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Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) 
has developed an accountability system for 
improving schools called the Results-Based 
Evaluation System (RBES). RBES fairly and 
systematically measures a school’s progress, 
providing a process that clearly communicates 
expectations; reviews, monitors, and supports 
school performance; and evaluates that 
performance.

The Berkmar High school council and 
school leaders collaborated on the highlights 
included in this accountability report, which 
also serves as the school’s annual report. The 
report provides consolidated information on 
the school’s effectiveness, based on multiple 
measures and student characteristics. Please 
review this report to learn more about the 
school’s improvement efforts and progress.
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Key Results from 2010–11 Local School Plans for Improvement

Local School Plans for Improvement are plans developed locally by school administrators, 
teachers, and parent advisory groups. These plans outline school goals.

Goals: The key long-term goal for Berkmar High School is to graduate students who are 
well-prepared to enter college and/or the workforce. The short-term goals associated with 
this important focus include preparing students to be successful in Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses, ensuring achievement on the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) and 
GCPS Gateway assessment, and achieving Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) under the federal  
No Child Left Behind Act. 

Results: 
In 2010–11, Berkmar met all of the required academic standards for AYP, but fell short of the 

graduation rate requirement by 9%. Overall, Berkmar exceeded the required passing percentages 
on both the mathematics and language arts subtests of the state’s graduation tests, and more 
than 94% of students passed the science subtest. 

Gateway results for Berkmar showed a decrease in performance compared to the previous 
year; however, the decrease in Berkmar’s average score on each of the four subtests was smaller 
than the average decrease for the district as a whole on each of the subtests. In other words, 
Berkmar average scores did not decrease as much as the countywide average scores.

Once again, Berkmar students excelled in the highly rigorous Advanced Placement (AP) 
curriculum. Students passed nearly 800 of these exams in 2011.

Tell us what 
you think about 

this report.

Click here to 
complete a 

questionnaire 
online.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/accountabilityreportfeedback
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2010–11 Results: SAT
A popular college-admissions test, the SAT features complex reading passages 

and math concepts, and a writing section. The table to the right shows average 
scores and percentages of students taking the SAT at our school, compared to the 
district, state, and nation. The graphs below compare Berkmar students’ scores to 
the Gwinnett, state, and national averages on the SAT. 

2010–11 Results: High School Gateway
To earn a regular diploma, Gwinnett high school students must pass both GCPS’s High School Gateway and the Georgia 

High School Graduation Tests. Given in the 10th grade, the Gateway essay test covers content in social studies and science, 
as well as language arts skills— writing, grammar, and spelling. To ensure that more students meet the standard on the high 
school Gateway, GCPS is offering additional resources, tutorials, and practice opportunities through the school system website. 
While many students are successful on the test on their first try, those who are not have seven additional opportunities to take 
and pass the test before graduation.

2010–11 Senior Report

2010–11 SAT Averages

Students 
Completing 

HS†

Number of Seniors  
Planning to Attend College or 

Postsecondary School*

Number 
of Honor 

Graduates

Number of Seniors Taking 
Advanced Placement (AP) 

Courses

Number of AP 
Courses Taken 

by Seniors

Seniors 
with Dual 
Enrollment

Berkmar High 559 329 79 238 829 1
GCPS 9,558 7,829 1,905 4,741 13,088 221

†Reflects system-reported data as of August 2011 *Student information self-reported as of April 2011

Critical 
Reading Math Writing Total

Berkmar 454 469 448 1371
GCPS 501 521 489 1511
Georgia 485 487 473 1445
National 497 514 489 1500

Performance 
Levels

Excellent
Effective
Minimal, but 
passing
Failing

Percentages 
shown may not 
add up to 100 
due to rounding. 
Percentages  
7% and below 
are not labeled. 
Reflects spring 
administration.

2010–11 Results: Advanced Placement (AP) Exams
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are challenging, college-level classes taught by specially trained high school teachers. 

Students have the option of taking an AP exam at the end of the school year. Many colleges award credit for passing the exams 
or allow a student to be exempt from certain college courses. Students exposed to the demanding AP curriculum are well 
prepared for the rigors of college coursework. The table below shows the percentage of classes taken at Berkmar High that were 
designated as AP classes, compared to the county average. The chart also shows the percentage of optional, course-specific AP 
exams taken, as well as the percentage of AP exams scored 3 or better (on a 5-point scale). In 2010–11, 29.7% of Berkmar 
students took one or more AP courses, compared to 27.8% of all GCPS high school students.

2007–08 2008–09 2009–10 2010–11
Berkmar GCPS Berkmar GCPS Berkmar GCPS Berkmar GCPS

AP as Percentage of Total Classes Taken 5.9 6.2 7.7 7.3 9.7 8.8 6.6 8.5
% AP Exams Taken 80.7 74.6 81.0 77.3 78.5 77.0 80.1 75.6
% AP Exams Scored 3+ 50.8 63.1 47.8 61.8 46.0 57.5 45.8 57.0*

Berkmar

Berkmar

*Not available from College Board, percentage locally calculated
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• In the table above, only results for subgroups that meet the state-set minimum number of students are used to determine AYP

Berkmar High did non 
achieve AYP 

All 
Students

Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander Black Hispanic

American 
Indian/ 
Alaskan White

Multi- 
Racial

Students 
with 

Disabilities

Limited 
English 

Proficient
Economically 

Disadvantaged

Math Participation Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . . . Achieved . Achieved
Math Performance Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . . . . . Achieved
Eng. Lang. Arts Participation Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . . . . . Achieved
Eng. Lang. Arts Performance Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . . . . . Achieved
This school did not achieve the state’s graduation standard for all students.

2010–11 Results: Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) and Adequate Yearly Progress
Schools earn Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status by meeting a series of performance goals that every school, system, and 

the state as a whole must achieve under the federal No Child Left Behind Act. In Georgia, AYP for high schools is determined 
using results from the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) in English language arts and mathematics. These tests 
measure the knowledge and skills of students by assessing how well students have learned the state’s curriculum content stan-
dards. To make AYP, high schools must meet state-set student achievement goals and graduation standards for all students, and 
for all subgroups that have 40 or more students or 10% of the students in grade 11, whichever is greater (with a 75-student 
cap). In addition, schools must test 95% of all students and of all subgroups with 40 or more students. Georgia reports 
achievement scores for every subgroup with 10 or more students. However, the state only considers results for subgroups that 
meet the state-set minimum number of students in determining a school’s AYP status.
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The GHSGT is a curriculum-based test used to measure high school 

students’ learning. Overall, Berkmar High met or exceeded state academ-
ic goals on the GHSGT in English language arts and mathematics, 
schoolwide and for most student groups. The school met state-required 
testing participation requirements. Berkmar High achieved 21 of 22 
indicators in determining Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). However, the 
school did not make AYP because it did not meet the state standard for 
the percentage of students graduating in four years. As a school in Needs 
Improvement status, Berkmar must offer school choice and supplemen-
tal educational services to qualifying students in 2012-13.
In the chart to the right, only subgroups with 10 or more students are reported.  
Results for groups smaller than the state minimum are not considered for AYP.  
The dotted lines on this graph represent the state’s AYP standard in Math and English 
Language Arts in 2011. The chart to the right reflects spring and summer test administrations.

Math AYP 
Standard

English  
Language Arts  
AYP Standard

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding State Standards

A Message from the Principal About Student Achievement and Academic Initiatives
Berkmar High School continues to work on the cutting edge of practices for improving teaching and learning. A number of 

initiatives contributed to the continuous improvement in student learning results that we seek every year, including:
• Using collaborative teams to plan and develop common lessons and assessments for students; 
• Deploying instructional technology, such as SMART Board interactive whiteboards, wireless student-response systems for 

assessment, and artificial intelligence programs like Write to Learn; and
• Focusing on student literacy.

Reviewing achievement data for the Georgia High school Graduation Tests (GHSGT), for the school overall and for 
groups of students, helps us identify gaps in achievement. This focus helps the school provide needed support as we work to 
close identified gaps and help every student to achieve his or her learning potential. In 2010–11, eight of nine measurable 
subgroups experienced an increase in the passing percentage on the math subtest of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests 
(GHSGT). It is particularly noteworthy to mention a gain of more than 10 points in the percentage of Black students meeting 
or exceeding state standards in math, with the resulting 78.8% the highest passing percentage in six years for this subgroup. 
Moreover, 510 of the 557 students tested passed the language arts subtest of the GHSGT, while a whopping 94% of first-time 
test-takers passed the science subtest in 2011.

Although Berkmar experienced a decrease in performance on the four Gateway subtests in 2011, it’s also important to note 
that the district as a whole experienced a very similar drop in performance on this test. We continue our relentless pursuit of 
quality instruction and practice opportunities in document-based writing to support achievement gains on the Gateway. 
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2010–11 Staff Data

2010–11 Student Data

*Not Hispanic or Latino

Other 2010–11 Highlights... 
• The Washington Post listed Berkmar among the top 200 high 

schools in the country on its annual Challenge Index.
• Berkmar students earned three Region 8 championships: Boys’ 

Soccer, Boys’ Basketball, and Literary Competition.
• The Academic Decathlon Team won 1st place in the Large 

School division for the eighth year in a row at the State Academ-
ic Decathlon Championships.

• Six Berkmar 9th graders earned Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar 
recognition from the College Board. In the previous school year, 
there were only six 9th grade AP Scholars in the entire state. 

• Strong performance on Advanced Placement (AP) tests resulted 
in honors for 109 AP Scholars, 23 AP Scholars with Honor, 
and 46 AP Scholars with Distinction. Of those AP Scholars, six 
students also were honored as National AP Scholars. Only six 
Gwinnett high schools had more AP students win awards.

• Berkmar students passed nearly 800 Advanced Placement exams 
for a potential college tuition savings in excess of $412,000. 
Many colleges award credit for passing the exams or allow a 
student to be exempt from certain college courses. 

• Berkmar hosted numerous community events, including the 
Be There Fair, the 3rd annual Lilburn Business Expo, and the 
7th annual Berkmar Jazz Festival. These events help maintain 
connectivity to the larger Berkmar community.

• The Berkmar Relay For Life Team raised more than $10,000, one 
of only 32 schools in the district to reach this dollar amount.

• Berkmar’s Gwinnett Student Leadership Team members conduct-
ed multiple leadership development seminars for their peers.

• Berkmar hosted more than 30 Title I parent/stakeholder meetings.
• A number of Berkmar juniors were considered for the Quest-

Bridge Scholarship program, which connects high-achieving, 
low-income students to selective colleges. Of that group, eight 
would be selected as finalists and three 2012 graduates would 
earn full scholarships to Columbia, Notre Dame, and North-
western universities.

• Berkmar Fine Arts programs— including chorus, dance, march-
ing band, concert band, and orchestra— earned numerous “supe-
rior” recognitions at competitions across the county and state.

• Berkmar DECA students performed well at the state competi-
tion, with one student advancing to international competition 
in Marketing Management. 

School Safety Perceptions
Based on responses* to 2010–11 RBES Perception 
Survey…
• 52.6% of students agreed or strongly agreed that 

they felt safe at Berkmar High.
• 77.5% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that 

their child’s school was safe.
* Reflects voluntary responses to parent and student perception surveys.

 School Year School Year
09–10 10–11

Enrollment 3,342 3,005
+American Indian/Alaskan Native* 2% 1%
+Asian* 10% 10%
+Black/African American* 36% 34%
+Hispanic or Latino, any race 44% 46%
+Multiracial, two or more races* 2% 3%
+Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander* 0% 0%
+White* 7% 7%
Special Education 13% 13%
ESOL 7% 7%
Free/Reduced Lunch 77% 80%
Average Attendance 92% 94%
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