and learn reading 
and writing skills. K–2 students 
focus on phonemic (distinctive word 
sounds) awareness and letter-
sound connections, which promote 
reading comprehension later. It is the 
expectation that all students:
• use reading to learn information 

and writing to express 
meaningful response;

• understand sound/letter 
relationships and that print 
carries meaning; 

• apply comprehensive reading 
strategies independently as they 
read for pleasure and search for 
information;

• apply grammar, usage, and 
mechanics in writing; and 

• acquire skills to become lifelong 
readers and writers.

Literacy ‘seeds’ planted, nurtured 
across curriculum, at each grade level

In the garden of knowledge, the seeds of literacy are among the first to be planted. Experts say 
that parents “prepare the soil” by exposing children to read-aloud stories, picture books, wordplay, 
rhyming games, and other word-rich activities for the preschool set. 

Once children enter a Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) classroom, literacy grows and 
grows. From the new reader in kindergarten to the middle schooler writing a persuasive essay to the 
senior tackling college-level studies in literature and composition— those literacy seeds are tended 
daily by dedicated and accomplished “gardeners,” your child’s teachers.

“The wide variety of literacy activities that you’ll see in our schools— reading, writing, listen-
ing, speaking, and viewing— are not restricted to the language arts classroom,” says Joyce Berube, 
GCPS language arts director. “Gwinnett educators in every content area and at every grade level 
nurture the literacy knowledge and skills that are critical to a child’s academic success.”

Above: McConnell 7th graders, working in pairs, read a passage 
on photosynthesis, then assume roles of teller and listener. The teller 
communicates as much specific detail as she can recall. The listener  
adds or clarifies information. Then students reverse roles for the next 
passage. What the students can recall from their reading is amazing!

GCPS educators at all levels and in all 
subjects reinforce literacy skills. Here are 

profiles of three schools that ensure 
a bountiful ‘knowledge harvest’ for students, 

rooted in a strong literacy foundation.

Public education is foundation of our nation
America’s greatness as a nation is built on three essential foundations: our representative form of government, our 

free enterprise system, and our public schools that serve all children. That said, it gives me great hope for the future 
to know that as a nation we are committed to continually improving our schools, and that in Gwinnett, children are 
learning every day the knowledge and skills they will need to be successful in life. In November, Gwinnett County 
Public Schools celebrates American Education Week, Nov. 13–19. The 2005 theme resonates with a compelling   
 message— “A Strong America Starts with Great Public Schools.” I believe that to be true. 

Like America, Gwinnett County benefits from its outstanding public school system. Success lives and 
thrives here… and for many, success is first experienced and learned in a Gwinnett classroom. During 
American Education Week, 48 business leaders will observe that first-hand as they participate in our second 
annual “Principal for a Day” program. They will see student success being initiated, cultivated, and celebrated, 
witnessing what our 145,000 students experience every day: a relentless focus on teaching and learning to 
improve every child’s academic achievement.

Great nations ensure that effective public schools are provided for their young people. Those schools must 
be provided in communities that make education a priority. Gwinnett County School Board members and I 
are proud to live and work in such a community. American 
Education Week is a fitting time to salute all that is great about 
our public schools, and to say “thank you” to the community 
that helps keep them strong— for our students and our nation. J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

Below: Chuck Warbington (left) of Pond & 
Company and Dacula HS Principal Donnie 
Nutt (foreground) review the school’s 
accountability report during an orientation 
breakfast for business and school leaders 
who will participate in the second annual 
“Principal for a Day” event. Held during 
American Education Week, the event is a 
joint venture of the school system and the 
Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce.

LOOK FOR 
LITERACY 
TIPS ON 
PAGE 4.
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GCPS Bulletin Board 

College-bound students and their families can find resources online and at fair
• WGAcollege411.org: This free, one-stop site gives students the “411” (information) they need to consider career 

options, explore colleges in the state, check on financial aid, even apply to Georgia colleges and universities— 
all with their personal “411” account. The site is sponsored by state agencies and community partners.

• Accessing Resources for College-Bound Special Needs Students: Middle and high school students served in 
GCPS’ special education program— along with their families, teachers, and counselors— are invited to a col-
lege fair and program from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Feb. 27 at the Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center in 
Lawrenceville. Learn more on diploma and college options, the SAT, admissions, and graduation requirements. 
Event sponsors are GCPS, the Gwinnett PTA Council, and the Gwinnett County Extension Service.

• Hispanic Scholarship Fund: Students can find scholarship information, publications, seminars and workshops, 
and other resources to make higher education a reality. (Wwww.HSF.net, 770-992-4259)

Driver’s ed options available in Gwinnett     
Driver’s education is a rite of passage for many Gwinnett teens, including some 2,800 students who will learn 

the rules of the road in GCPS’ community schools this year. The GCPS program has the capacity to serve up 
to 5,000 teen drivers annually. The course offers 30 hours of classroom instruction and operates 29 cars. Two 
community schools-— Mill Creek and Norcross— include the RoadWise Program, which adds a computer-
simulation module for an additional fee. Working with area high schools, some groups offer classes for teens 
and parents to attend together to learn about road safety and driving techniques. In addition, Duluth City Police 
work with local schools to make programs, such as “In a Split Second,” available to students. For new drivers, 
knowing what not to do on the road is equally important as knowing what to do. Last year, almost 10,000 
Gwinnett high school students participated in driving expos and programs that raise awareness of the dangers of 
drinking and driving, speeding, drag-racing, and other hazards for young drivers. For details on driver’s education 
opportunities, call your local community school.

New attendance law kicks in for Georgia schoolchildren
When students aren’t in class, they can’t learn. That’s the driving force behind a 

new state law that defines truancy as five unexcused absences. Under the law, parents 
and students will be hearing more about attendance expectations and consequences 
of excessive unexcused absences. Parents of students who have had attendance issues 
received letters offering additional support to help improve their student’s attendance. A 
comprehensive section on attendance guidelines is included in the beefed-up systemwide 
student/parent handbook distributed to all families at the start of the school year. A new 
poster, like the sample to the right, reminds older students that driving is a privilege— and 
one that can be taken away for excessive unexcused absences. Posters for younger students point 
out that “If you’re not here… we’ll never know what’s in here.” Local schools will continue to 
emphasize the importance of regular attendance and its impact on student achievement.

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have impact on Gwinnett enrollment and calendar
Since the end of August, Gwinnett school communities have opened 

their hearts and classrooms to students affected by Hurricane Katrina. By 
late September, nearly 1,300 students had registered in Gwinnett schools 
due to the devastating storm that hit Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama 
soon after the school year began. Local school administrators, office staff, 
and teachers continue to aid school counselors and social workers in help-
ing these new students make the transition to a Gwinnett school. Several 
educators displaced by Katrina have found new school homes in Gwinnett 
as well. And, Hurricane Rita had an impact on Gwinnett schools, too. 
GCPS classes were cancelled Sept. 26–27 to comply with a request from 
Gov. Sonny Perdue to save diesel fuel. Students and teachers will make 
up the two school days missed using the designated Snow Make-Up Days 
Priority 1 and 2 (Feb. 20 and March 13). This left the original calendar with 
only one other scheduled “make-up” day. With the uncertainty of winter 
weather, the school system felt it prudent to add another snow make-up day. 
See the box to the right for details.

GCPS calendar revised 
to add extra make-up day
• Feb. 20 and March 13 will be 

school days. (Designated as Snow 
Make-Up Days Priority 1 and 2.) 

• April 14 will become Snow Make-
Up Day Priority 3, if needed. 
(Originally scheduled as a student/
teacher holiday.) 

• May 25 will become Snow Make-
Up Day Priority 4, if needed. 
(Originally scheduled as a post-
planning/staff development day 
and designated as Snow Make-up 
Day Priority 3.) 

Revised calendar available online.W

Gwinnett students see big gains on SAT college-admissions exam
SAT average best-ever for GCPS: Gwinnett students set records on both sections of the 2005 SAT Reasoning 

Test, a popular college-admissions exam taken by 88% of GCPS seniors last year. The result? The county’s highest 
ever combined score— 1043— 50 points above the state average and higher than the national average by 15 points. 
A record-setting math average of 530 tops the state by 34 points and the national average by 10 points. The average 
verbal score of 513 is a Gwinnett record— 16 points above the state and five points above national averages. 

And GCPS students have a new tool to help them achieve at even higher levels: How do you get better at… 
well… anything? Practice, practice, practice. The state’s new online SAT prep class is free and available to Georgia 
public school students 24/7. Using a unique pass code, high school students can access interactive lessons, full-
length practice tests, and extra practice questions. Through personalized score reports, test-takers identify strengths 
and weaknesses, check their progress, even get pointers on improving their SAT essays. Teachers will be able to use 
the SAT course in the classroom, too. Your high schooler already may be practicing with the free SAT online prep 
class. If not, learn more from your local school.

Keep connected with GCPS…
• Watch GCPS TV on these cable network 

providers:
  Comcast  Channel 24
  Charter  Channel 22
  BellSouth Channel 21
  Adelphia  Channel 20*
  *Channel 97 without a converter.
• Visit our Web site at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
• Sign up for GCPS’ e-mail newsletter. Sub-

scribe to this bimonthly e-newsletter on the 
school system’s Web site, or check out the 
most recent issue in the e-news archives.

WLinks Locker
In addition to checking out Web sites listed 
with some articles, you also can find more 
information on items found in Communiqué 
at these sites…
Gwinnett County Public Schools Web site:
Whttp://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Ga. Department of Education Web site:
Whttp://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ 

Homework help a click away
Designed for students in grades 4–12, 
Live Homework Help features online tutoring 
in core subjects. The service is free, easy 
to use, and available to any student with a 
public library card when they need help the 
most… from 2 p.m. to midnight, seven days 
a week. (Also, Spanish-language tutoring 
in math and science is available between 
the hours of 4 and 10 p.m., Sunday through 
Thursday.) The service is sponsored by 
GCPS and the county library. 
Whttp://www.gwinnettpl.org/libraryresources/
TutorInformation2005.htm

Staff, student honors abound
The kudos keep on coming… The school 
system celebrates successes at the local, 
regional, state, national, even international 
levels. Check out GCPS TV and the GCPS 
Web site (www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us) to 
learn more about high-achieving scholars, 
big finishes in national and international 
academic competitions, a School of 
Distinction for Academic Achievement 
and Innovation in literacy, top JROTC 
instructors in the nation, an Afterschool 
Champion, perfect scores in foreign 
language competitions, recognition for 
Georgia Economic Education Program of 
Excellence, state counseling award winners, 
state Administration Career and Technical 
Educator of the Year, award-winning young 
authors and photographers, Georgia’s STAR 
student and teacher, award-winning fine arts 
programs and videos, athletic champions, 
kudos for schools, and system honors.
Check your local school Web site or local 
newsletters for more school honors. 

NOW HIRING
Gwinnett County Public Schools 

is accepting applications for 
certified and classified positions. 

Call (678) 377-8909 
to request an application or visit 

“Career Opportunities” at 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

POSITIONS INCLUDE... 

Teachers  •  School Nutrition Staff 

Bus Drivers  •  Substitutes

Watch our Web site and GCPS TV for 
current employment opportunities and 
upcoming job and recruitment fairs!

GCPS is an equal opportunity employer.
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The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence in academic knowledge, skills,  
and behavior for each student, resulting in measured improvement against local, national, and world-class standards.

Everyday math tips for young mathematicians
Our goal is to develop confident and competent mathematicians. Here are just a few ways to support your child’s 
mathematical learning. Ask your child’s teacher for more grade-specific ways to practice math concepts at home.
• Show me the money… Empty your pocket or purse change each evening and have your child count the money. 

Another variation, when checking out at the store, ask your child to help you select the correct change to make 
your purchase or determine how much change you will receive.

• It’s about time… We need to be at soccer practice at 6. It takes 15 minutes to get to the field. When should we 
leave? Ask your child to help you solve some real-life word problems involving time. 

• Show me some more money… When you fill your gas 
tank, ask an older child to calculate gas mileage.

• Talk the talk… Look for comparisons and use math vo-
cabulary like greater than, less than, greatest, and fewest. 
Point out patterns. They’re all around us… Think walkways, 
wallpaper, tiles, and windows.

• A numbers game… Play games that involve doing arith-
metic. Dominoes, chess, checkers, and puzzles all rein-
force math learning. Ask your child to add up the score after 
a hand of cards or a round of Scrabble.

• Yummy math… Cooking offers many chances to practice 
math skills. Grab the measuring cups and spoons to talk 
about fractions. Have a crowd for dinner? Ask your child 
to double the recipe. Younger children can use cereal or 
grapes to group and count.

• Smart shopper… Store advertisements give your child 
another opportunity to compare, relating math to everyday 
situations. Take coupons to the grocery store and ask your 
child to figure the new price with the discount.

Literacy skill-builders

Tips and tidbits for parents… essential education partners

Thanks to the following educators, who shared tips and 
insights in this issue of Communiqué: Patty Cincotta 

of Alcova ES; Nadine Bell, Chris Canter, and Lindsay 
Watson, all of Berkmar HS; Wanda Mangum, Sharon Sherling, and Dr. 
Beverly Smith, all of Cedar Hill ES; Barbara Schmich of Centerville ES; 
Dr. Janet Blanchette of Alton C. Crews MS; Joyce Berube, Lisa Lee, and 
Dr. Lynda Luckie, all of Curriculum and Instruction; Stacey Schepens of 
Duluth MS; Cyndi Cioffi, April Coleman, Susan Demos, Kelly Huckaby, 

Debby Klug, Shannon Penick, Natalie Powell, and Babs Smith, all of 
J.  P. McConnell MS; Shirley Carr of Meadowcreek HS; Dr. Gene Taylor 

of North Gwinnett HS; and Greta Loeber of Simpson ES.

This section of Communiqué is designed to share some suggestions for enhancing your role 
as an essential partner in your child’s education… 
From math fun to at-home tips for enhancing literacy, through this page, we’ll share some easy-to-use, lingo-free strategies to support your child’s 
learning. Topics you’d like to learn more about? Send a note to GCPS Communiqué, P.O. Box 343, Lawrenceville, GA 30046-0343, or send an e-mail 
to GwinnettSchoolsE-News@gwinnett.k12.ga.us. (In between issues of Communiqué, watch for more tips on the Web and in e-News.)  

K–12 Strong reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills are 
essential to both academic and workplace success. In fact, 
studies show that strong communication skills are one of the 
most important attributes that students will carry into college 
studies and the work world. So, consider these level-appropriate 
strategies you can use at home to nurture and grow your child’s 
literacy seeds into a bumper crop of knowledge…

K–2… Reading together regularly helps children learn that print contains a message. For new 
readers, point to each word to reinforce the left-to-right pattern and connect the words in print with 
words heard. Ask your child to make predictions and puzzle out new words, using picture clues. 
Choose books that rhyme, repeat phrases, or have predictable stories. Writing opportunities include 
simple thank-you notes and personal dictionaries. (Help your child create an A-to-Z  “book” of new 
words, complete with drawings or magazine photos and sentences.)

3–5… Help your child read for meaning through book talks. Ask about details, such as characters and set-
ting. At least once a week, have your child read aloud. If your child reads very fast or ignores punc-
tuation, ask him to reread the section and stop when there is a period, use expression when there is 
an exclamation point, and change his voice with each question mark. If you notice your child reading 
each word slowly or word-by-word, the book may be too difficult. Ask for help writing the grocery 
list. Encourage your child to start a journal.

MS… Variety adds spice to reading! Encourage your middle schooler to expand her reading tastes and 
explore new genres. Recommended book lists from school are a great place to start. Help your child 
engage with text and boost his information recall by “thinking along” with the text. Check comprehen-
sion by asking him to summarize main ideas from the section read. Sticky notes are a great tool for 
your child to flag key information or a passage that is interesting, surprising, or prompted questions. 
Poetry and journal writing are great creative outlets and writing exercises.

HS… College work is heavy on reading. Encourage your child to “stretch” by reading even more and differ-
ent kinds of writing, including critiques, essays, and editorial/opinion pieces. Entering essay and writ-
ing contests for scholarships is good writing practice and might yield an award! Other writing might 
include letters of introduction, résumés, and college essays.

10 at-home 
reading reinforcers
Studies show the average U.S. student 
spends hours each day with electronic media 
(TV, computer, game systems) but only 
minutes reading. And that’s just not enough, 
literacy experts say. Strong readers make 
successful learners. The more your child 
reads, the better reader (and student) he will 
be! Here are tips for encouraging reading…  

1

2
3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Daily reading time at home… Help 
your child set aside daily reading time at 
home— 15 to 30 minutes after dinner or 
before bedtime— to read books at a com-
fortable, just-right reading level in different 
genres (realistic and historical fiction, 
fantasy, fables, fairy tales, myths, non-fic-
tion, and biographies). Try new books, but 
keep those old favorites, too. 

Be a good (reading) example… When 
it’s reading time for your child, pick up a 
book or magazine yourself.

No holiday for reading… Your child’s 
daily reading habit should be just that, 
daily, even during vacations. Take along 
books— or books on tape that the whole 
family will enjoy— for your next car trip.

Family read-aloud… Turn off the TV and 
start a family tradition with a childhood 
favorite, reading a chapter or two together 
each night. Even older children (yes, teens) 
may like read-aloud time when it means a 
few extra minutes with Mom or Dad.

Reader’s choice… Ask your reluctant 
reader to select his own reading materi-
al— whether that’s a how-to book, a song 
or joke book, a special-interest magazine, 
the sports page, or a graphic anime novel. 
Reading is reading, no matter the content 
or type of reading material. Books on tape 
can enhance traditional reading.

Card-carrying member… Help your child 
apply for her own library card. Regular 
trips to the school or public library give 
your child a wider variety of reading mate-
rials. Assist your child in selecting books 
appropriate to her reading level. Books for 
younger readers should have pictures to 
support the story.

Build a library… Help your child build his 
personal library. Visit the used book store, 
garage sales and book swaps, library 
sales, and school book sales.

Join a book club/group… Your older 
child may enjoy reading and discussing a 
book with friends. Check your school and 
public library for opportunities or help your 
child start her own club.

Reading is everywhere… Don’t stop with 
books. Point out and read store mar-
quees, cereal boxes, road signs, menus, 
weather reports, recipes, game directions, 
movie listings, and more, as you move 
through the day.

Watch for reading problems… Know 
what’s expected at your child’s grade 
level and ask your child’s teacher 
about his progress at school. 
If your older student has 
trouble with routine reading 
(signs or instructions), reads 
at a very slow pace on assigned 
reading, or avoids pleasure reading, 
he may benefit from extra reading support 
at school. 

TIPsters
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Above and Right: 
During Pi Day 2005, an 
Alcova student showed 
off her Pi necklace, a 
visual reminder of the 
unending nature of Pi, 
while another student 
polished off a piece of 

apple Pi.

3.1415926535… and so on and so on, etc. 
     If you’re not a “math person,” you may not think 
of math and fun in the same sentence. But Pi Day— 
celebrated March 14, beginning at 1:59 p.m.— may 
help change your mind. Pi is the irrational number you 
get, ad infinitum, when you divide the circumference 
of a circle by its diameter. On Pi Day 2005, Alcova 

Elementary Math Specialist Patty 
Cincotta and her students enjoyed Pi 
songs and activities, apple Pi, and Pi 
jokes like this one… 
 Q. What do you get when you  
 divide the circumference of the  
 sun by its diameter? 
 A. Pi in the sky. 


