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GCPS SCENE
 As a result of the 2010 U.S. Census, new Board district lines were required to be 
drawn for the Gwinnett County Board of Education. The maps submitted by the 
Georgia General Assembly have been approved by the U.S. Justice Department, and 
the new School Board electoral districts will take effect with the next election cycle. The 
change in Board district lines does not affect attendance zones for schools or boundaries 
for clusters. (Note: Voter precincts are used to determine School Board districts and are 
different from school attendance boundaries. An individual’s residence, not the school 
attended, determines which School Board member represents a particular resident.) Find 
the new Board map and a list of schools by Board district on the GCPS website.

 Each spring, the Gwinnett County Board of Education goes on the road, meeting 
once in each Board member’s district. The meetings are a time for the School Board 
to share information with the public and for citizens to discuss education topics with 
their elected officials. New this year, the meetings will be organized by Board electoral 
districts, reflecting the new district lines, rather than by school clusters. However, citizens 
may attend any of the five meetings. All Area Board Meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the host 
school’s theater, with refreshments served at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are scheduled for the 
following dates and locations.
March 27 District IV, represented by Dr. Robert McClure, South Gwinnett HS
March 29 District I, represented by 2012 Board Vice Chair Carole Boyce, Dacula HS
April 10 District II, represented by Daniel Seckinger, Collins Hill HS 
April 12 District V, represented by 2012 Board Chair Louise Radloff, Meadowcreek HS
April 17  District III, represented by Dr. Mary Kay Murphy, Duluth HS

Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) recently concluded its Quality 
Assurance Review (QAR) with AdvancED for district accreditation. District 
accreditation supports a systemic approach to achieving results through improvement. 
During the three-day visit, the QAR team interviewed 1,002 stakeholders (parents, 
teachers, community members, and staff) and visited 246 classrooms. During an oral 
exit interview, the QAR team commended the district on its strong, stable leadership 
team whose members use the district’s vision as a catalyst for change. The team also 
cited evidence of strategic thinking, planning, and action across all divisions. The team 
asked the district to continue work on its interim assessments, to increase integration 
of instructional technology in all content areas, and to develop an encompassing and 
inclusive process for stakeholders to review system fundamental documents, such 
as the district’s vision and the Board’s core beliefs. The team closed its report with a 
recommendation that the district maintain its accreditation, indicating the district was 
rated at the highest-possible level in five of the seven standards reviewed. 

 Minor Elementary will celebrate the school’s 25th anniversary on March 18, 
using a compilation of memories collected from former staff and students and the 
community. Call the school to RSVP or for more information. 

Plan on attending 
Area Board Meetings 
this Spring

New boundaries 
approved for BOE 
electoral districts

GCPS hosts 
accreditation visit 
review

Tapestry 2012 continues
This year’s Tapestry art 
exhibit at the Instructional 
Support Center in Suwanee 
continues, with remaining 
opening nights on March 13 
and 20 at 7:30 p.m. 
Exhibit hours: 
Weekdays, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sundays, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

25th anniversary 
celebration

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/f51aa01814507ba48525799600583186?OpenDocument
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

 GCPS and the Gwinnett Interagency Transition Council present the annual 
Transition Fair for students with disabilities, their parents, and educators at 
Peachtree Ridge High on March 17. The event is set for 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and is 
focused on providing information about services and resources to prepare students 
transitioning from the school system to post-school activities and employment.

March 12  Student Holiday 
March 15 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC) 
March 30 Student/Teacher Holiday or Snow Make-up Day
April 2-6  Spring Break (Schools closed) 
April 6  Spring Holiday, all GCPS locations closed 
April 19  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC 

 Gwinnett County Online Campus (GOC), Gwinnett’s full-time online learning 
option, has extended registration for the 2012–13 school year through March 15 
for students in grades 6–12. Learn more at www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc/.

• All GCPS high schools and a system charter school have been named 2012 AP 
(Advanced Placement) Honor Schools by State Schools Superintendent. 

• Trickum Middle students won 1st Runner-up honors at the Professional Association 
of Georgia Educators Academic Bowl for Middle Grades state championship.

• Berkmar High won 1st place in the Division I State Academic Decathlon and will 
represent Georgia in the U.S. Academic Decathlon online event. Other Division I 
winners include 1st Runner-up Parkview High and 2nd Runner-up Mill Creek High. 

• Dr. Bernadette Scruggs of Peachtree Ridge High was honored as 2012 String 
Educator of the Year by the Georgia Chapter of the American String Teachers 
Association.

• Osborne Middle was recently honored at the State Capitol for earning top writing 
scores in the state for two consecutive years. In addition, the school hosted a visit 
from State Schools Superintendent John Barge and State Rep. Donna Sheldon.

• Brookwood High student Michael Song and his selected teacher Chris Michael, 
and Norcross High student Andrew Alin and his selected teacher James Glenn 
were recognized as county STAR winners. Local STAR students are high school 
seniors in the top 10 percent of their class with the highest SAT score.

• Nearly 900 GCPS students from 44 schools participated in the 2012 Gwinnett 
County Regional Science and Engineering Fair, with 55 projects advancing to state 
competition. Three projects already are tapped to compete in the international fair. 

• The 2012 GCPS counseling honorees are Robin Zorn of Mason Elementary, 
Elementary School Counselor of the Year; Brandee Appling of Bay Creek Middle, 
Middle School Counselor of the Year; Tinisha Parker of Gwinnett County 
Online Campus, Secondary School Counselor of the Year; Assistant Principal Dr. 
Paul Johnson of Peachtree Ridge High, Counseling Advocate of the Year; and Dr. 
Michelle Stangline of Sycamore Elementary, Counselor Writer of the Year. These 
winners move on to regional competition.

Todd Marschke   Principal, GIVE Center West
Dr. Eli Welch, III  Principal, Shiloh Middle

Key GCPS dates

Leadership 
appointments

Good news 
from GCPS

.

The Gwinnett County 
Board of Education 

approved Shiloh 
High’s request to 

name the school’s 
field house in honor of 

community member and 
extraordinary school 

volunteer Tom Marley. 
The recommendation 
for the naming of the 

facility originated from the 
school’s administration, 

local school council, 
Shiloh Community 

Foundation, and Shiloh 
High Touchdown Club, and 
has garnered support from 

the school’s community. 
Mr. Marley has served 

the Shiloh community for 
many years, supporting 
academic and athletic 

programs at the school.

Transition Fair
scheduled 
March 17

GOC extends 
registration through 
March 15

http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc/


Message from the CEO/Superintendent

Pursuing ‘world-class’ 
to meet the demands 
of the 21st century
 Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) takes very 
seriously the concept of “world-class schools.” It is not a 
cliché to us but rather the ideal state we work toward every 
day in every facet of the school system. In fact, the district 
has outlined a number of characteristics that are found in a world-class school and several 
of our current initiatives are moving us toward our vision of becoming a system of world-
class schools.
 For example, two characteristics call for “high academic standards for all” and “a 
comprehensive, challenging, and relevant curriculum.” The implementation of the 
Common Core State Standards is a natural fit with our rigorous AKS curriculum. They 
provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn, so teachers 
and parents know what they need to do to help them. The standards are designed to be 
robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young 
people need for success in college and careers.
 Another trait of a world-class school is the use of effective and engaging instructional 
strategies. e CLASS will help engage learners and make learning more real and relevant to 
students who have never known a world without sophisticated technology. Add to that our 
work to expand STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) offerings 
in grades K–12, helping students gain the knowledge, skills, and expertise they will need 
to succeed in college, work, and life in the 21st century.
 Our e CLASS initiative also will help us embody another characteristic of world-class 
schools as we build on existing information technology systems to advance teaching 
and learning. We want to provide students and teachers the resources they need to be 
successful… resources that already are a part of their everyday, media-rich lives.
 It goes without saying that all of these initiatives are dependent on having high-
performing and inspiring employees who are committed to their students and their 
profession, another characteristic found in world-class schools. I firmly believe our district’s 
work to pilot a new evaluation system for teachers and leaders will help make Gwinnett’s 
very good teachers even better.
 As part of our culture of continuous quality improvement, GCPS is always seeking to 
build on what is best about the school district today to ensure we are even better in the 
future. That is another characteristic found in world-class organizations.
 And while all of these are important, we can never underestimate another very important 
characteristic… productive community and parental partnerships. That is why I encourage 
you to stay involved in our schools and keep abreast of these and other initiatives underway 
to improve our schools. Working together, we can keep everyone moving in the same 
direction… toward realizing our vision of becoming a system of world-class schools! “…I 
encourage you to stay involved in our schools and keep abreast of these and other initiatives 
underway to improve our schools. Working together, we can keep everyone moving in the 
same direction… toward realizing our vision of becoming a system of world-class schools!”

J. Alvin Wilbanks,
CEO/Superintendent

For the latest issue of 
Communiqué, an online 

magazine for families, staff, 
and community members, 
visit the system website— 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us.

In this issue, you’ll find 
stories about how our 

schools prepare students for 
college and career, including 
stories about technical and 
career education, Career 

Pathways, robotics, foreign 
language instruction, 

word study, and a Q&A 
on Gwinnett’s e CLASS  

digital initiative. The digital 
magazine includes stories 
found in the print version of 
Communiqué Essentials, 
plus more features from 
GCPS classrooms, short 

video clips, and links 
to resources (including 

smartphone applications that 
support learning at home).  
This message from CEO/
Superintendent Wilbanks 

is from the current issue of 
Communiqué.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/Communique

