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Gwinnett BOE thanks community mentors, recognizing the 

difference they make in young lives 
 
     The Gwinnett County Board of Education recently thanked more than 80 

community members for volunteering to guide and support Gwinnett middle school 

students. The 81 men were invited by the School Board to its August meeting where 

they received a huge “thank you” for the difference they are making in students’ lives 

through the school district’s Community-Based Mentoring Program. 

     Gwinnett’s Community-Based Mentoring Program provides support to identified 

at-risk students. The mentors establish one-on-one and small-group mentoring 

relationships with middle school students. Throughout the year, they take part in 

workshops and activities that assist them as they encourage and support students in 

the curriculum areas of self-respect, effective communication, leadership skills, and 

financial literacy. 

     This past school year, 81 men served as mentors, including Mr. Darrell Creedon, 

a community member in the Duluth Cluster. Mr. Creedon became a mentor because 

he was looking for a way to have a positive influence in his community. He describes 

his experience as mentor of a Duluth Middle 8th grader as the most rewarding and 

challenging thing he’s ever done. He explains, “It is rewarding to see my mentee 

follow some of my guidance and see that it is helping him. I enjoy seeing him realize 

the rewards and fruits of his labor.” Mr. Creedon has worked with his mentee for 

nearly two years.  

     Mr. Darren Providence, a Gwinnett resident in the South Gwinnett Cluster, is 

another example of a positive community mentor. A native of New Jersey who has 

volunteered 13 years of service to mentoring programs in that state, Mr. Providence 

jumped at the opportunity to mentor a Gwinnett student. Complimentary of the 

structure of GCPS’ program and the veteran educators who lead it, Mr. Providence 

has dedicated two years of service to a Snellville Middle 8th grader. When it comes 

to working with young men identified as at-risk, Mr. Providence says, “I do like to 

see kids make progress. They’re not bad kids. They make bad choices. They want to 

do good. They just don’t have the tools to do it. Our job is to help them get those 

tools.”     
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     Launched in early 2009, Gwinnett’s Community-Based Mentoring Program pairs 

identified students with both an at-school advisor and a mentor in the community. In 

addition to academics, the program focuses on self-discipline, attendance, behavior, 

and attitude, as all have an impact on achievement. The adult community mentors 

follow a curriculum developed by Gwinnett educators. The program is led by veteran 

educator and former Gwinnett school principal James Rayford, who now serves as 

director of academic support; and instructional coach Andrew Toney. 

     Community members who are interested in becoming a part of this successful 

program, can learn more by visiting the “Mentoring” section of the school district’s 

web site, www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
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