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LANGUAGE	ARTS	
Freshman Language Arts - Required -  
2 Semesters - Gr. 9  
Requires State End of Course Test.

This course includes a balance of composition, applied 
grammar, and literature. The development of vocabulary, 
speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills are 
an integral part of the curriculum. 

Reading Intervention - Elective - 8 Semesters

This course is designed to provide special assistance in 
reading for students who are having difficulty meeting 
the AKS on grade level. Emphasis is placed on the read-
ing strand of the AKS with attention given to content-
area reading.

MATHEMATICS	
Algebra I CC - Required (Standard Sequence) - 2 
Semesters - Gr. 9 Requires State End of Course Test. 
Prerequisite- 8th Grade Mathematics

This is the first in a sequence of mathematics courses de-
signed to allow students to complete precalculus in their 
high school program. It includes relationships between 
quantities, equations and inequalities, linear and expo-
nential relationships, describing data, transformations, 
and coordinate geometry. 

Accelerated Algebra I CC - Required  
(Accelerated Sequence A) - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9  
Requires State End of Course Test. Prerequisite - 
Meets achievement criteria in 8th Grade Mathematics

This is the first in a sequence of mathematics courses 
designed to prepare students to take Advanced Place-
ment (AP) Calculus AB or BC in their high school pro-
gram. The course incorporates 1½ years of the content 
in the standard math sequence. It includes relationships 
between quantities, equations and inequalities, linear 
and exponential relationships, describing data, transfor-
mations, coordinate geometry, similarity, congruence, 
proofs, right triangle trigonometry, and introduction to 
analytic geometry.

Accelerated Integrated Geometry - Required  
(Accelerated Sequence B) - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9  
Requires State End of Course Test.  
Prerequisite - Meets achievement criteria in Acceler-
ated Algebra I CC

This is the second in a sequence of mathematics courses 
designed to prepare students to take AP Calculus AB or 
BC in their high school program. The course incorporates 
1½ years of the content in the standard math sequence. It 
includes right triangle trigonometry; exponential, logar-
ithmic, and higher degree polynomial functions; matrices; 
linear programming; vertex-edge graphs; conic sections; 
planes and spheres; and population means, standard de-
viations, and normal distributions. With this course, stu-
dents complete full content of Geometry and Algebra II.

About This Section
Following is a list of descriptions for courses typically offered to Gwinnett 9th graders. Whether or not a particular course 
is offered at a given school depends on faculty expertise, student demand, master schedule, etc. Gifted and Honors sections 
are designated by local schools.

Most semester courses carry one-half (.5) unit of credit. A course running two semesters carries (1.0) unit of credit (1 
unit = 1 year-long course). Any prerequisite or required tests are listed with the course. If there are no prerequisites or 
required tests, this space is left blank in the course description.

Gifted and Honors sections are designated by local schools. Honors courses are designed for students who have mas-
tered prerequisite skills and knowledge that would allow for a faster pace of instruction and/or more in-depth coverage 
of the AKS for that course. Gifted education courses are taught by gifted education-certified instructors for students who 
have been identified for placement in the gifted education program through state-mandated eligibility requirements. 

English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) courses are taught by teachers with certification for instruction of 
students identified for ESOL services, based on state-mandated eligibility requirements. The content AKS are taught to 
specifically address the needs of ESOL-eligible students. See page 15 for more information about ESOL courses available. 
GCPS provides Special Education programs and services for students who meet eligibility criteria established by the 
Georgia Department of Education. See page 15 for more information about Special Education.

COURSE	DESCRIPTIONS

CC designates Common Core standards in Mathematics courses.



course descriptions | 13

Algebra I CC Strategies - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9

The purpose of this elective is to provide additional sup-
port to students who have difficulty meeting math AKS on 
grade level. This course is taken concurrently with Algebra 
I CC, giving extra time and using a variety of strategies to 
help students build a stronger foundation for success in 
their current and future mathematics courses.

SCIENCE	
Biology - Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9  
Requires State End of Course Test.

Concepts for this course include the interdependence of 
organisms; the relationship of matter, energy, and organi-
zation in living systems; the behavior of organisms; and 
biological evolution. Students will investigate biological 
concepts through experience in laboratories and field 
work using the processes of inquiry. (Honors Biology and 
Gifted Biology require an experimental science project.)

SOCIAL	STUDIES	
World Geography - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9

This two-semester course provides the content knowl-
edge and skills necessary to understand the roles, re-
sponsibilities, and relationships of people and places 
throughout the world, both past and present. The course 
will prepare students for the three-year required so-
cial studies sequence. Topics will include the themes of 
historical geography, political geography, and economic 
geography. Extensive opportunities to develop and refine 
writing competencies will prepare students for the High 
School Gateway. Students are instructed on efficient and 
effective methods and strategies to read, write, think, 
organize, take notes, and demonstrate what they have 
learned throughout the course. 

AP Human Geography - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9

The Advanced Placement program in Human Geography 
is a college-level course designed to introduce students to 
the systematic study of patterns and processes that have 
shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the 
Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and 
landscape analysis to interpret human social organiza-
tion and its environmental consequences. They also learn 
about the methods and tools geographers use in their 
science and practice. The objectives for this course follow 
the College Board syllabus, preparing students for the 
optional Advanced Placement exam to earn college credit.

Rising 9th graders have the option of taking Introduction 
to Lifetime Fitness and/or Health during the summer, 
through Online Campus or face-to-face summer school. 
Ask your school counselor for more information.

HEALTH	

Introduction to Health - Required - 1 Semester -  
Gr. 9–12

This course is a graduation requirement designed to offer 
a practical approach to health topics that concern adoles-
cents. The course covers knowledge and skills necessary 
for personal health and well-being and the prevention 
and treatment of injury. Additional information covered 
includes disease prevention, relationships, consumer 
health, the life cycle, and preventing abuse of tobacco, 
alcohol, and drugs.

This course includes the one-week Alcohol and Drug 
Awareness Program (ADAP) seminar. You will receive a 
certificate to show you completed the course. Keep the cer-
tificate, as you will need it when you apply for your driver’s 
license. This certificate is not required when you apply for 
your learner’s permit. See page 3 to learn more.

PHYSICAL	EDUCATION	
Introduction to Lifetime Fitness - Required - 
1 Semester - Gr. 9–12

This course is a graduation requirement and a prereq-
uisite to all elective physical education courses. The 
course provides students with the basic knowledge and 
understanding that physical fitness, exercise, and diet are 
essential in developing and maintaining a healthy life-
style. There	is	no	waiver	for	this	course	as	a	graduation	
requirement	for	a	Regular	Education	Diploma.	

For the 2012–13 school year, GCPS will have Junior 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) programs 
available at seven locations. By completing three units of  
JROTC, a student can receive credit for the unit of 
required Health/PE. Contact your counselor for details. 

Beginning Weight Training - Elective - 2 Semesters - 
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime 
Fitness

This series provides students an opportunity to experi-
ence beginning-level weight training and conditioning 
principles. This program is designed to teach students 
the academic knowledge and skills needed to improve 
muscular strength and endurance.
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Modern	Languages
French I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12
Through realistic use of the language, the student will 
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a vari-
ety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of 
French-speaking countries.

French II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - 
French I or Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of French I, the student will 
learn to interact in more complex situations, read more 
complicated materials, and write more extended mes-
sages. Cultural understanding increases through reading 
and discussion of authentic documents.

German I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12
Through realistic use of the language, the student will 
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a vari-
ety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of 
German-speaking countries.

German II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - 
German I or Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of German I, the student 
will learn to interact in more complex situations, read 
more complicated materials, and write more extended 
messages. Cultural understanding increases through 
reading and discussion of authentic documents.

Spanish I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12
Through realistic use of the language, the student will 
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a vari-
ety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of 
Spanish-speaking countries.

Spanish II - 2 Semester - Gr. 9–12  
Prerequisite - Spanish I or Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of Spanish I, students will 
learn to interact in more complex situations, read more 
complicated materials, and write more extended mes-
sages. Cultural understanding increases through reading 
and discussion of authentic documents.

Spanish for Native Speakers I - 2 Semesters -  
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation
This course provides native speakers an opportunity to 
maintain oral competency in the Spanish language and to 
acquire a more sophisticated level of competency in read-
ing and writing. Students also gain a deeper understand-
ing of their native culture and cultures of other Spanish-
speaking countries.

Spanish for Native Speakers II - 2 Semesters -  
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation
This course provides native speakers a continued oppor-
tunity to practice communication skills; to maintain, im-
prove and perfect oral competency in Spanish language; 
and to acquire a more sophisticated level of competency 
in reading authentic texts and writing. Students also gain 
a deeper understanding of and interest in their native 
culture and cultures of other Spanish-speaking countries.

Classical	Language
Latin I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12
The student will develop the ability to read and write 
Latin through the study of vocabulary and grammar, and 
be introduced to Ancient Roman culture. The influence 
of Latin upon English will be emphasized.

Latin II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Latin I 
or Teacher Recommendation.

Students continue to develop language skills and to 
acquire an understanding of Latin and Ancient Roman 
culture begun in Latin I.

MODERN/CLASSICAL	LANGUAGES	
NOTE: In all modern/classical language courses, students must pass the prerequisite course before taking the next 
course in the sequence. Students completing the first year of a modern/classical language in the 8th grade take the 
second year in 9th grade.

A note about electives in Fine Arts and Technical 
Education…

Students interested in Fine Arts and Technical 
Education courses should work with their advisor 
or counselor to plan their schedule to allow for these 
electives. A full list of electives is available in “The 
Choice Book” in the fall, or students may request 
more information from the school.
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ENGLISH	TO	SPEAKERS	OF	OTHER	LANGUAGES	(ESOL)
These courses are designed for students who qualify for the English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) pro-
gram. In accordance with state rule 160-4-5-.02, “ESOL classes address English listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
and American cultural concepts which students need to participate in regular classroom instruction.” The student’s 
language proficiency is developed through instruction in literature, applied grammar, and composition. Entering 9th 
grade students are placed in one or more of the following ESOL classes appropriate for their level of language profi-
ciency, based on the ACCESS Placement Test or other assessment. Annual testing determines progress or placement in 
either sheltered or regular language arts classes.

SPECIAL	EDUCATION
The Special Education Program in Gwinnett County Public Schools offers a broad continuum of services where stu-
dents are served in the least restrictive setting. The Individualized Education Program (IEP) team will consider the 
following courses when determining the least restrictive setting for each student.

Placement for students at ACCESS Level 1  
(Emerging) and ACCESS Level 2 (Beginning)

• ESOL 1 Language (elective) 
• ESOL 1 Literature (elective) 
•  Language Development in the Content (LDC) Areas 1 

(elective) 
• Communication Skills (elective)
These courses provide an intensive language learning 
experience for students. The LDC courses focus on the 
language skills needed to be successful in the content 
areas of Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.

Placement for Students at ACCESS Level 3  
(Developing)

•  ESOL Language Arts 2 (core Language Arts credit) 
•  Language Development in the Content (LDC) Areas 2  

(elective)

Students at ACCESS Level 4 (Expanding)

•  Freshman Language Arts (Sheltered) (core Language 
Arts credit)  

•  Language Development in the Content (LDC) Areas 3 
(elective)

Additional core content courses may be offered in a 
sheltered format. Ask your school counselor for more 
information.

AKS academic courses in a general education setting

Students may participate in the grade-level AKS curricu-
lum courses in a general education classroom taught by a 
general education teacher. Students participating in these 
courses will work toward completing the course require-
ments for a regular education diploma.

AKS academic courses in a collaborative or  
co-taught general education setting

Students may participate in the grade-level AKS curricu-
lum courses in a general education classroom co-taught 
by a general teacher and a special education teacher. 
Students participating in these courses will work toward 
completing the course requirements for a regular educa-
tion diploma.

AKS academic courses in a special education setting

Students may participate in the grade-level AKS curricu-
lum courses in a special education classroom taught by a 
special education teacher. Students participating in these 
courses will work toward completing the course require-
ments for a regular education diploma.

Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Stud-
ies, and elective courses designed for students who 
have significant cognitive disabilities

The curriculum is aligned with the AKS, but includes 
functional and development components. Successful com-
pletion of these courses will satisfy requirements toward a 
special education diploma or regular education diploma. 
For students participating in these courses, the Georgia 
Alternative Assessment (GAA) will serve as the graduation 
test required to earn a regular education diploma, replac-
ing local- and state-required graduation tests.  

Rising 9th graders have the option of taking Health, 
which is required for graduation, in the Sheltered 
format, and/or an elective ESOL Language 
Development course through ESOL summer classes 
(ESOL summer school is limited to one location). Ask 
your school counselor for more information.


