
 A Publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS)

School-to-Community Education News, Etc.
August 2009

Questions? Call GCPS Department of Communication & Media Relations at (678) 301-6020.

GCPS SCENE
 Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) welcomed students for the fi rst day of classes 
on Aug. 10. In the fi rst of several enrollment counts, 154,892 students were enrolled in 
Gwinnett schools. That fi gure will climb in the fi rst weeks of school. GCPS opened several new 
schools for the 2009–10 school year, including three new elementary schools, four new middle 
schools, two new high schools, one replacement facility, and several additions to existing schools.
2009–10 GCPS School Facts
• 123 facilities: 72 elementary schools, 24 middle schools, 18 high schools, and nine other 

educational facilities 
• More than 600 teachers were hired for growth and to replace educators who retired or left 

the system.
• 1,819 school buses transport more than 120,880 students twice a day.
• 117 school cafeterias will offer breakfast daily and 118 school cafeterias will serve lunch daily.
• GCPS served 21.3 million student lunches last year and 8.7 million breakfasts. Effective for 

the 2009–10 school year, adult meal prices will increase by 50 cents to $3, to comply with 
federal regulations. Prices for student meals remain the same.

•  On Aug. 10, 33 principals began their fi rst full year at a new school. While many are 
veteran principals who transferred for 2009–10, some are principals who took on the 
principalship midyear in 2008–09 and 13 are fi rst-time principals in Gwinnett. Visit the 
system web site for the latest issue of eNews to view a slide show of these new principals.

 On July 21, Gov. Sonny Perdue called for three furlough days for teachers and an 
additional 3% cut in education funding as part of his plan to address state budget 
shortfalls. In developing the furlough plan for Gwinnett, CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin 
Wilbanks said the district sought to protect classroom days for students while considering the 
best interests of staff members. The district scheduled furlough days for teachers and most other 
school-based employees on two pre-planning days, Aug. 3 and 4, and on a staff development/
teacher planning day, Oct. 9. Furlough days for 12-month employees will be Oct. 9, Nov. 25, 
and Dec. 21. An updated staff calendar is available on the web site. 
 
 The commitment to quality, continuous improvement, and effective teaching and 
learning is evident in GCPS. A total of 105 or 97% of Gwinnett County schools met the 
state’s accountability goals under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law. All Gwinnett 
elementary and middle schools made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in 2009. Every school 
required to meet AYP in the following clusters made it: Archer, Brookwood, Collins Hill, 
Dacula, Duluth, Grayson, Meadowcreek, Mill Creek, Mountain View, Norcross, North 
Gwinnett, Parkview, Peachtree Ridge, Shiloh, and South Gwinnett. Three Gwinnett 
schools— Sweetwater Middle, Radloff Middle, and Oakland Meadow School— moved 
off the “Needs Improvement” list, having made AYP for two consecutive years. More schools 
are anticipated to make AYP, based on summer results. 

August 13  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC)
September 7  All GCPS schools and offi ces closed for Labor Day
September 10  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC
The student calendar is available online at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us.
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Web site— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

Parents of GCPS students will have a valuable new resource for information about their 
child’s academic career—the new go2 Parent Portal. The go2 Parent Portal will be piloted in the 
Dacula Cluster during the Fall of 2009. Dacula High, Dacula Middle, and Alcova, Dacula, and 
Mulberry elementary schools will share information and register families for the portal this fall. 
Beginning second semester, the district will roll out the go2 Portal to parents systemwide. 

Beginning in January 2010, the GCPS Board’s monthly business meeting schedule will 
change to the third Thursday of the month. The change will allow the Board to have a con-
sistent calendar for its business meetings, and also will eliminate the current confl icts with other 
key organizations’ monthly meetings, including the State Board of Education and the Gwinnett 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, on which the superintendent serves. The proposed 
meeting schedule for 2010 is Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 18, April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, Aug. 
19, Sept.16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, and Dec. 16.

This summer, the State Board of Education approved GCPS’ request for a waiver from 
HB251, often called the “choice” bill. The Board acknowledged that the district already 
maintains a streamlined permissive transfer process for parents to request student transfers be-
tween schools within the district. Families have until Aug. 17 to request a permissive transfer to 
Gwinnett schools accepting students for the fall semester.

The AKS is the essential curriculum for grades K–12 in Gwinnett schools. It spells out 
precisely what students are expected to learn and be able to do in each grade/subject. Families of 
GCPS elementary and middle school students receive a grade-level Parent AKS Brochure at the 
beginning of the year. The new format provides an overview of each AKS curriculum area for the 
grade level, as well as information about special programs, promotion requirements, and grade-
level assessments. PDFs of the brochures as well as AKS books by grade and subject also are online.

• Three GCPS students earned an art excursion to Italy after competing in the 2009 Frank Ski 
Kids Foundation competition. 

• Five Gwinnett students were named Georgia Scholars by the Georgia Department of 
Education. 

• 12 GCPS high schools are among the top 1,500 U.S. high schools, as named by Newsweek. 
• 6 additional GCPS graduates earned college-sponsored Merit Scholarships.
• Three staff members earned recognition from the Georgia School Counselors Association: 

Maria Grovner of Creekland Middle, State Middle School Counselor of the Year; Dr. 
Richard Holland, Jones Middle principal, State Advocate of the Year; and Maria Chen 
Foley of Cedar Hill Elementary, State Writer of the Year. 

• 11 GCPS graduates were honored for perfect attendance during their K–12 academic careers. 
• Maxwell High School of Technology instructor Tony Shore was honored by Construction 

Education Foundation of Georgia at a recent conference. In addition, two electronics 
students were selected to participate in Aggreko’s SelecTech program.

• Freeman’s Mill Elementary received a $20,000 AT&T Excellence in Education grant. 

Penny Clavijo Hopkins Elementary Principal
Clayborn Knight Nesbit Elementary Principal
Kim McDermon Centerville Elementary Principal
Tom Owen Director of Special Education–Psychological Services, Teaching and Learning
Alexcia Cooper South Gwinnett Community School Director
Pam McRae Shiloh Community School Director 
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