
History of

Kanoheda Elementary School

Address: 1025 Herrington Road
  Lawrenceville, GA  30044
Th e following have served as principals of Kanoheda 
Elementary School:
 1994–99 Gary Yetter
 1999–2003  Suzanne Dressel
 2003–Dec. 2008 Terry Watlington
 Dec. 2008–Present Debra Scott

School Colors: Burgundy and Hunter Green
School Mascot: Kestrel

FAST FACTS
Kanoheda Elementary was established in 1994. 

Kanoheda is a native American term meaning “truths 
passed through generations.” Th is name was chosen to 
honor the Native Americans that lived in the location area 
as our country was being founded.

Th e school opened under the administration of Gary 
Yetter with 795 students— all from local neighborhood 
homeowners. Th e staff  was made up mostly of teachers 
from Bethesda and Minor— with one coming from 
Benefi eld. At the time, just a few apartments were 
located on nearby Club Drive and Sweetwater Road, 
and the school was the only structure located on 
Herrington Road. Th e rest all was wooded land. A Kroger 
supermarket was under construction when the school 
opened. New apartments started opening on Sweetwater, 
Boggs and Cruse roads. Herrington Woods on Herrington 
Road also was opening. Most of the apartments opening 
in the area were government subsidized. 

In the 1999–2000 school year, Suzanne Dressel was 
named as the new principal, following Mr. Yetter who 
moved on to Harmony Elementary. At that time, a new 
addition providing 15 additional classrooms was being 
added to the building to alleviate growth. Th e addition 
was completed the following year. However, in 2002, 

continued growth resulted in 14 single and 5 double 
portable classrooms being added to the school campus.

In 2003, Mrs. Dressel retired and Terry Watlington 
came on board as the new principal for the 2003–04 
school year. Th at same year, 400 of the 1,380 enrolled 
students were rezoned to the new Corley Elementary. 
Kanoheda also celebrated its academic improvement that 
year as it was removed from the “Needs Improvement” 
list under Georgia’s accountability model. Th e school’s 
commitment to high academic standards has resulted in 



Kanoheda being recognized by the Georgia Department 
of Education as a Distinguished Title I School for 2004–
05, 2005–06, and 2006–07.

Currently, Kanoheda has an enrollment of 1,125 
students and is culturally, ethnically, and economically 
diverse. Currently, the student body represents 26 
languages and 38 countries. Demographic data shows 
the school is 37% African American, 48% Hispanic, 6% 
Caucasian, 4% Asian, and 5% multiracial. With 82% 
of the students qualifying for free or reduced lunch, 
Kanoheda is identifi ed as a schoolwide Title I school, 
drawing its population from an area primarily made 
up of apartment homes, duplexes, and some residential 
homes. Th e school serves a population where 62% of 
the students reside in houses and 38% of the students 
reside in apartments or condos. Kanoheda is a transient 
school with a mobility rate of 48%. Increased mobility 
has infl uenced the cultural diversity and socioeconomic 
levels of the families it serves. 73% of the students are 
transported by bus, while 15% are car riders or use day 
care services and 12% are walkers . 


