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It is the policy of Gwinnett County 
Public Schools not to discriminate 

on the basis of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, 
age, or disability in any 

employment practice, educational 
program, or any other program, 

activity, or service.
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High expectations + quality instructional programs 
= academic success for Gwinnett’s students
What’s the equation for academic success? Throughout this issue, you’ll learn how we add more rigor to course-
work, subtract obstacles to learning, multiply the opportunities for advanced instruction, and divide SPLOST 
proceeds to benefit school communities. It all adds up to successful students and successful schools. Read on. . . 

Math-science-technology charter takes shape through partnerships

Next fall, 245 high school freshmen— hailing from all 20 GCPS middle schools— will step into a 
future with “infinite possibilities” as the inaugural class of Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, 

and Technology, the system’s first charter school.

online classes, blended instruction (teacher-led courses 
with online components), and interactive projects with 
schools around the world.

Until 2010, when renovations and additions are 
complete at the permanent facility near Maxwell High 
School of Technology in Lawrenceville, the school will 
be housed at Duluth High. Each year, another freshman 
class will join the program until the school serves about 
1,200 students in grades 9–12 in 2010–11.

More than 50 higher education, community, and 
industry partners have committed support for the school, 
pledging to provide industry expertise, loaned staff, and 
opportunities for field experience, as well as financial 
and equipment donations.

“We know that today’s graduates are tomorrow’s 
employees,” says CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin 
Wilbanks. “Gwinnett students educated in this world-
class facility will be prepared for success in college and 
in a global economy. They will be prepared for a future 
with infinite possibilities.”

More rigorous state tests 
to measure learning in Gwinnett

Long before No Child Left Behind, Gwinnett educators 
knew that a rigorous curriculum, quality instruction, and 
accurate assessments were keys to student achievement. 
The alignment of these three components— through the 
development and delivery of the AKS curriculum and a 
comprehensive assessment program that included locally 
developed Gateway tests— has been a key to student suc-
cess in Gwinnett over the last 10 years. 

Since the original development of the AKS/Gateway 
program, the state has made strides in strengthening its 
curriculum and raising expectations on state assessments 
to a level roughly equivalent to the multiple-choice sec-
tions of the elementary and middle school Gateways. As 
a result, GCPS will incorporate more of the state’s tests 
into its Gateway program next year with the certainty 
that students who pass will be ready for the next grade or 
level. However, local expectations still will go beyond the 
state’s, as evidenced by the development of open-ended 
math sections, the implementation of the revised Gate-
way program at the elementary and middle school levels, 
and the system’s commitment to its high school writing 
Gateway test. 

Look online for more on Gwinnett’s efforts to measure 
student learning and improve student achievement.W

Gwinnett high schools to phase-out 
technical-level core courses
Higher expectations and more rigorous curriculum lead to 
higher achievement, and a rigorous high school curricu-
lum is the best academic preparation for the postsecond-
ary and on-the-job learning that tomorrow’s workers will 
face after graduation. Beginning with the freshman class 
of 2007–08, GCPS will phase-out technical-level core 
courses— those in language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies. All students in the class of 2011 and 
beyond will be served in college preparatory, honors, 
and gifted/Advanced Placement courses. As a result, all 
students would have the option of pursuing a technical, 
college prep, or dual diploma, providing more opportunities 
for students. The phase-out begins with technical social 
studies courses in 2007–08, followed by freshman math in 
2008–09, and science, language arts, and math for grades 
10–12 in 2009–10. As part of GCPS’ commitment to help-
ing students succeed, support classes or tutoring will be 
available for those who need additional help.

This cutting-edge facility will focus on advanced 
instruction in engineering, biosciences, and emerging 
technologies— with forward-looking applications such 
as aerospace design, biotechnology, robotics, and nano-
technologies— along with opportunities for music per-
formance, humanities, research, and expanded foreign 
language options, including Chinese and Japanese.

This innovative instructional program will offer flexible 
scheduling— with a 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. school day— plus 

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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‘Good to great’ with Gwinnett schools

Success and good news have visited Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) in 
several significant ways since the last Communiqué was published. 

Gwinnett voters approved, by a two-to-one count, extension of the one-cent 
sales tax for school construction. That funding will provide 27 new schools 
and technology for every classroom over the next five years.
Gwinnett County Public Schools earned “exemplary” ratings from the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation 
and School Improvement  (SACS CASI) in the recent District Accreditation 
Process. That’s an accomplishment very few systems achieve. 
12 schools were honored nationally by Standard and Poor’s in the areas of 
academic achievement and closing the achievement gap.
A school earned national recognition for its parental involvement programs, 
and another earned the title Georgia School of Excellence.

Obviously, those successes are the result of excellent instruction in our classrooms, and outstand-
ing support from our community. What may not be apparent, however, are the fundamental princi-
ples underlying them— principles captured in the “Core Beliefs and Commitments” of the Gwinnett 
County Board of Education. These simple statements carry a powerful message about what is 
important, what is expected, and what will be delivered in terms of teaching and learning in Gwinnett’s public schools. 

For more than a decade, our schools have made consistent progress in student achievement and school improvement, driven by the Board’s funda-
mental belief that all children can and will learn to high levels. Amid Gwinnett’s tremendous growth and change, we have kept our focus on educat-
ing all children well. The Board and I hope you will join us for one of the Area Board Meetings in April to learn more about the successes of your 
schools. These community meetings also provide a time for parents and citizens to share their ideas for strengthening our schools. 

I am proud of the fact our schools are very good, but good is not good enough. Jim Collins writes in his best-seller, Good to Great, that “Good is 
the enemy of great.” As GCPS strives to become a system of world-class schools, we can never be satisfied with the status quo. We must continually 
look for and implement ways to do our business of teaching and learning even better. That is how we will make real the Board’s beliefs and commit-
ments, and achieve the greatness we desire. We welcome your involvement.W

•

•

•

•
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Progress report on 2007–12 building plan

In November, Gwinnett citizens supported schools at the polls, extending the special purpose local option sales 
tax (SPLOST III) for education. When completed, SPLOST III will have provided 27 new schools and a number of additions at 

existing schools. So, what’s the scoop on these new schools?

J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

Do you think and dream BIG? Welcome to a BIG communitywide 
initiative… Partnership Gwinnett. Gwinnett County Public Schools 
joins the Gwinnett Chamber, Scientific Atlanta, and partners in govern-
ment, higher education, healthcare, and business in envisioning a better 
Gwinnett. The Partnership is anchored by a long-term, strategic plan 
for community and economic development to benefit all Gwinnettians. 
Where does GCPS fit in? Gwinnett’s strong K–12 educational system 
is both a draw for new business and families and an important key to 
the success of the plan. “Better schools make better communities,” says 
CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks, “and a system of world-class 
schools in Gwinnett supports a healthy future for the community, one 
that embraces the economic, social, education, and cultural life of the 
area. We all benefit from an improved quality of life.”W

The new Gwinnett County Public Schools Foundation Fund supplements and 
complements the programs and activities of the school system. Donors already 
are stepping up with generous contributions. Joseph and Dorothy Shafer, 
descendents of  J. Floyd and Eunice Brannan, donated $106,000 for a scholarship 
in honor of the Brannans, who devoted themselves to improving Lawrenceville 
and the lives of its citizens. Area businesses also are supporting the fund, 
including a recent $10,000 donation from Georgia Power. In the photo above, 
from left, the Shafers present their gift to Foundation President David Seago, 
CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks, and Foundation Executive Director 
Alexis Kirijan.

Core Beliefs of the 
Gwinnett County Board of Education

Our core business is teaching and learning.
All children can learn at or above grade level.
All children should reach their learning potential.
The school effect is important and has a profound 
impact on every child’s life.
A quality instructional program requires a rigorous cur-
riculum, effective teaching, and ongoing assessment.
All children should be taught in a safe and secure 
learning environment.

Commitments of the 
Gwinnett County Board of Education

GCPS will give its core business— teaching and 
learning— priority over all other functions of the 
organization.
All GCPS students will learn at or above grade level.
All GCPS students will reach their learning potential.
The school effect is important and GCPS will have a 
positive impact on every child’s life.
GCPS will have a quality instructional program that 
includes a rigorous curriculum, effective teaching, and 
ongoing assessment.
All GCPS students will be taught in a safe and secure 
learning environment.




















Opening in August 2007
In August, three new elementary schools— Lovin, Mulberry, and 

Patrick— and a replacement facility for Oakland School will open. 
Construction on the four sites is well underway. 

Opening in 2008 and 2009
It all starts with a name… By the April School Board meeting, the 

school system’s naming process should be concluded and the new 
schools opening in 2008 and 2009 will have names. Next on the horizon 
for these schools will be the redistricting process, which is slated to be-

gin in the fall. The Planning Department has begun work looking at the 
current school attendance lines and will prepare and share draft bound-
ary maps in October. As part of the process, there will be opportunities 
for community feedback. Look for more information on this in the fall 
and check out the school system’s web site for periodic updates.

Look on GCPS’ home page for links to more information on the new 
schools and “The Plan” to meet GCPS’ classroom and technology needs 
through 2014.W

“Gwinnett will be known as an inclusive community where 
businesses thrive and residents maximize their potential through 

world-class schools, opportunities for life-long learning,  
a vibrant economy, diverse partnerships and a superior quality of life.” 

Partnership Gwinnett vision

J. Alvin Wilbanks,
CEO/Superintendent

Gwinnett County
Public Schools

http://www.partnershipgwinnett.com/
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Stay tuned, be informed
• Tune into GCPS TV on these cable 

network providers:
 Adelphia–Ch. 20* BellSouth–Ch. 21 

Charter–Ch. 22 Comcast–Ch. 24 
*Channel 97 without a converter.

• Visit our web site at 
 Wwww.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
• Subscribe to GCPS’ e-mail newsletter 

on the web siteW.

Key budget dates set
Each year, the Gwinnett County Board 
of Education (BOE) reserves key dates 
relating to the development of the next 
year’s budget. Upcoming dates include: 
• April 14: BOE budget work session
• April 17: BOE budget work session and 

adoption of tentative budget
• May 3: First public budget hearing
• May 10: Second public hearing and final 

adoption
• June: Adoption of millage rate
All sessions will be held at the 
Instructional Support Center, located at 
437 Old Peachtree Rd. in Suwanee.

Circle Aug. 13… 
the first day of 
school for 2007–08

Looking ahead for other key 
dates? Next year’s calendar is 
available online.W Here are some 
highlights…
Aug. 13, 2007… First day of school
Sep. 3, 2007… Labor Day holiday
Oct. 15, 2007… Student holiday
Nov. 21–23, 2007… Thanksgiving holi-

days
Dec. 21, 2007–Jan. 2, 2008…  

Winter Break and Student Holiday
Jan. 21, 2008… 
 Martin Luther King Jr. holiday
February 18, 2008… Student holiday or 

snow make-up day (Priority 1)
March 10, 2008… Student holiday or 

snow make-up day (Priority 2)
March 21, 2008… Student holiday
April 7–11, 2008… Spring Break
May 21, 2008… Last day of school
May 22, 2008… Snow make-up day 

(Priority 3), if needed

Regular attendance has a direct influ-
ence on student achievement. That’s 
why it’s important that students be in 
school every day, and especially on test 
days, when students have an opportu-
nity to “show what they know,” providing 
teachers with important information about 
each student’s learning. Look for the 
2007–08 testing calendar online, too.W 

Steer students toward 
driving, safety programs
Contact your local community school 
for information on available driver’s 
education and teen driving programs, 
schedules, and fees.

GCPSBriefly

AUG

13

Need-to-know info for college-bound high school students 
GAcollege411.comW is a free, one-stop web site that allows students to plan, apply, and pay for college. With 

their own personal accounts, high school students of all ages can research careers, explore Georgia colleges 
and universities, prepare for college admissions tests, and review their financial aid options. (Note: Students 
will receive more information about the HOPE Scholarship from their high school counseling office later in 
the spring.) College-bound seniors also can apply for admissions to Georgia colleges and universities on the 
site, and request that their high school transcripts be sent electronically 
to selected state schools. Since only a few Georgia colleges are accepting 
electronic transcripts during this inaugural year, graduating seniors would 
be wise to request that their high school mail an official paper copy of their 
final transcript to the colleges as well, even if the student has submitted an 
electronic transcript request. Check with your local school to find out when official transcripts will be ready in 
June. GAcollege411.com is sponsored by state agencies and community partners, including the Georgia Student 
Finance Commission, administrator of HOPE and other state scholarship programs (770-724-9000).

Online application process puts GCPS job info a click away
With our online application process, you can learn more about available jobs, apply for those positions, 

create a résumé, update application information, and track your progress through-
out the process… all with 24/7 access from any computer with an Internet 
connection. It’s as easy as 1-2-3:
1. At www.gwinnett.k12.ga.usW, click on “Careers” in the Quick Links menu.
2. Click on “Current Job Postings” for a list of openings. 
3. For more details on a job, click “View Current Job Postings” in the External Ap-
plicants section, then click the yellow “Search” button for detailed descriptions.

Also on the “Career Opportunities” page, you’ll find information on the ap-
plication process and answers to your most-asked questions— including FAQs on 

compensation, benefits, and more— plus news on upcoming recruitment fairs, Georgia’s certification process 
and alternative preparation programs, and information for prospective substitutes. For technical assistance, call 
678-301-6161 during regular business hours.

Summer school begins in June
High School Students Elementary and Middle School Students

   Who:   Students who need to make up a class or want to 
get ahead, including rising 9th graders who may 
take selected classes

     Who: Qualifying students in kindergarten through  
8th grade 

    What: GCPS’ free K–8 Academic Summer School for 
students on academic contracts 

   When: June 26 to July 17 (July 4 holiday) 

  Where: Most elementary and middle school campuses. 
Those schools with construction or special 
programs this summer may combine sessions 
with neighboring school(s).

Parents of students who qualify for the free summer 
school session will learn more from their school this spring. 

Face-to-Face Classes Online Classes

 When: June 13 to July 17 
(July 4 holiday) 

 Where: Meadowcreek High, 
Mill Creek High, 
and South Gwinnett 
High

 When: June 12 to July 14 
(July 4 holiday) 

 Where: A reliable comput-
er with an Internet 
connection (daily 
access required)

Classes have a fee. Students can register and pay for 
summer school (face-to-face and online classes) online. 
Registration begins May 1 at www.gwinnettk12online.net.W

Click Here
onnection

From left, Gwinnett County STAR Students Clara Yang of 
Brookwood High, Steven Lau of Duluth High, and Elinor 
Willis of Meadowcreek High represent Gwinnett in the 2007 
Region 3A STAR (Student Teacher Achievement Recognition) 
competition. The three high-achieving students scored 
perfect SAT scores to earn the county honor. The region 
winner goes on to state competition later in the spring.

Looking for more information on 
articles that appear in this issue of 

Communiqué? Perhaps you’d like to 
learn about other instructional pro-
grams and additional resources? 

Check out “Communiqué Connection” 
in our Favorite Resources on 

GCPS’ home page at
 www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us.W

Applause, applause
In addition to kudos for our exemplary STAR students (pictured below) and STAR teachers, the following 

recent honors deserve a round of applause… Board-certified teachers, a U.S. Presidential Scholar, perfect SAT  
 and ACT scores, School of Distinction in professional learning, 1,000-plus AP 

scholars, JROTC Distinguished Units, kudos for best practices in online 
learning, National PTA Parent Involvement School of Excellence, a 

Georgia School of Excellence, top counselors and media specialist, 
Master Teachers, Title I Distinguished Schools and other schools 

closing the achievement gap, Governor’s Cup, five-time Georgia 
Academic Decathlon champion, winners in academic competi-
tions, athletic champions and top coaches, Dodge Directors 
Cup, and kudos for outstanding support staff, drivers, and 
nurses. Check out GCPS TV, the system web siteW, and your 

school web site or newsletter for more honors.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/8CC93922CA6AE4A48525700000562ED8/$file/2007-08CALENDARFINALIZED.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence in academic knowledge, skills,  
and behavior for each student, resulting in measured improvement against local, national, and world-class standards.

Kudos to the following educators who shared insights for this publication and additional online resources: Debbie Daniell of Curriculum and Instruction (Social Studies), 
Mahlon Bryan of Shiloh HS, Brad Denslow of Pinckneyville MS, Melisa Eisele of Riverside ES, James Glenn of Norcross HS, Peggy Keehfus of Glenn C. Jones MS, 
Lisa Knapp of Freeman’s Mill ES, Anna Marie Lawrence of Snellville MS, Mary Anne Meeks of Duluth HS, Barbara Otey of Meadowcreek HS, Mindy Shay of Craig 

ES, Nancy Ward of Gwinnett Student Leadership Team, Tim Yates of Trickum MS, and staff of Harbins ES and Level Creek ES. 

Social studies: ‘What we do the rest of our lives’

When Gwinnett students graduate, the world awaits them… and they are prepared to live in and contribute to that world 
thanks to lessons learned in social studies classes. Director of Social Studies Debbie Daniell explains, “Students graduate and 

may use the knowledge and skills learned in school to get any number of jobs, but social studies is truly what we do the rest of our lives… it is how we 
live and interact with others.” Gwinnett’s K–12 social studies curriculum helps prepare students to be informed and involved citizens in the communi-
ties in which they live, but also as they take their places as U.S. and global citizens. Students receive a foundation in the history and geography of our 
state, nation, and world. At grade-appropriate levels, they build on that knowledge, learning the ways in which politics, culture, contemporary events, 
and personal actions have an impact on all of our lives… from neighborhoods to the world stage. 

Civic responsibility 
‘on trial’ in competition

The facts in the case are in dispute. What 
caused the wreck that had taken one life and 
left another young woman in a coma? Under-
age drinking? Cellphone use? Did the driver of 
the other car fall asleep behind the wheel? For-
tunately for the students in the courtroom this 
evening, those questions are purely academic, 
not the legal aftermath of a tragic accident. 
They’re members of the Duluth High Mock 
Trial Team, acting out their parts as plaintiff, 
defendant, lawyers, and witnesses, fine-tuning 
their arguments for competition.

Using a legal scenario and case “documents” 
provided by the sponsor, the Georgia State Bar, 
Mock Trial teams work with an advisor and 
attorney coaches from the community to craft 
statements, questions, and testimony, while 
learning about the intricacies of trial procedure 
and legal strategy. 

“Mock trial humanizes the judicial system 
for these students,” says Evan Mermelstein, a 
local attorney who teams with Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Tracie Hobbs to work with the 
Duluth team. 

While some Mock Trial participants go on to 
pursue legal or government careers, many will 
not. Duluth advisor Mary Anne Meeks says, 
“This program helps students understand the 
law, but more importantly, it allows students to 
interact with strong community role models.” 
One of Ms. Meeks’ former Mock Trial students 
did become a lawyer. Attorney Marianne Or-
tiz, coach for an Atlanta team and an observer 
at the Duluth practice, says, “Mock Trial… 
provides a creative way for participants to de-
velop and exercise analytical, critical-thinking, 
and oral advocacy skills that will be a benefit 
to any job or profession these students later 
choose to pursue.”

MS social studies curriculum to change for 2007–08
Starting next year, Gwinnett 6th and 7th graders will gain deeper insights into our global 

neighbors, as they analyze, evaluate, and come to understand the history and development of vari-
ous regions of the world. The changes to Gwinnett’s custom AKS curriculum will expand on the 
geographical and cultural study of regions currently in the AKS, while placing more emphasis on 
regional economies. What do teachers think of the changes? “Students will see how events, even 
physical features, have an impact on a region,” says Anna Marie Lawrence, a Snellville Middle 
teacher who piloted the program. Peggy Keehfus of Glenn C. Jones Middle adds that connecting 
past events to the political, social, and economic make-up of the regions will help students gain a 
richer understanding of the world today and tomorrow.

Across the globe, around the block
Whether across the globe or around the block, service to others is an important civics lesson for 

children. For instance, Harbins Elementary students raised $1,000 through Heifer International’s 
Read to Feed program, enough to pay for two cows for families in a far-off village and training to 
care for the animals. Closer to home, an Empty Bowls Dinner at Level Creek Elementary raised 
awareness of hunger in the community and money for a local co-op food pantry. Countywide, 
GCPS classes and clubs have supported U.S. servicemen and women overseas with care packages 
and letter drives. For Mindy Shay and her Craig Elementary 2nd graders, connections made 
with three soldiers are personal… two are former students of Ms. Shay’s and one a family friend. 
The class sent dozens of boxes, letters, and e-mails to their military pen pals and all three visited 
the classroom. From geography to letter-writing skills, the children were able to apply their class-
room learning to this “good turn” service project.

Role-play, role models bring civics to life
Trickum Middle’s Tim Yates uses role-playing to help his 8th graders better understand how 

state government works. In a mock legislative session, students learn how a bill becomes law and 
how laws affect citizens, including laws that have a direct impact on students, such as school fund-
ing, athletic participation, driving, and curfews. First-hand accounts and primary sources bring 
civics to life for Brad Denslow’s students at Pinckneyville Middle. In an oral history project, stu-
dents conduct face-to-face interviews with individuals in government, military, or public service. 
Over the years, students have interviewed mayors, school board members, county commissioners, 
Secret Service agents, Holocaust survivors, war veterans, state officials, even a former presidential 
chief of staff.

Learning citizenship through participation
“Through classroom activities, schoolwide projects, and other leadership opportunities, our stu-

dents are serving and strengthening their schools and communities,” says Nancy Ward, who works 
with Gwinnett’s student leadership program. “Gwinnett’s future looks promising with the potential 
its young people have to offer.” One example… 
more than 330 students have graduated from the 
Gwinnett Student Leadership Team, a two-year 
countywide program that has spawned leadership 
programs at middle and high schools, all aimed at 
improving their school culture, climate, and com-
munity. 

GCPS student leaders have served on advisory 
councils at the state, regional, and local levels… on 
issues from education reform and state governance 
to environmental concerns and cafeteria offerings. 
These opportunities allow them to experience and 
understand issues while giving voice to their own 
concerns and solutions. From student-initiated 
history and politics clubs to cultural celebrations to 
volunteer and service groups, students of all ages 
are actively engaged in their communities.

TIPS FOR PROMOTING 
CITIzENSHIP AT HOME

As a parent, you can guide your children toward 
experiences that will enhance their knowledge and 
appreciation of the community, country, and world.

Keep current, with newspapers, TV and radio news 
programs, and reliable online news sources. 
Vote. Share why you vote and how you become an 
informed voter.
Serve others together. Check with community 
agencies to connect with worthwhile projects. 

W Look online for more at-home tips for promoting 
citizenship and great social studies initiatives. 

And ask your child about what he or she 
is learning in social studies… 

After all, it’s what we do 
the rest of our lives.







Duluth High students perfect their witness testimony 
prior to Mock Trial competition. 

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

