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6 Reasons to Consider a Dual Diploma
A Dual Diploma combines the requirements of  the College-Preparatory and the Technolo-
gy/Career-Preparatory diplomas. Why pursue a Dual Diploma? Here are six good reasons…

1. Postsecondary options… A Dual Diploma opens the door to more 
postsecondary options… attendance at research or regional institutions, four-year 
colleges and universities, two-year colleges, technical colleges and institutes, and 
the workplace. No matter the diploma type a student pursues, she can get a jump 
start on postsecondary studies. Students can earn technical college credit for se-
lected career and technical classes completed in high school, thanks to agreements 
with Gwinnett Technical College and other tech colleges in the state.

2. Academic challenge… A Dual Diploma adds academic rigor to a 
student’s high school experience. Technical courses emphasize and support the 
knowledge and skills used in the classroom and tested on the Georgia High School 
Graduation Test and the High School Gateway essay test.

3. Workplace preparation… More companies are looking for “Gold Col-
lar” workers, who have both technical skills and a strong academic background. 
With support from the Board of Education and the business community, students 
in Gwinnett use up-to-date technology. Plus, Dual Diploma students can pursue 
apprenticeships and work-study programs as upperclassmen.

4. High-quality programs and opportunities… Students 
learn through application and critical thinking, and are able to perform bet-
ter in academic courses. The range of technical courses available at every high 
school— along with the variety of specialized technical classes in half-day pro-
grams— opens the world to all technical education students, but especially to 
those pursuing a Dual Diploma. With the Dual Diploma, students get to “test 
drive” possible careers without the cost of a training program. 

5. Leadership development… Organizations associated with a technical 
fi eld of study provide opportunities for leadership development. Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA), Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA), 
Technology Students Association (TSA), Family, Career, Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA), Future Educators of America (FEA), and Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) are clubs in which students learn more about careers and leader-
ship.

6. Other benefits… The Dual Diploma isn’t for everyone, but it’s a great op-
tion for many students. The challenge of balancing academic and technical classes, 
along with the option of supervised hands-on learning in the workplace, provides 
students with a sense of accomplishment and confi dence as they make choices for 
the future. According to the Southern Regional Education Board, these dual-con-
centrators are more likely to pursue postsecondary education, have a higher grade 
point average (GPA) in college, and are less likely to drop out in the fi rst year.


