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Gwinnett’s Louise Radloff Middle honored for  
excellence in international education        
 
     Louise Radloff Middle has been named Georgia School of the Year for excellence 

in providing students an international education to prepare a new generation for 

success in the global economy. The honored was awarded to the school by the Visiting 

International Faculty Program (VIF,) the largest international-exchange program 

linking U.S. schools and teachers worldwide. 

     “Louise Radloff Middle School is providing a supportive and enriching learning 

environment for international-exchange teachers to educate students about the world 

beyond their borders,” said David B. Young, president of the VIF Program.  “As a 

result, a new generation is learning the skills and knowledge necessary to lead our 

communities, state, and nation to prosperity in the global economy. And international-

exchange teachers will return to their home nations as vocal cultural ambassadors for 

the United States, sharing their experience with students, educators and their home 

communities to break down stereotypes and increase international understanding.” 

      Louise Radloff Middle strives to provide opportunities for students in an 

atmosphere that promotes lifelong learning, ethics, self esteem, and an awareness of the 

global community. “Our students will be competing in a global economy. To be 

educated by teachers who come from different parts of the world is a great advantage 

to them as we prepare them for their futures. Our VIF teachers are top-flight educators 

who enrich our instructional program every day.” says Dr. Patty Heitmuller, the 

school’s principal. Dr. Heitmuller also credits the school’s success to the direction set 

by the woman for which the school is named, BOE chairman Louise Radloff, an avid 

supporter of international understanding. “Mrs. Radloff’s outstanding work with a very 

international student population has been a real source of inspiration to us as a school. 

In everything we accomplish, we hope to honor this great lady’s legacy.”  

     Three VIF teachers, from Argentina, Canada, and Colombia, are currently part of 

the school’s faculty. This year, a total of 56 international teachers teach in Gwinnett 

County Public Schools (GCPS) and 213 in Georgia. Overall, VIF is sponsoring about 

1,700 teachers from 52 nations in nearly 1,000 schools in 10 states. 

 

     For more information about the VIF program, visit www.vifprogram.com 
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