
Communiqué 
is Changing!

Putting accurate, 
timely, and relevant 
information in the 
hands of Gwin-
nett County Public 
Schools (GCPS) 
students, parents, 
staff, and commu-
nity members helps 
keep everyone well 
informed about GCPS’ 
instructional and operational successes 
as well as the challenges faced by the 
district. That’s where the new Commu-
niqué Essentials comes in. Essentials will 
include must-have information about 
district initiatives, curriculum and 
instruction news, assessment results, 
key calendar dates, and the like— the 
essential information you need to be 
well-informed.

We also recognize that many families 
are “going digital” to find news and in-
formation. So, Communiqué is headed 
to the web. Shared as an interactive 
PDF, the new Communiqué format 
will offer more features from GCPS 
classrooms, reader-friendly info “bites,” 

short video and audio clips, 
colorful photo essays, 
and links to related 
resources (including 

smartphone applica-
tions that support 
learning).

Look for the link for 
Communiqué online on 

the GCPS website:  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

Important news, dates, and messages from GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Fall 2011

GCPS: A ‘Good Neighbor’ for Gwinnett
Gwinnett County Public Schools Fall 2011

Good schools build good 
communities, and good 
communities sustain 
good schools.

GCPS students and 
staff benefit from a wide 
variety of business and 
community-based part-
nerships. In turn, our 

employees and students 
contribute to the county’s quality of life 
through their involvement in the commu-
nity. The district kicks off its United Way 
pledge drive each October, and schools 
and offices just completed participation in 
the county’s Great Days of Service event. 
During the year, schools and offices raise 
funds for Relay For Life, and conduct 
fundraisers for scores of non-profits and 
community agencies. 

The school district’s “green” efforts also 

support the wider community. To date, 
111 schools have earned ENERGY STAR 
certification from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for superior energy 
performance.

And GCPS recently 
was named 2011 Clean 
Air School District of 
the Year by the Clean 
Air Campaign. Last 
school year, nearly half 
of Gwinnett schools 
implemented one or more programs to 
improve air quality on school grounds. 
High participation from students and 
teachers, coupled with the school system’s 
partnership with Gwinnett Clean and 
Beautiful, helped reduce idling by nearly 
50%, the highest average of any Georgia 
district. Also benefitting the community 
and our students, GCPS partners with 
Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage 
Center for “green” learning and with local 
farmers for the district’s farm-to-school 
nutrition initiative. 

A districtwide commitment to 
environmental stewardship means 
a smaller carbon footprint, cleaner 
air for our citizens, fewer resources 
used, and money saved for Gwinnett 
taxpayers. 



GCPS understands that digital tools 
and resources are a part of students’ 
media-rich lives and the district is look-
ing at how that technology can be appro-
priately incorporated into the school day 
to make learning real and relevant for 
students who have never known a world 
without sophisticated technology. 

Last year, GCPS defined its Strategic 
Priority for information management and 
the critical role that technology will play in 
the district over the next decade. This year, 
the school district is launching eCLASS, 
a digital Content, Learning, Assessment, 
and Support System initiative that will 
help it achieve the future outlined in its 
Strategic Priority… a future that includes 
a robust online environment to meet the 
evolving needs of students and staff.

In August of 2012, GCPS will begin pi-
loting parts of eCLASS in five clusters— 
Archer, Berkmar, Duluth, North Gwinnett, and 

Shiloh. Already, some of the groundwork 
is being laid as we pilot online textbooks, 
scout out digital content, and work to 
ensure that the technology infrastruc-
ture is in place to support teachers and 
learners. 

And while the initial focus will be on 
teaching and learning, once eCLASS is 
fully implemented it will touch virtually 
all aspects of the school district. To stay 
up to date on how GCPS is preparing 
today’s students for tomorrow’s digi-
tally dynamic workplace, visit your 
local school or watch the school 
district’s website for eCLASS 
updates.

Technology defines young people’s lives. Is it any wonder then that 
technology has made its way into how they study and learn? 

Preparing for college, career, and life… 
that’s a GCPS education. We know 
that the students in our classrooms 
will have jobs tomorrow that don’t 
even exist today. To compete in that 
world, our students need 21st century 
skills. They need to be critical thinkers, 
creative problem-solvers, and effective 
communicators, with leadership and 
teamwork skills, character, and expertise. 
They must be curious, analytical, 
imaginative, and adaptable learners… 
now and for a lifetime. But, what does 
that mean? How do we promote the 
development of those skills? In the fall 
issue of Communiqué online magazine, 
our focus is on 21st century learners and 
those key skills, and how our schools 
are adapting to meet the challenges of 
educating tomorrow’s workforce.

… Need 21st Century Skills
Many parents remember their own 

school days as “skill and drill,” late 
nights memorizing facts, maybe writing 
spelling words over and over. While 
some fact-based knowledge is best 
learned through memory recall and 
interpretation, we know that 21st cen-
tury learners need higher-level thinking 
skills to be competitive in our high-
tech, information-based global society.

Students grow and develop as learners 
when they exercise higher-order skills:
• Applying: Applying knowledge in 

new ways or in different situations;
• Analyzing: Breaking into parts in 

order to compare, contrast, classify; 
• Evaluating: Making judgments or 

critiques against standards; and
• Creating: Combining or synthesizing 

elements into a new pattern.
Thinking and learning is a process, 

not an end. GCPS teachers provide 

experiences, allowing students to make 
real-life connections that give meaning 
and purpose to their learning. Curiosity 
and innovation spark multiple solutions 
and different ways to get to the correct 
answer. Students have opportunities for 
reflection and open-ended response. 
They learn how to solve problems, but 
also how to collaborate with a team and 
effectively communicate their solutions.

Wherever our 
students learn 
and work in the 
future— in the 
classroom, in the 
executive suite, 
in the lab, in 
the field, in 
cyberspace— 
those are 21st 
century skills 
they can carry 
with them.

Communiqué Focus: 21st Century Learners…

See 21st century 
learning in action with  
Communiqué online. 
Look for the link on the 

GCPS website:  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

So, how are students using technology 
to learn? Conducting research on the 
web… reading on a tablet… accessing 
notes from a website… watching a trig 
lesson on YouTube… using a flashcard 
app to study. Perhaps the better question 
is… How aren’t 
they using 
technology  
to learn?



Bulletin Board…
Awards and Honors

GCPS and the district’s staff and stu-
dents earned kudos during the summer, 
including 16 schools among the coun-
try’s top high schools; national coun-
seling certification for several schools; 
national awards for student teams in 
music production, business, visual 
arts, and culinary competition; distin-
guished JROTC units; state counseling 
and PTA awards; three Telly Awards, 
two Emmys, and other national awards 
for print communications; grants and 
partnerships for GCPS’ leadership 
development (see story); awards for 
environmental gains; a national garden-
ing award for students; and grants from 
businesses, foundations, and govern-
ment to support teaching and learning. 

AYP and Test Results
In a year when state standards rose, 

80% of Gwinnett County’s public 
schools met the state’s accountability 
goals for Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) and only four schools are  
categorized as needing improvement. 
2010–11 assessment highlights include:
• Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests: 

Mean scores were above the state aver-
ages in all content areas at all grade 
levels (grades 3–8). A higher percentage 
of GCPS test-takers met or exceeded 
the standard than peers statewide.

• Gateway: The vast majority of 
Gwinnett 4th, 5th, 7th, and 8th 
graders required to meet local 
Gateway promotion requirements  
passed on the first try and earned 
promotion to the next grade level.

• Georgia High School Graduation Tests: 
GCPS juniors topped state passing 
rates, with a higher percentage testing at 
the Advanced Proficiency/Honors levels. 

• SAT/ACT: College-bound students 
from Gwinnett posted higher average 
scores than students in Georgia and 
the nation. 

Latest on Charter Schools
New for 2011–12, GCPS added two 

charter schools— Gwinnett Online Campus, 

a charter high school that will serve 
students online; and Ivy Preparatory Acad-

emy, a Board-approved start-up charter 
school with a one-year GCPS contract. 
GOC and Ivy Prep join two GCPS-
chartered schools— Maxwell High School 

of Technology and Gwinnett School of Math-

ematics, Science, and Technology— and 
start-up New Life Academy of Excellence.

Program Registration News
• Gwinnett Online Campus (GOC)— 

A Unique School for Your Unique Situation: 

 Watch for GOC information sessions 
this fall and winter and registration 
dates in February for the 2012–13 
school year. GOC opened as a full-
time, diploma-granting high school 
this year, and will add grades 6–8 in 
August. Grades 4 and 5 will come 
online the following school year.

• Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, 

and Technology (GSMST): Current GCPS 
8th graders can explore the GSMST op-
tion for high school during information  
sessions in November and December. 
Registration will run through January, 
with a lottery to fill slots in mid-Feb-
ruary. GSMST graduated its first class 
in May 2011.

• Grayson High Technical Education Program 

and Maxwell High School of Technol-

ogy: Open houses for these half-day 
programs kick off in January, with 
registration during the spring. In-
terested students also can check out 
these cutting-edge technical educa-
tion programs on the school websites. 

GCPS Partners in Ed Reform 
The George W. Bush Institute, 

through the Alliance to Reform Education 

Leadership, added GCPS’ Quality-Plus 
Leader Academy to a network of inno-
vators around the U.S. that are changing 
the way school principals are chosen, 
trained, evaluated, and empowered. 
And GCPS was awarded a grant, up to 
$12.5 million over five years, by the Wal-

lace Foundation to help develop a corps 
of effective school principals and to 
determine how this initiative improves 
student achievement across the district, 
especially in the highest needs schools.

BOE Meeting Format Changes  
The Board of Education recently made 

changes to its meeting format to allow 
for better transitions and flow. The pub-
lic forum now runs 6:15 to 6:45 p.m., 
with the regular business meeting at 7. 
Citizens wishing to address the Board on 
the agenda complete a public participa-
tion request form, available online.

Millage Rate Unchanged
Gwinnett taxpayers got a break this 

summer, when the School Board held 
the line on the school millage rate 
(20.55 mills) for the seventh straight 
year, balancing the budget without rais-
ing taxes for Gwinnett property owners. 

Mentors Needed
The involvement of a community 

mentor can make a meaningful 
difference for a middle school boy. 
Studies show that successful mentoring 
programs help at-risk students 
develop social skills, 
improve their school 
achievement and 
graduation rates, and 
help them develop 
self-esteem. Find  
out how you can 
help by calling  
678-301-7321.
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Back to School… By the Numbers

120,000+ bus riders

 130,800 miles 
 driven per day

 A school bus is 13 times   
 safer that any other form of   
 transportation.** 
  ** According to the   
  Transportation Research Board

…6,174,726 
servings of broccoli

9,917,172 
breakfasts and

22,231,157 lunches 
served last year, with some 
of our favorite foods…

…1,432,440 slices of 
whole grain pizza 

…1,635,136 
servings of lowfat 
strawberry yogurt

22 new principals

116 new classrooms (Moore Middle 
and additions at Norcross and Sugar Hill 
elementaries, and South Gwinnett High)

367 new teachers as of 9/16/11

New for 2011–12: Moore Middle, 
Gwinnett Online Campus, Ivy Prep 
Academy

133 schools:  77 elementary schools, 

26 middle schools, 

19 high schools, 

5 charters, 

6 others

Stay  Connected
… to Your Student’s Progress

The Parent Portal lets you access 
your student’s key school informa-

tion safely and securely, anytime 
from anyplace... all you need 
is a computer with Internet 

access and a user ID and pass-
word. Learn more at the school.  

go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

…to GCPS
• Watch GCPS TV on your local cable 

station or stream shows online at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/

• Find Gwinnett County Public 
Schools on Facebook.

• Follow us on Twitter at 
GwinnettSchools.

• Check out the GCPS website at 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us and 

 – sign up for RSS feeds,
– subscribe to GCPS eNews, and
– check out the new BeThere@GCPS 
e-newsletter on parent involvement.

162,589* students, 
just 130 over projection 
*As of 9/6/11
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November 8, 2011, will be decision time for Gwinnett voters 
who will be asked to extend the penny sales tax that is building 
classrooms and providing technology for Gwinnett schools. 

To date, SPLOST funds have been used to construct 46 new 
schools, helping Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) to keep 
pace with enrollment growth. In addition, previous SPLOST 
funds have been used for classroom additions at dozens of 
existing schools and to fund technology improvements that 
have been crucial to ensuring a quality and effective education 
for Gwinnett students. For 15 years, GCPS has delivered on its 
SPLOST promises. 

The current SPLOST expires on June 30, 2012. Read on to learn 
more about the proposed extension (SPLOST IV), the projects it 
would fund, and the impact it would have on students.

What is a SPLOST for education?
The Special Purpose Local Option 

Sales Tax for education, also known 
as SPLOST or eSPLOST, is a one-cent 
sales tax on all retail sales in Gwinnett 
County. With this sales tax, everyone 
who makes a purchase in Gwinnett 
County contributes to the support of 
local schools.

By law, an education SPLOST can be 
used only for certain capital projects 
that support local schools. SPLOST 
funds can pay for school construction, 
technology, and new school buses, 
but cannot be used for the day-to-
day operational expenses of a school 
system, including salaries and to offset 
budget cuts.

Will passage of this SPLOST increase 
the amount of sales tax in Gwinnett?

The education SPLOST is not a new 
or additional tax. Voters first approved 
a SPLOST to support school system 
capital needs in 1997. It was renewed 
by voters in 2001 and again in 2006 
by wide margins. Since it began, the 
SPLOST has helped provide thousands 
of new classrooms and technology that 
are essential to world-class teaching and 
learning.  

Will all schools benefit from the 
passage of SPLOST?

Yes. Facility improvements, technol-
ogy enhancements, and system infra-
structure upgrades are planned for all 
clusters and for all schools.

Q&A on SPLOST IV

Information about the Gwinnett County Public Schools  
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax

SPLOST IV by the Numbers

5 new schools

8 additions at existing schools

1 renovation of an existing school

433 new classrooms

138 schools— all new and existing— 
would receive technology resources

50 percent of SPLOST dollars would go toward technology

$876 million is the anticipated revenue from SPLOST IV

$858.9 million would be GCPS’ share of the SPLOST revenue 
(Buford City Schools would receive $17.1 million)

5 years is the length of the SPLOST program. If approved, the penny sales 
tax would continue collections— beginning on July 1, 2012, and running 
through June 30, 2017.

Moore MS, Gwinnett’s newest 
school, opened in August 2011.



Q&A, continued...
How long would the SPLOST be in effect?

Gwinnett County voters are being 
asked to extend the one-cent sales tax 
for another five-year period. This would 
not increase the current sales tax, but 
would allow the school system to con-
tinue collecting that penny to support 
school capital needs through June 2017.

How will the SPLOST funds be used?
The Gwinnett School Board has pro-

posed the following capital projects:
•	 Construct	five	new	schools (a relief 

high school for the Berkmar/Central 
Gwinnett clusters, a middle school 
in the Central Gwinnett Cluster, 
a middle school in the Peachtree 
Ridge Cluster, an elementary school 
in the new Berkmar/Central Gwin-
nett relief cluster, and an elementary 
school in the Meadowcreek Cluster).

•	 Add	classrooms	to	eight	exist-
ing	schools	(North Gwinnett HS, 
Peachtree Ridge HS, Meadowcreek 
HS, Twin Rivers MS, North Gwin-
nett MS, Alcova ES, Rockbridge ES, 
and Camp Creek ES).

•	 Renovate	one	existing	facility, 
Monarch School, to house a second 
middle school in the Duluth Cluster.

•	 Air-condition	all	middle	and	high	
school	gyms,	as	well	as	all	elemen-
tary	activity	buildings.

•	 Air-condition	all	school	kitchens	
that	currently	do	not	have	it.

•	 Provide	significant	technology	
improvements	in	every	cluster to 
support teaching and learning.

•	 Catch	up	on	preventive	mainte-
nance	of	existing	facilities.

•	 Purchase	or	refurbish	school	buses.

What is included in the “preventive 
maintenance” of existing schools?

As a result of almost a decade of 
severe budget cuts, the district has 
had to postpone much of the preven-
tive maintenance that is needed at all 
schools and facilities. Specific needs 

vary by location, but the following are 
examples of facility improvement needs 
across the system:
• Roof replacements,
• Heating and air conditioning equip-

ment replacement,
• Electrical and data improvements,
• Lighting and energy management 

improvements,
• Replacement of floor coverings, and
• Interior and exterior painting. 

Technology is a big part of this capi-
tal program. What is included in the 
technology portion of this SPLOST?

The technology portion includes 
retrofitting all schools over the next 
five years to update classroom technol-
ogy. Some of the things included in 
this update include, but are not limited 
to, teacher laptops, student research 
stations, network printers, projectors, 
screens, and wireless notebook carts. In 
addition, improvements will be made to 
school computer labs and media centers. 
There also will be upgrades to school 
and district video broadcast equipment. 

Another important aspect of the tech-
nology improvements will be network 
upgrades to include wireless switches 
and access points to accommodate 
students bringing their own technology 
devices to school. System upgrades will 
include the implementation of eCLASS 
(see related story in Communiqué Es-
sentials); upgrades to district software; 
and enhanced access for students, 
teachers, and parents to data and digital 
content, including achievement and 
performance data and information.

The ballot question on the SPLOST 
includes $275 million in general 
obligation bonds that would be ap-
proved as well. Why are these bonds 
needed?

As it did with SPLOST III, the Board 
included the sale of general obliga-
tion bonds in the ballot question for 

SPLOST IV. These bonds will provide 
immediate funding so the district can 
get a jumpstart on its projects, rather 
than having to wait for the sales tax to 
be collected each month. These bonds 
will be paid back with sales tax pro-
ceeds as they are collected.

What happens if voters do not ap-
prove continuation of the SPLOST?

The SPLOST is a primary source of 
funding for building and maintain-
ing quality school facilities. Without 
SPLOST IV, the school district will be 
limited in its ability to provide new 
schools and to maintain existing school 
facilities. In addition to addressing 
buildings, SPLOST has been a key fund-
ing source for ensuring that technology 
for students and teachers is updated. 
Educational technology is changing, and 
SPLOST IV would help GCPS effectively 
meet the needs of students, parents, 
teachers, and community members, with 
technology resources that offer students 
broader, engaging learning experiences 
beyond the classroom, and enhance 
communication throughout the district 
and between the home and school.

In addition to 
providing computers, 
printers, projectors,  
and more, SPLOST 
IV would help fund 
the district’s eCLASS 
initiative, which 
will provide digital 
content to help 
make classes 
more interactive 
and engaging 
for students.



In 1996, the Georgia General As-
sembly passed legislation that was one 
of the most beneficial bills for public 
education ever to come out of the Gold 
Dome. Lawmakers approved calling for 
an amendment to the state’s Constitu-
tion that would allow school districts to 
seek approval to fund capital projects 
with sales taxes. The amendment passed 
statewide in November of 1996. And, in 
March of 1997, Gwinnett County Public 
Schools (GCPS) took the special pur-
pose local option sales tax, or SPLOST, 
to its citizens. It was approved by more 
than 71 percent! 

Since 1997, the Gwinnett education 
SPLOST has provided our students with 
thousands of classrooms and major 
technology improvements. Gwinnett 
voters extended the one-penny SPLOST 
in 2001 and 2006 by wide margins. 
Thanks to their approval, we were 
able to manage the challenges of our 
dramatic growth in student enrollment, 
rather than being managed by it. It is 
hard to imagine how we would have 
housed the students continually coming 
to our door without the new schools 
funded by the penny SPLOST. 

Now it is 2011 and the SPLOST is 
about to expire. Recently, the Gwinnett 
County Board of Education approved 
asking voters to keep the one-cent 
SPLOST for another five years. There 
are a number of important reasons why 
the Board did so.

GCPS continues to grow by almost 
2,000 students a year, and we still have 
areas where more schools and class-
rooms are sorely needed. 

Additionally, as a result of nearly a de-
cade of budget cuts, we have postponed 
preventive maintenance on our build-
ings. These projects— including paint-
ing, carpeting, and roofing projects— 
are essential to the upkeep of our  

facilities. We also want to air-condition 
all of our gyms, activity buildings, and 
kitchens— something many people 
have wanted us to do for a long time.

In addition to facility improvements, 
technology advancements are a sub-
stantial part of this SPLOST program.  
The focus is on increasing access to 
technology, expanding our resources 
for teaching and learning, and sup-
porting day-to-day processes in areas 
such as transportation, business and 
finance, and human resources.  SPLOST 
IV would enable the school district to 
provide students, teachers, and parents 
with technology resources to improve 
student learning and to enhance com-
munication at all levels.

I encourage you to learn more about 
the school district’s needs, our plans for 
addressing them, how the SPLOST will 
benefit all of our clusters and schools, 
and our record of accountability for de-
livering what was promised in SPLOSTs 
I, II, and III. Revenue from the one-cent 
sales tax has provided tremendous ben-
efits to our community and its schools 
over the last 15 years. 

Gwinnett County is known for its 
strong, successful school system. No-
vember 8 will be an important day for 
our school district as voters head to the 
polls and make a decision that will have 
an impact on the future of GCPS. 

“I encourage you to learn more 
about the school district’s needs, 
our plans for addressing them, 
how the SPLOST will benefit all 
of our schools, and our record 
of accountability for delivering 
what was promised in SPLOSTs 
I, II, and III. Revenue from the 
one-cent sales tax has provided 
tremendous benefits to our com-
munity and its schools over the 
last 15 years.”

November 8, 2011:
An Important Day for 
Gwinnett

J. Alvin Wilbanks, 

CEO/Superintendent

One election day...  
two opportunities to vote

The education SPLOST will 
appear on the countywide ballot 
on November 8, 2011. Many cities 
in Gwinnett also will hold local 
elections on that day. This means 
that if you live within the city limits 
of a municipality that has a local 
race, you may have to visit both 
your city and your county polling 
sites to vote in both elections.  
Check your voter registration card 
for details on where you go to vote.
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The current SPLOST for schools will expire on June 30, 2012.  
Recently, the Gwinnett County Board of Education approved ask-
ing voters to keep the one-cent SPLOST for another five years. The 
extension of the current SPLOST will appear on the November 8, 
2011, ballot. Take a quick look at what a penny could fund...

SPLOST IV at a glance...

Hundreds of new classrooms for Gwinnett students

New technology to 
benefit teaching and 
learning in GCPS

Air-conditioning for school gyms, activity 
buildings, and kitchens

Roofing, painting, 
carpeting, and 

other maintenance 
projects and 
upgrades, as 

well as energy 
conservation 

upgrades  

Learn more about 
SPLOST IV at

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

New and 
replacement 
instruments 
for bands 
and 
orchestras
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