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GCPS SCENE
 Nov. 8, 2011, proved to be an historic day as Gwinnett voters approved the extension of 
the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) for schools. SPLOST IV is expected to 
raise $876 million over the next five years, starting on July 1, 2012, when the current SPLOST 
expires. Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) will receive $858.9 million, while Buford 
City Schools will receive the balance of $17.1 million. Projects include five new schools, one bus 
facility, and nine additions and renovations. Also included is air conditioning for all middle and 
high school gyms and all elementary activity buildings, along with all kitchens that currently 
do not have air conditioning. Significant technology upgrades include retrofits for all schools 
and infrastructure support and digital content to expand the walls of the classroom and make 
learning more engaging and relevant to today’s student. Funded facility improvements will address 
preventive maintenance (roofing, painting, carpeting, etc.) that has been postponed due to budget 
cuts. “The education SPLOST victory really belongs to Gwinnett’s children, their parents and 
teachers, and the people who live and work in Gwinnett County. Everyone will benefit from 
the continuation of the sales tax for schools… through increased educational opportunities 
for students, better preparation of tomorrow’s workforce, enhanced property values that come 
with good schools, and a boost in economic development as new classrooms are built and other 
improvements are made,” said GCPS CEO/Superintendent Alvin Wilbanks. 

 GCPS has named its 2012 Teacher of the Year (TOTY), Jennifer Dunn of Pharr 
Elementary. In addition to earning the school system’s top honor, Mrs. Dunn was named 
the 2012 Gwinnett County Elementary School Teacher of the Year. Sarah Black of North 
Gwinnett Middle was named the system’s 2012 Middle School Teacher of the Year, while the 
2012 High School Teacher of the Year honor was presented to Aundrea Muth of Mill Creek 
High. In all, GCPS recognized 129 Teachers of the Year who were named by their colleagues 
at their local schools. A selection committee later narrowed down the group to 25 semifinalists, 
and finally to the six finalists. In addition to the three level winners, the other three finalists 
were Brittany Palazzo of Mulberry Elementary; Keri Beth Tidmore Jones of Dacula 
Middle; and Lindsey Cafarella of Peachtree Ridge High. As Gwinnett’s TOTY, Mrs. Dunn 
will represent the county in state competition.

 The Georgia Department of Education released its amended 2011 Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) Reports, which include the appeals, summer graduates, and summer retest 
scores for CRCT, CRCT-M, and GHSGT. For Gwinnett County Public Schools, these results 
indicate that four schools— Ferguson Elementary, Creekland Middle, McConnell Middle, 
and Duluth High— previously not making AYP now have met state standards. This means 
that in a year when state standards rose, 82.5% of Gwinnett County’s public schools met 
the state’s accountability goals. Of 126 Gwinnett schools required to meet state standards, 104 
made AYP for the 2011–12 school year. 

 The 2012–13 school year calendar was presented to the Board of Education at its 
October 20 work session. The calendar calls for the school year to begin on Aug. 6, 2012, and 
to end on May 22, 2013. As with this school year, the 2012–13 calendar includes two furlough 
days for most employees. Teachers and school personnel have planned furlough days on Oct. 
8 and March 11. The planned furlough days for 12-month employees will be Nov. 21 and 
Dec. 20. (Furlough days could be restored if funding sources allow.) Visit the website for the 
complete calendar. 
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http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/78f6b7bd5bf1eaa685257209004e4940?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/3FD528E87199C7498525793E0047DE94/$file/TOTY-2012-11-4-2011.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/378632A376A574F48525792900476669/$file/Six-finalists-to-learn-if-they-will-become-Gwinnetts-2012-TOTY-10-14-2011.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/81A04C60148914928525793C0054784B/$file/AYP-Amended-Report-11-2-2011.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/9B864844ACC9811F8525792F007FD182/$file/GCPS_Calendar_2012-2013.pdf
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Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

The Board of Education approved the superintendent’s recommendation for the 
renewal of the charter for New Life Academy of Excellence for another five years. The 
school’s current contract with the Gwinnett County Board of Education expires June 30, 
2012. The school’s unique focus is on Chinese language and culture. With local approval, the 
petition now will be submitted to the Georgia Department of Education for its review and 
consideration. If approved, the school’s extended charter would be effective July 1, 2012.

Gwinnett Online Campus (GOC) will sponsor information sessions this fall and 
winter, with registration for the 2012–13 school year in February. GOC opened as a full-
time, diploma-granting high school this year, and will add grades 6–8 in August. Grades 4 
and 5 will come online the following school year. Visit the website for more information. 

Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology (GSMST) registration 
runs through Feb. 3, 2012. Information for the 2012–13 freshman class is available 
through all GCPS middle schools, on the GCPS website (www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us) and 
on the school web site(www.gsmst.org). Registration Forms must be submitted by Feb. for 
consideration. 

• David Jahner, director of Foreign Language, is the 2011 recipient of the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Florence Steiner Award for 
Leadership in Foreign Language Education, K–12. 

• Lanier High students will represent the state in the Grosfeld Family National Youth 
Leadership Mission to the U.S. Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. 

• Duncan Creek Elementary Teacher Jackie Ellett has been named 2012 Art Educator 
of the Year by the Georgia Art Education Association (GAEA). Dr. Bruce Bowman 
and Debi West, North Gwinnett High educators, have been named National Art 
Honor Society Outstanding Sponsors by (GAEA). 

• A student from Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology 
and a student from Mill Creek High have been selected to serve on the State 
Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council.

• A Duluth High student-athlete was named an Atlanta Falcon’s Captain in the 
Community, which included a $1,000 grant for the school. 

• A Duluth High student has been selected to chair the Model Atlanta youth leadership 
group for the metro area.

• 77 Gwinnett schools were recognized as Green & Healthy Schools by the Gwinnett 
Clean & Beautiful program.

 GCPS invites community members and employees to participate in its annual 
review of Gwinnett’s Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum. Suggestions 
for revisions may be submitted Nov. 14 through Dec. 2. The GEMS Oversight 
committee, a group of community and school system representatives charged with the 
annual review of the AKS, will consider all suggestions and then recommend changes to 
CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks for adoption by the Board. Learn more online. 

November 13–19 American Education Week
November 17 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center, (ISC)
November 21–25  Thanksgiving holidays for schools
November 24–25 Thanksgiving holidays for central office locations
December 15 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC
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http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GCPShostsGwinnettOnlineCampusinformationsessions
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GSMST2012-13RegistrationInformationNowAvailable
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/5aafd176a9c0784f85257600005ccab9?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/0931D1F25EB4A22E8525794100612CF3/$file/College-fair-to-provide-options-for-students-with-special-needs-11-7-2011.pdf

