
The new school year brought new 
eCLASS resources to students, teachers, 
and schools. eCLASS is a multi-year 
instructional initiative that marries 
existing technology resources with 
new digital materials to help enhance 
student engagement and the teaching 
and learning process. “We are laying 
the foundation for a transformation of 
instruction, capitalizing on what tech-
nology can do to increase achievement,” 
says Tricia Kennedy, executive director for 
eCLASS Transformation. “While print 
textbooks will continue to be available 
to our students, access to these digital 
resources will help make learning more 
relevant and engaging for students, 
both in and outside of the classroom.” 

That access to digital resources is 
now even easier as a new Student Portal 
(MYeCLASS) went online systemwide. 
Using a secure log in at home or at 
school and any device with an Internet 
connection, GCPS students can access 
a selection of digital textbooks and 

resources for their grade 
level, Gwinnett’s online 

research library, a 
media catalog, 
databases 

of general 

reference materials, e-books, and much 
more. Additional enhancements will be 
made to student, employee, and parent 
portals in coming months. 

Teachers also have new tools to assist 
them in the form of their new electronic 
gradebook… one that will grow over 
time to include links to digital resources.

While all GCPS schools are reaping 
the benefits of eCLASS, teachers in the 
five pilot clusters (Archer, Berkmar, Duluth, 

North Gwinnett, and Shiloh clusters) have 
access to online collaboration tools. 
These pilot schools also may apply to 
participate in GCPS’ Bring Your Own 
Device (BYOD) pilot. Our first two 
BYOD pilot schools are Benefield Elemen-

tary and North Gwinnett High and they 

have begun providing access to digital 
resources on student-, teacher-, and 
school-owned devices. At North Gwin-
nett, the BYOD initiative will begin in 
the school’s Studio classes which inte-
grate the content of two or more subject 
areas (or courses). Technology plays 
an integral and essential role in every 
Studio project and BYOD is a perfect fit. 
Benefield students will use their own de-
vices, as well as wireless devices (tablets 
and e-readers) provided by the school, 
to access blogs that will address one of 
the school’s school improvement goals 
for literacy— Interactive Writing Using 
Technology. Watch for more eCLASS 
news at your school and in the online 
Communiqué magazine later this fall.

eCLASS delivers new tools and support for students, staff
An elementary school student deftly maneuvers through screens to access a favorite game on Mom’s 

tablet; a middle schooler, once again, is called on by his parents for a how-to session on the computer; 
a high schooler multi-tasks digitally on a laptop, cell phone, and MP3 player. Kids today are immersed 
in a digital world outside of school. Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) is expanding the classroom walls into that world with 
digital tools, ensuring that our students are learning the way they learn best and are preparing for the high-tech world of their future.
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Simpson named 2012 National Blue Ribbon School

“Schools honored with the 
National Blue Ribbon Schools 

award are committed 
to accelerating student 

achievement and preparing 
students for success in 

college and careers.”
U.S. Sec. of Education  

Arne Duncan

Sept. 7 was a red-letter day for a newly named National 

Blue Ribbon School! That’s the day Simpson Elementary got 

word that the school had earned the prestigious national 

title for high levels of student achievement in 2012, just 

one of 269 U.S. schools to be so honored. “This national 

award of excellence is a tremendous recognition and 

affirmation of the rigorous work, strong dedication, and 

unwavering support of staff, students, and parents at 

Simpson Elementary. We are so proud to represent 

Gwinnett County Public Schools and the state of Georgia,” 

says Principal Bron Gayna Schmit. 

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/b7f85101da969b1385257a400044ef7d?OpenDocument
http://bcove.me/vpnubibb
http://bcove.me/vpnubibb
http://myeclassgcps.com/
http://bcove.me/vpnubibb
http://myeclassgcps.com/
https://go.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/app/wps/portal
https://go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/parent/wps/portal
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/D4C78DE3F17DCF7F85257A980050113C/$file/BYOD_Information_Flyers_STUDENT.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/D4C78DE3F17DCF7F85257A980050113C/$file/BYOD_Information_Flyers_STUDENT.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/Communique?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks 
http://view.liveindexer.com/ViewMediaPlayer.aspx?mediaSKU=TqZYrUIgY0IplXhPZQG3Yg%3d%3d&playerWidth=484&playerHeight=292&autostart=true
http://view.liveindexer.com/ASXGenerator.aspx?mediaSKU=%2b%2fQpBInGvTwZPiTO3CeHtw%3d%3d
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/b7f85101da969b1385257a400044ef7d?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/966F1CB8B5B6E20885257A720053E7A8/$file/U-S-Secretary-of-Education-Duncan-names-Simpson-ES-a-Blue-Ribbon-School-9-7-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/966F1CB8B5B6E20885257A720053E7A8/$file/U-S-Secretary-of-Education-Duncan-names-Simpson-ES-a-Blue-Ribbon-School-9-7-2012.pdf
http://bcove.me/0gugy4km


1st semester

Calendar reminders
• Nov. 6: Election Day (Student Holiday) 
• Nov. 19–23: Thanksgiving Break 

(Student Holidays)
• Dec. 20-Jan. 2: Winter Break (Student 

Holidays, students return Jan. 3)

Access Parent Portal to take 
school perception survey

Parents are invited to participate in 
the school district’s annual Perception 
Survey. Beginning in October, parents 
may access the survey on comput-
ers available at their child’s school. 
In addition, access to the survey will 
be available— anytime, anywhere— 
through the go2.gwinnett parent por-
tal between Nov. 1 and Dec. 14. Results 
of the survey help school leaders, 
teachers, and the district learn what 
is being done well at each school and 
what areas need improvement.  

Enrollment continues to grow
With the school year in full swing, 

GCPS took its final back-to-school 
student count right after Labor Day. 
As in past years, the school system’s 
enrollment is very close to what was 
projected. At 164,694 students, the final 
enrollment count was 2,059 students 
more than forecast, a difference of only 
1.27%. Overall, student enrollment has 
grown 2,324 students (+1.43%) since 
October of 2011.

Support the Foundation
The mission of the GCPS 

Foundation Fund, Inc., is to 
sustain the world-class 
standards of Gwinnett 
County Public Schools by strengthening 
internal and external community rela-
tionships, providing resources and sup-
port to improve the educational future of 
all students. Learn more about how you 
can support our schools, teachers, and 
students at www.gcps-foundation.org.

Community-Based Mentor 
Program needs volunteers

While school counselors, teachers, 
and family members all play a role in 
keeping students in school and learn-
ing, the involvement of a mentor can 
make a meaningful difference. GCPS’ 

Community-Based Mentoring program pairs 
caring adults with middle 
school boys whose at-
tendance and behavior are 
having an adverse impact 
on their grades and class-
room performance. How 
can you become a mentor? 
Mentors attend an orienta-
tion and training session, 

complete a background check, 
and commit to working with their 
mentee through May. Mentors 
make weekly contact, participat-
ing in both individual and group 
activities. Learn more online or 
contact the Office of Academic 
Support at 678-301-7321.

GCPS’ millage rate  
remains same for FY13

For the eighth straight year, the 
Gwinnett County Board of Education 
(BOE) balanced the budget without 
raising taxes for Gwinnett property 
owners, maintaining the school millage 
rate at 20.55 mills despite a smaller tax 
base. Since 2008, the rocky economy 
has hit property values hard, and the 
tax digest has shrunk 24%, costing 
GCPS $133 million in local revenue. 
Even as the BOE voted to hold the line 
on taxes, members warned that GCPS 
cannot continue to do more with less 
and get the same high-quality results, 
urging lawmakers to fully fund the 
state’s formula for education finance. 
Since FY2003, GCPS has lost more than 
$630.5 million in state funding under 
long-term “temporary” austerity cuts. 
Review the adopted budget for 2012–13 
on the district’s website.

GOC selects owl as mascot
School mascots— from knights to 

longhorns— serve as a unifying symbol 
for a school community. That is espe-
cially true for a new school commu-
nity as it begins to develop an identity 
and promote school spirit. Recently, 
Gwinnett Online Campus (GOC) adopted its 
mascot—the Owl— a great fit for this 
virtual school community. GCPS’ on-

line charter school currently serves 
students in grades 6–12. Next year, 
the school will add grades 4 and 5.  

       Go, OWLs 

(Online, We Learn 

Successfully!),

Bulletin Board

FOUNDATION
Gwinnett County Public Schools 

Coming this fall: Watch for more information 
about GCPS in the fall issue of the 
Communiqué 
online magazine! 
Find stories on 
key initiatives, 
school profiles, 
and more.

Special Olympics

Gwinnett County Public Schools Fall 2012

Later this semester, watch for details on information sessions and registration dates for the school 

district’s charter schools and special programs as they prepare for the 2012–13 school year:

• Gwinnett Online Campus (GCPS’ diploma-granting, virtual charter school for grades 4–12) 

• Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology (GCPS’ STEM-focused charter high school)

• Maxwell High School of Technology (GCPS’ technical career-focused charter high school)

• Grayson High Technical Education Program (Career-focused special program housed at Grayson High)

• New Life Academy of Excellence (System-approved charter school with two locations, grades K–8)

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/DC6E261DE792280F85257A07006A95FE/$file/2012-2013-GCPS-Calendar-revised.pdf
https://go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/parent/wps/portal 
http://www.gcps-foundation.org/
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/mentoring
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/73807981b4430412852579e000487bc9?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/35AD1D16E4081EC88525790B00504D6D/$file/The-search-begins-for-Gwinnetts-2012-Teacher-of-the-Year-9-14-2011.pdf
http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc/
http://www.gsmst.org/gsmst_web/
http://www.maxwellhigh.com/index.html
http://www.graysontech.org/
http://www.newlifeacademyga.com/


With just weeks until the Nov. 6 election, it is important for all of us to be edu-
cated voters. One of the ballot items, Amendment 1 (HR 1162) has received much 
attention as it could have significant implications for the state’s public schools. 

Everyone with a stake in the success of Georgia’s public schools 
should become well-informed about the constitutional amend-
ment before the November election. Below are a few answers 
to questions you may have on this issue. Information about vot-
ing is available on the district’s website. 

CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks

Be an informed voter on Nov. 6

Gwinnett schools, district 
post strong SAT gains

Members of the Class of 2012 may 

have moved on to their postsecondary 

plans, but we’re still celebrating 

their successes and their readiness 

for college! College Board recently 

released SAT scores and Gwinnett 

test-takers posted a county average 

composite score of 1518. That’s 20 

points above the national average 

and 66 points above the state. More 

importantly, the GCPS average 

reflects a gain of 7 points overall, up 

2 points in critical reading, 1 point in 

mathematics, and 4 points in writing. 

Fourteen of 20 Gwinnett high schools 

reported increases in their SAT 

average compared to 2011, with gains 

of up to 40 points. Gwinnett School of 

Mathematics, Science, and Technology, 

GCPS’ STEM-focused charter school, 

posted a 1941 average, the state’s 

highest composite score. SAT gains 

are particularly significant as an 

increasing percentage of Gwinnett 

seniors are taking the popular college-

admissions test. Over the last two 

years, GCPS has experienced a 

23.4% increase in SAT participation. 

What is Amendment 1?

Commonly called the “charter school 
amendment,” Amendment 1 is the result 
of the Georgia General Assembly’s 
passage of House Resolution 1162. If 
approved by voters, Amendment 1 would 
give a state-appointed commission the 
power to authorize state-run charter 
schools. These state-run charter schools 
would be funded at a different level than 
locally approved charter schools.

How does the amendment read on 
the ballot?

The ballot includes both a preamble and 
the actual question. They read as follows:

Preamble: “Provides for improving 
student achievement and parental 
involvement through more public 
charter school options (HR 1162)”
Question: “Shall the Constitution 
of Georgia be amended to allow  
state or local approval of public 
charter schools upon the request  
of local communities?” Yes or No

What would a ‘Yes’ vote for 
Amendment 1 mean?

The amendment, if passed, would 
allow the Georgia Charter Schools 
Commission, declared unconstitutional 
by the Georgia Supreme Court in May 
of 2011, to be re-established. The seven-
member, appointed commission would 
be authorized to approve charter schools 
that have not  been approved by local 
boards of education. 

What would a ‘No’ vote for 
Amendment 1 mean?

If the amendment doesn’t pass, the 
current system remains in place. Locally 
elected school boards will retain the 
power to authorize charter schools, 
and the State Board of Education will 
continue to have the authority to hear 
appeals of charters that local boards 
have denied, and approve those the State 
Board believes should be established. 
Charters approved by the districts will 
continue to receive both state and local 
funds, and state charter schools will 
receive state funds only, according to  
the current law.

Where can additional information 
about Amendment 1 be found?

In addition to the GCPS website, the 
following websites are a good source  
of information from those who support 
as well as those who oppose the 
amendment: www.bettergaschools.org 
and www.votesmartgeorgia.com.

Stay  Connected
• Watch GCPS TV on your local cable 

station or stream shows online at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/

• Find Gwinnett County Public Schools 
on Facebook.

• Follow us on Twitter at 
GwinnettSchools.

• Check out the GCPS website at 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us, and 

 – Sign up for RSS feeds,
 – Subscribe to GCPS eNews, 

and
 – Check out the  

BeThere@GCPS e-newsletter 
on parent involvement.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/6e52cfe4252e707385257a7f004bef81?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/FF0E1E34EA8E7EEE85257A7F004BACD1/$file/Voter_Information_Final.pdf 
http://bcove.me/o8dy3o6s
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/__85256846007F7522.nsf/0/263C77B52D94EF3D85256ABD006D57A9?Open&Highlight=0,GCPSTV
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/__85256846007F7522.nsf/0/263C77B52D94EF3D85256ABD006D57A9?Open&Highlight=0,GCPSTV
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gwinnett-County-Public-Schools/337785413786
http://twitter.com/GwinnettSchools
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/rssfeedchannels
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1101690522031&p=oi
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GwinnettCountyPublicSchoolse-NewsletterArchives?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/BeThere@GCPSNewsletters?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks


Since May, we’ve earned recognition 
for a 2012 National Blue Ribbon School 
for student achievement (see the box on 
page 1); winners at the International Sci-
ence Fair, International Student Media 
Festival,  and Future Problem-Solving 
competition; national kudos in academic 
team and geography competitions; state 
and national certification for broadcast 

journalism, STEM, and counseling 
programs; the Georgia Counselor of 
the Year and other counseling awards; 
kudos for staff recruitment; state teacher 
honors in economics and art; the high 
school honoree in Georgia’s STEM 
Education Awards; academic awards 
for student-athletes and sportsmanship 
recognition; state championships in 
baseball and soccer; the Director’s Cup 
winner; national awards for commu-
nications; grant winners at the school, 
program, and district levels; recognition 
in national publications; and more. 

Check out the story about Gwinnett’s 
strong SAT gains on page 3. Other Spring 
2012 assessment highlights include: 
• Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests: 

Mean scores were above the state aver-
ages in all content areas at all grade lev-
els (grades 3–8). A higher percentage 
of GCPS test-takers met or exceeded 
standards compared to peers statewide.

• Gateway: The vast majority of Gwinnett 
4th, 5th, 7th, and 8th graders required 
to meet local Gateway requirements  
passed on the first try, earning promo-
tion to the next grade.

• Georgia High School Graduation Tests: GCPS 
juniors topped state passing rates, 
with a higher percentage testing at the 
Advanced Proficiency/Honors levels. 

• End of Course Tests (EOCT): Gwinnett 
students showed proficiency in all 
state-designated courses, with higher 
passing rates than the state average.

• SAT: GCPS’ college-bound students 
posted higher average SAT scores than 
peers in Georgia and the nation.

• Advanced Placement: More Gwinnett 
students challenged themselves with 
college-level work, with a high per-
centage (59.1%) earning a 3 or better 
on AP exams to earn college credit or 
advanced college placement.

The 2012 Gwinnett County 
Board of Education:

Louise Radloff, Chairman
Carole Boyce, Vice Chairman
Dr. Robert McClure 
Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Daniel D. Seckinger

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools 
not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any 
employment practice, educational program, or any 
other program, activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet 
the needs of all of its students and families. If any 
member of your family needs assistance or has any 
questions regarding mobility impaired issues or 
handicapped access, please contact the principal of 
your local school.

Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW
Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
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Achievement and Assessment Highlights
 GCPS’ schools, staff, and students are high achievers. This summer and fall, more kudos came our way. Here are a few highlights… 

Watch the GCPS website for the 
announcement of the 2013 Gwinnett 

Teacher of the Year on Nov. 1. 
Congratulations to this honored 

educator, finalists, semifinalists, and 
all of our 131 TOTYs recognized by 

their local school communities!

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/966F1CB8B5B6E20885257A720053E7A8/$file/U-S-Secretary-of-Education-Duncan-names-Simpson-ES-a-Blue-Ribbon-School-9-7-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/890F481185DE9AFD85257A8B0051084E/$file/BOE-salutes-Trickum-MS-Academic-Team-10-2-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/0909FB73EF1CF71E85257A37004CD63E/$file/Duluth-HS-student-places-1st-in-National-Geography-Challenge-7-10-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/5FE2A7C6C2B1D13585257A1E0057E0DE/$file/Schools-earn-broadcast-journalism-industry-certification-6-15-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/5FE2A7C6C2B1D13585257A1E0057E0DE/$file/Schools-earn-broadcast-journalism-industry-certification-6-15-2012.pdf
http://bcove.me/0uudsp0h
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/E6C7AAECF0D29C5A85257A3D0059D16D/$file/Mason-ES-Peachtree-Ridge-HS-&-Online-Campus-Three-Gwinnett-educators-honored-by-counseling-colleagues-7-16-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/E6C7AAECF0D29C5A85257A3D0059D16D/$file/Mason-ES-Peachtree-Ridge-HS-&-Online-Campus-Three-Gwinnett-educators-honored-by-counseling-colleagues-7-16-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/187E08E59B5330D785257A390053F65E/$file/Peachtree-Ridge-High-Dr-Elfi-Funk-selected-as-Ga-Economics-Teacher-of-the-7-12-2012.pdf
http://bcove.me/w94k9ijz
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/CRCT?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/9EFAE378EE3688A785257A1B0071CBF0/$file/Gateway-Review-6-12-12.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GHSGT?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/EOCT?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/c94a2bfbddb751e48525761f00427569?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/AdvancedPlacement(AP)Testing?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/SixfinalistsannouncedforGwinnett's2013TeacheroftheYear
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/MeettheSemifinalistsfor2013GwinnettCountyTeacheroftheYear
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/F01C2DFD80F2CC8085257A76006BC347/$file/Gwinnett-communities-celebrate-their-Teachers-of-the-Year-9-11-2012.pdf

