
How to Make the Most of Reading Together
“Oral language is the foundation for literacy development. Oral language provides children with a sense 
of words and sentences...[t]hrough their own speech children demonstrate their understanding of the 
meanings of words and written materials.” 1

The following tips are based on proven reading techniques developed through expert research and 
adapted by Jumpstart. Reading with your child on a regular basis is very important, and simple 
techniques like the ones listed below can increase the quality of the learning experience.

Begin Early and Read Often
The journey begins at birth. Years of playing, talking, listening, and reading together 
become the foundation for literacy skills, social development, and success in 
classrooms and in life.

Reading with your child every day is a wonderful way to:

• Increase your child’s knowledge about people, places, and things.

• Help your child learn the meaning of new words, letters, and sounds.

• Give your child an opportunity to practice speaking and listening.

• Encourage lifelong positive attitudes toward reading.

Make Reading a Conversation
While engaging your child in a conversation about this or any book, your goal is to 
have the child become the teller of the story.

• Take turns retelling and recalling story events.

• Have a discussion in which you both ask and respond to questions.

• Listen to fi nd out more about your child’s knowledge and interests as they relate 
to the book.

• Share and highlight new words and their meanings.

• Re-read the book to deepen your child’s understanding of words and concepts.

• Ask your child one or two questions per page that begin with the words what, 
where, when, why, and how ... and wait for a response. 

• Read with expression and enthusiasm, and make sound effects. 

And remember that the conversations you have before, during, and after reading are 
just as important as the actual reading. Have fun!

Build Language through Reading
Recent research suggests that a rich vocabulary is a vital platform for early reading. 
Many children’s books are fi lled with new words that can help children along the path to literacy. 

Make Connections...Create Meaning
Reading together offers a wonderful opportunity to use conversation to introduce 
some new words and meanings to your child. Pairing new vocabulary with 
illustrations and a child’s own experiences can provoke great conversations. 

After you read the entire story, return to pages with new words to revisit their 
meanings. Ask simple questions. These kinds of discussions will show you whether 
your child understands and can recall the meaning of the words.
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