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GCPS SCENE
 Each spring Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) develops and adopts its 
budget for the next fiscal year. As district leaders engage in the budget-setting process, 
they must consider a number of options in order to balance the budget. In looking at the 
FY2013 budget, leaders began their work with an $89 million shortfall, due to outside 
forces such as lost local revenue, loss of stimulus funds, and increased costs associated with 
insurance and retirement, as well as continued growth. CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin 
Wilbanks has said, “Not a single option we are considering to balance next year’s budget 
is a ‘good’ one. That said, in these difficult budget times we are committed to presenting 
a balanced budget, doing everything possible to protect instructional time, valuing our 
employees, and implementing cost-saving measures wherever feasible.” The Gwinnett County 
Board of Education will hold the first of two public work sessions on the budget on April 14. 
Online, learn more about the district’s budget challenges and plans to address them. 

 GCPS 8th graders have excelled on the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment, 
ranking Gwinnett middle schools among the top in the state. Eight Gwinnett middle 
schools ranked in the state’s top 20 in terms of scale scores on this year’s test, with North 
Gwinnett Middle taking the top spot in the state. More than 12,500 Gwinnett students 
took the test in January, posting a countywide passing rate of 93%, with 17% of students 
exceeding state standards (well above the state average of 7%). Locally, this represents an 
increase of 3 percentage points over the previous year’s results in this highest performance 
level. Visit the system website for a list of top performing schools. 

 Registration for new kindergartners is May 3 at local schools. Families of 
rising kindergartners can learn more on the system’s website about what to bring for 
kindergarten registration on May 3 and what to expect next year. Families should contact 
their local school for hours and other details of local registration activities. 

 The GEMS Oversight Committee — made up of educators, parents, and community 
members— convened to review and align the school system’s Academic Knowledge 
and Skills (AKS) to the state-adopted Common Core Georgia Performance Standards 
(CCGPS) in the areas of mathematics (K–9), language arts (K–12), and literacy standards 
in science, social studies, and technical education for middle and high school students. 
The updated AKS have been adopted by the Gwinnett County Board of Education. The 
adopted AKS will guide instruction beginning in the 2012–13 school year.
 
April 17 District III, Area Board Meeting, Duluth High
April 19 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC) 
April 30 Meadowcreek High 25th Anniversary
May 3 Kindergarten Registration at local schools
May 17  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC
May 21 –23  Early release for high school exams 
May 23 Last day of school
Online, find a complete schedule of high school graduations, set for May 21–26. 
High school summer school registration runs through June 4. Check the website to learn more. 
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http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/AAF07ECB2A2015F8852579C200784DCD/$file/2013_budget-Shortfalls&Solutions.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/588F287622738A24852579C800665B97/$file/2012-8th-Grade-Writing-Results-3-21-2012.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/Kindergarten2012?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/5aafd176a9c0784f85257600005ccab9?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/2012GraduationSchedule
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/SummerSchool2012beginsinJune
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

• Board Chairman Lousie Radloff has been named 2012 National Mother of 
Achievement and will attend the American Mothers Convention in Washington, D.C. 

• South Gwinnett High students earned national recognition from the American 
Scholastic Press Association and the National Council for Teachers of English for the 
school’s literary magazine, Myraid 2011-Platinum Edition. 

• Brookwood High, North Gwinnett High, and Peachtree Ridge High earned 
industry certification for their Marketing Education programs from the American 
Marketing Association.

• Four Gold Key winners and one Silver Key winner— representing Brookwood, 
Grayson, Mill Creek, and Peachtree Ridge high schools— placed among the top 
performers in the 2012 National Scholastic Art and Writing Award competition.

• Sweetwater Middle’s team won 1st place and Arcado Elementary’s team took 4th place in 
their respective divisions in the National WordMasters Challenge, an online competition.

• Teams from Brookwood High and Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and 
Technology won 1st and 2nd place, respectively, at the 2012 Georgia Science Olympiad 
State Tournament. 

• Artwork from students attending Brookwood, Norcross, and North Gwinnett high 
schools was displayed in Big Screen Plaza in New York City. 

• A Lanier High junior was the grand prize winner for her artwork submitted to “The 
Dream” Art Contest: Visions of the Civil Rights Movement and America Today.”

• At the Georgia Science and Engineering Fair, 20 GCPS entries represented by 31 
Gwinnett students, were awarded either 1st or 2nd place. Projects from students at  
Collins Hill High and Parkview High ranked among the top 10 in the state. 

• Brookwood High’s Academic Team finished 2nd in the state at the Georgia Academic 
Team Association competition and will advance to national competition.

• Five of the 24 State PTA Reflections division winners moving to national competition 
are from GCPS. Of the 351 state winners, 73 were from Gwinnett.

• A North Gwinnett High senior was named Gwinnett County’s 2012 Technical 
Education Student of the Year. 

• Nadaria Wade of Sweetwater Middle is the recipient of the 2012 Georgia Commission 
on the Holocaust Distinguished Educator Award. 

• Holly Frilot of Collins Hill High has been selected as GCPS’ 2012 Media Specialist of 
the Year, advancing to the next level of competition. 

• Several transportation professionals recently were honored for 2012. Jennifer Arroyo 
from the Collins Hill Cluster is Regular Education Bus Manager of the Year, Holly 
McDaniel from the Grayson Cluster is Special Education Bus Manager of the Year, and 
Dori Puckett was named Special Education Bus Manager of the Year. 

• The Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation is partnering with “Let’s Move Salad Bars to 
Schools” to donate salad bars to Knight Elementary, Couch Middle, Berkmar High, 
and the Buice School. 

• Two Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology students have been 
chosen to represent Walton EMC at the summer Washington Youth Tour.  

• Gwinnett County Retired Educators Association awarded Pam Nunn of Craig 
Elementary and Donna Springer of Mill Creek High each with a $1,500 scholarship 
for pursuing higher education. 

• Gwinnett Touchdown Club’s Sports Medicine South Scholarship awarded $600 to a senior 
at each of GCPS’ 18 traditional high schools for displaying exceptional character traits. 
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• Saturday, May 5

• 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• 33 South Clayton St., 
Lawrenceville 

• Refreshments provided


