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Welcome to the 2012–13 school year! Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS)
expects to welcome approximately 265 new students for the new school year, bringing the
system’s total student enrollment to nearly 162,635 students. For the first time in more
than a decade, GCPS will not open any new facilities. The new school year brings major
renovations to North Gwinnett High and Rockbridge Elementary. In other changes
for 2012–13, GCPS launches e CLASS and adds a new student portal. Also, Gwinnett
County Online Campus begins serving middle school students.
2012–13 GCPS School Facts
• Facilities: GCPS has 19 high schools, 26 middle schools, 77 elementary schools, and
10 special schools, including four charter schools, for a total of 132 schools.
• Transportation Facts: A fleet of 1,834 school buses transport more than 122,000
students twice a day, the second largest transporter of students in the country.
• School Nutrition: This year, 127 school cafeterias will offer breakfast daily and 128
school cafeterias will serve lunch daily. Last year, GCPS served 21,607,762 student
lunches and 10,671,375 student breakfasts.
The new year brings the launch of many new e CLASS resources for students,
teachers, and schools. e  CLASS is a multi-year instructional initiative that marries existing
technology resources with new digital materials to help enhance student engagement and
the teaching and learning process. While all GCPS schools will begin reaping the benefits
of e CLASS this fall, teachers in 33 schools in the pilot clusters (Archer, Berkmar, Duluth,
North Gwinnett, and Shiloh) will have access to a new online collaboration tool and the
33 schools will have the option to participate in the district’s Bring Your Own Device pilot.
On the first day of school, a new Student Portal (MYe CLASS) went online systemwide for
students at all grade levels, providing access to digital resources, including several online
textbooks. Additional enhancements will be made to student, employee, and parent portals in
coming months. As the e CLASS initiative rolls out, the main areas of focus will be teaching
and learning; human capital management; student information; statistics and information;
and enhanced portal access for employees, parents, and students. Watch for more about this
initiative throughout the school year.

GCPS students
make top marks
on CRCT

Gwinnett county’s average mean scores on the State’s Criterion-Referenced
Competency Tests (CRCT) were above the state averages in all content areas at all
grade levels. More GCPS test-takers met or exceeded the state standard than their peers
statewide at all grade levels. In addition, GCPS surpassed the state average in terms of the
percentage of students performing at the highest level—Level 3— to exceed state standards
in nearly all subtests.

New student
conduct code for
student-athletes

For 2012–13 GCPS is introducing a countywide conduct code for student-athletes.
Previously, each school determined student discipline for members of athletic teams. The
uniform discipline policy includes consequences for a number of violations, including being
arrested, hazing, and using tobacco or alcohol. The punishment for each action varies— from
suspension from the sport to being dropped from the team. Student consequences depend
upon the severity of the action, the age of the student, and the infraction committed.
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Leadership
appointments

Connie Hawkins
Jane Stegall

Principal, Rock Springs Elementary
Interim Principal, South Gwinnett High

Key GCPS dates

August 16
September 3
September 20

School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC)
All GCPS schools and offices closed for Labor Day
School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC
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Simpson Elementary and Norcross High students won top awards at the
International Future Problem Solving competition.
The American School Counselor Association (ASCA) identified Trip Elementary
and Hull Middle as Recognized ASCA Model Programs (RAMP).
Summerour Middle Principal Dorothy Jarrett has been named 2012 Counseling
Advocate of the Year by the American School Counselor Association.
Meadowcreek High and Phoenix High Video and Broadcast Journalism Programs
earned industry certification from the New Media Education Foundation of
Georgia.
A Mill Creek High student was selected to attend the 69th annual session of the
Junior Statesmen Summer School at Georgetown University.
Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology was named a finalist
in the first annual S.T.E.M. Education Awards by the Technology Association of
Georgia.
GCPS’ Social Studies Department and its work with the Teaching American
History Grant was honored by the Georgia Council on Economic Education as a
Program of Excellence.
Dr. Elfi Funk of Peachtree Ridge High was named Georgia Economics Teacher of
the Year by the Georgia Council on Economic Education.
The GCPS Human Resources Department was recognized with a Platinum Award
by the Georgia Association of School Personnel Administrators for outstanding
achievement.
Mason Elementary’s Robin Zorn was honored as Georgia’s Elementary Counselor
of the Year. Tinisha Parker of Online Campus has been named the state’s
Secondary Counselor of the Year, and Dr. Paul Johnson, Peachtree Ridge High
assistant principal, was named Advocate of the Year.
Parkview High’s stock market team placed 1st in the spring 2012 Georgia Stock
Market Game sponsored by the Georgia Council on Economic Education.
The Trickum Middle Academic Team placed 1st in state at the GATA Middle
School Tournament and 2nd in state at the PAGE Academic Bowl.
The GCPS Foundation Fund, Inc., received a $50,000 grant from Cisco in support
of graduation success programs, specifically for Shiloh High and South Gwinnett
High.
Gwinnett’s Adapted Sports program received a $5,600 grant from the Christopher
and Dana Reeve Foundation.
Brookwood High’s athletic program was recognized with the 2012 Directors
Cup by the Georgia High School Association (GHSA), and Berkmar High and
Duluth High were named winners of the 2012 Georgia EMC Cooperative Spirit
Sportsmanship Award by GHSA.

Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class

Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter.

As frequent readers of Gwinnett Magazine, you may have already read Mr. Wilbanks message
about the constitutional amendment on the November ballot. If you missed it, here is a copy
from the July/August 2012 issue of Gwinnett Magazine.

