
State Financial Aid

Graduates of Georgia high schools may be eligible for state aid through the HOPE Program, which 
offers both scholarships and grants. 

HOPE Program 

The Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally (HOPE) Program is funded by the Georgia 
Lottery and provides postsecondary financing for qualifying students through both the HOPE 
Scholarship and the HOPE Grant programs. To be eligible for HOPE funding (scholarship or 
grant), students must submit a completed Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or a 
HOPE Scholarship and Grant Application. (Note: The HOPE application is accepted only for 
HOPE funding and only in Georgia. If you expect to need federal financial aid, will apply for a 
loan of any kind, or are applying to schools outside of Georgia, you should submit the FAFSA 
instead.) Both applications are available online and can be accessed through 
http://www.GAcollege411.org. Students’ transcripts must include their social security number to 
be eligible for HOPE funding. Application confirms eligibility for HOPE and is required to 
receive funding. Following, you’ll find more about the HOPE Scholarship and the HOPE Grant: 

• HOPE Scholarship: The HOPE Scholarship is a four-year program for qualifying Georgia 
residents (HOPE grade point average of 3.0 or higher in required and elective core classes). The 
scholarship pays tuition and mandatory fees at in-state public colleges and universities, and 
provides participating students with a book allowance. Students must meet certain criteria to 
qualify for the scholarship and to maintain eligibility. Eligible students enrolled in a Georgia 
private college or university may qualify for a $3,000 HOPE Scholarship, plus a $900 Georgia 
Tuition Equalization Grant. 

• HOPE Grant: The HOPE Grant is a program for all Georgia high school graduates pursuing a 
diploma or certificate program through an approved public technical college. The grant pays 
for tuition and mandatory fees, and provides participating students with a book allowance. No 
grade point average is required, but students must meet entrance requirements of the postsec-
ondary institution to which they apply. 

 

http://www.gacollege411.org/

