UNDERSTANDING YOUR TRANSCRIPT
In high school, you’ll receive a transcript instead of a report card. In addition to current semester grades, it has a cumulative history of all grades earned in high school, as well as information about required tests, credits, and class rank.
Your transcript is the official record of your classroom accomplishments that will be requested by colleges, scholarship
organizations, and even employers.

a

*
b
c

*
d

c

88.875 is the total Grade Percent
Average earned for first semester.
The cumulative Grade Point Average is 3.375. (Uses a scale of A=4,
B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0.) This student’s grades on this 4-point scale
totaled 27 points, divided by eight
classes, for a 3.375 GPA.
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a SS9 indicates that the class was taken in Summer
School, which gave this student room in his fall
schedule for two electives. Some students choose
to take health and PE the summer between 8th
and 9th grades so they have room in their high
school schedule for fine arts, technical education,
languages, or other elective classes.  
b AP indicates that this is an Advanced Placement
class. The 91 in this class includes 10 points added
to the student’s final grade by GCPS, reflecting
the rigor of the class. This “weighted” average is
used by GCPS in determining a student’s class
rank and GPA for college applications. This student
also has the opportunity to take the AP exam in
May, with the possibility of earning college credit. 
(Note: HOPE does not add 10 points for AP
classes. AP classes are weighted differently for
HOPE scholarship purposes. Learn more about
HOPE in the fall.)

90.000 is the total Grade Percent
Average earned for second
semester.
The cumulative GPA (the average of all of the course GPAs) for
this student now is up to 3.5 (49
points divided by 14 classes).
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While an 89 is only one
percentage point from
a 90, the 89 counts
as a “3” toward the
student’s cumulatve
GPA, but the 90 counts
as “4”. Challenge yourself
to do your best. Your
extra effort can make
a big difference. See
page 5 for more about
understanding grades.

