
G w i n n e t t  C o u n t y  P u b l i C  S C h o o l S

School news  
for Gwinnett  
families and  
the community

FALL 2009

COMMUNIQUÉ

FALL 2009

COMMUNIQUÉ

nonprofit organization
u.s. postage paid

atlanta, ga
permit no. 3781

The 2009 Gwinnett County 
 Board of Education:

Daniel D. Seckinger, Chairman
Dr. Mary Kay Murphy, Vice Chairman
Carole Boyce
Dr. Robert McClure
Louise Radloff

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools not 
to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, 
national origin, age, or disability in any employment 
practice, educational program, or any other program, 
activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet the 
needs of all of its students and families. If any member 
of your family needs assistance or has any questions  
regarding mobility impaired issues or handicapped  
access, please contact the principal of your local school.
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In this issue…
Twice each year, Communiqué brings news to the community about system-
level initiatives and programs, as well as teaching and learning profiles. For  
additional resources and stories, check out www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us. Feedback? 
Send an e-mail to Communique@gwinnett.k12.ga.us. 

Instructional 
technology sup-
ports teaching, 
learning.  
See page 1

Check out honors, 
flu precautions, 
redistricting, test-
ing, and more.
See page 2

focus is on  
efforts to create 
a better  
tomorrow.
See page 3

The mission of  
Gwinnett County 

Public Schools is to 
pursue excellence in 
academic knowledge, 

skills, and behavior 
for each student, 

resulting in measured 
improvement against 

local, national, 
and world-class 

standards.

 For the 112 local school teachers of the year (TOTY), 
GCPS’ Nov. 5 banquet “celebrating excellence” in teaching 
was an opportunity to shine as they shared the moment with 
their guests, principals, and honored colleagues. For Crews 
Middle teacher Deborah Stringfellow, who was celebrating her 
birthday, the evening brought her a wonderful “present” and 
a tremendous honor from her peers, the title of 2010 Gwinnett 
County Teacher of the Year.

Ms. Stringfellow’s 24-year teach-
ing career began in the rural school in 
which she was educated herself. School 
was a refuge for the young Deborah, 
and wonderful, caring teachers brought 
joy to her childhood in impoverished 
coal country. “At school, I witnessed the 
effects that love, nurturing, and teach-
ing can have on young lives,” she said in 
her remarks at the banquet.

Though her parents had just a few 
years of formal education themselves, 
they instilled in their daughter the 
value of education, a strong work ethic, 
and a commitment to lifelong learning. 

Those values propelled her into the classroom and the pro-
fession about which Gwinnett’s top teacher is so passionate.

The announcement of her win left Ms. Stringfellow 
“stunned” and near speechless, she says, but the 7th grade 
life science teacher did share this in an emotional thank-you 
to family, friends, and co-workers: “I know that I am blessed 
to be given the gift of teaching and the opportunity to an-

swer the calling. I have a passion for teach-
ing,” she said. “I believe that all of us here 
have learned the secrets to being a great 
teacher— Love your kids. Love your sub-
ject. Be willing to reflect on your teaching 
and make changes when necessary.” 

Before being named GCPS’ top teacher, 
Ms. Stringfellow was honored as the mid-
dle school level winner. 4th grade teacher 
Mark Landtroop of Winn Holt Elementary 
is this year’s Elementary School Teacher 
of the Year. James Glenn, a social studies 
teacher at Norcross High, is the system’s 
TOTY at the high school level. Ms. String-
fellow advances to the state TOTY compe-
tition.
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Crews science teacher named Gwinnett’s top educator for 2010

Portal gives parents access to student info
Starting in January, 

GCPS’ go2 Parent 
Portal will be the 
go-to place to find key 
school information 
about your child’s 
academic career, 
available safely and 
securely, anytime and 
anywhere. All you 
need is a computer 
with Internet 
access and a 
user ID and 
password.

The Parent Portal is in the pilot 
phase with the Dacula Cluster 
schools this fall. Beginning second 
semester, the district will roll out the 
go2 Portal to parents systemwide. 

Registration forms are available at 
local schools. Parents and guardians 
must return this form in person 
to allow the school to verify their 
identity. Additional instructions for 

completing registration 
will be provided during 
this process. 

Once the rollout is 
complete in January, 
registered parents and 
guardians will be able 
to access attendance, 
grades, course history, 
test history, schedules, 
and discipline, all in 

a secure, online 
environment. 

The Parent 
Portal will be 

available to registered parents and 
guardians 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. 

While parents cannot e-mail their 
child’s teacher through the portal, 
all GCPS teachers have a school-
issued e-mail address. Parents should 
continue to use e-mail and other 
established methods to communicate 
with teachers.

Communiqué is 
produced by GCPS’ 

Communication 
and Media Relations 

Department.

They’re called Gen Y, Generation Next, 
the Net Generation, Millennials. Born in 
the 1980s or later, they’ve never lived in 
a world without PCs, microwaves, and 
DVD players. Their wired world includes 
(maybe revolves around) iPods and MP3s, 
cell phones and PDAs, digital cameras 
and recorders, social networking and in-
stant messaging, and the web and virtual 
gaming. They’re social, team-oriented 
multi-taskers, who are tech-savvy, want to 
be challenged, and learn by doing. They 
are today’s students. 

Technology… from digital tools 
and software to online learning, from 
tech-enhanced teaching to interactive 
collaboration… is woven into the school 
day and is an integral part of every 
student’s educational experience in 
Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS). 
In this issue of Communiqué and on the 
school system web site, learn more about 
how Gwinnett schools and educators reach 
and teach this generation of “connected” 
learners and find out how parents can 
support their children at home.

Wired to learn:  
instructional technology plays to strengths  
of today’s tech-savvy learners in classroom

Broadcast equipment is used by students at all levels. Student-produced shows 
and videos are broadcast on closed-circuit TVs in Gwinnett classrooms. 

there’s something 
for everyone at GCPS 
Community Schools! 
Community schools aren’t 
just for kids… From yoga 

to business basics, cooking 
to driver’s education, and 
karate to family finance, 
your Community School 

offers a wealth of learning 
opportunities for all ages… 

all year round. Check out the 
Community Schools link on 

the GCPS web site to see 
locations and the range of 
classes available. what do 
you want to learn today?
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An Osborne Middle 
student uses  

an interactive tablet  
at his desk to solve  

a math problem 
projected onto a screen.

Retrofit cycle upgrades technology in schools
As soon as you get the latest gizmo, a new version (or an even cooler 

gizmo) comes out. Multiply that by the number of schools and you have the 
technology dilemma faced by school systems. To ensure that students have 
access to a broad range of instructional technology resources, GCPS main-
tains a schedule to retrofit and refresh technology for our schools. 

A retrofit/refresh covers a range of new and replacement items… from hubs, 
switches, and wiring to teacher laptops, classroom computers, and network 
printers. Portable laptop labs and broadcast studios also are refreshed as part 
of the technology cycle. With new ceiling mounted projectors and other dis-
play devices in each classroom, teachers now can display presentations, video, 
and web sites for the class. Schools use local funds, grants, and fundraisers to 
purchase additional technology to supplement the retrofit, including interac-
tive boards and tablets, microphones, document cameras, student-response 
systems or “clickers,” computer-linked microscopes, and more.

All middle schools and most elementary schools have been upgraded so 
far this cycle. The last 10 elementaries are in the process this winter. In 2010, 
the retrofit process will cycle back to where it began, equipping high schools 
with the most current technology standard for wiring, equipment, and 
software. (New schools are built to the current standard.) Proceeds from the 
penny sales tax have helped GCPS provide technology upgrades.

the Road to broad…
GCPS named one of top five u.S. districts, 
earns $250,000 in scholarships for students 

“ It was thrilling to 
know that Gwinnett 
County Public 
Schools is recognized 
nationally for the good 
work our teachers 
and schools are doing. 
It is exciting to be 
set up as a model of 
achievement for other 
districts across the 
nation.”

Ceo/superintendent 
J. alvin Wilbanks

This year, GCPS’ virtual school 
celebrates 10 years of supporting 
student and staff learning. Gwinnett 
County Online Campus has grown 
from 10 students in 1999 to more 
than 4,400 students now served 
through semester sessions during 
the school year, mini-semesters 
(both regular and Credit Recov-
ery), summer school, and support 
programs. More than 100 different 
classes will be available to students 
online for 2009–10. Over time, 
students have enrolled in courses for 
some 29,000 credits. And, thou-
sands of employees use this virtual 
learning and meeting place for staff 
development and to share resources 
and ideas with other teachers in an 
online community.

While online learning isn’t for 
everyone, it can be a great way to 
learn for many students. “Online is 
a practical option for many students 
who want to maximize their learn-
ing opportunities while staying 
actively involved in their commu-
nity and school activities,” says Dr. 
Matt Waymack, director of Gwinnett 
County Online Campus. “It also 
serves as an ideal option for students 
who wish to refocus and graduate in 
a timely manner. In both cases, the 
successful online student is self-mo-
tivated, determined, possesses basic 
computer skills, and manages his or 
her time efficiently.”

Some students take an Online 
Campus class outside the regular 
school day so they can take addi-

tional electives. 
Others use the 
program to 
get ahead or to 
make-up a class 
previously failed. 
The virtual venue also supports 
learning for students who are unable 
to attend face-to-face classes for 
health or other reasons.

Dr. Waymack notes that Online 
Campus continues to grow in both 
enrollment and available programs. 
For example, the Credit Recovery 
program has expanded, allowing 
students who have struggled in the 
past to get back on track to a di-
ploma with intensive online work in 
core classes required for graduation. 
In addition, more middle school 
students are taking part in at-home 
online classes and participating in 
web-enhanced classes facilitated by 
teachers in a school’s computer lab. 

In a pilot this year, a group of gifted 
5th graders at Gwin Oaks and Head 
elementaries are using online learn-
ing to get a jump on middle school, 
meeting with Five Forks Middle gifted 
education teacher Julie Shively via 
webcam for an online class in ad-
vanced 6th and 7th grade math. The 
online model has been a good fit for 
the students participating in the pilot. 
“I like [the Accelerated Math class] 
because I get to learn ahead of what 
people in my grade are learning,” says 
one student in the program. “I want 
to challenge myself to have a good 
time and learn a lot while I can.”

Virtual learning good fit for many 

“Gwinnett County  
students, teachers,  
parents, administrators, 
and the entire community  
deserve to celebrate.“

– eli Broad of the eli and  
edythe Broad foundation

On Sept. 16, school district officials from the nation’s top urban school 
districts gathered with educators and dignitaries in Washington, D.C., to 
celebrate education and the announcement of the 2009 Broad Prize for 
Urban Education. Gwinnett County Public Schools was honored as a top 
district, and CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks accepted $250,000 in 
student scholarships, which will be awarded through the Eli and Edythe 
Broad Foundation. Broad Scholarship information for GCPS seniors will 
be available online at www.broadprize.org, beginning Dec. 7.

from left: u.s. secretary of education arne duncan, 
foundation founder eli Broad, and  

gCps’ Ceo/superintendent J. alvin Wilbanks

Deborah Stringfellow
Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year



So far this year, we’ve received word on inter-
national awards in marketing and technology for 
students; national student winners in business, 
technology, geography, and fine arts; national Broad 
honors; recognition for a Great American Teacher; 
National and Georgia Scholars and scholarship win-
ners; top JROTC units; a renewed Aaa bond rating; 
national certification for auto services and culinary 
arts; national and state honors in psychological ser-

vices; Georgia Schools of Excellence Peachtree Ridge 
High and Osborne Middle; state kudos for achievement 
and improvement for 14 Schools of Distinction; 34 
Distinguished Title I Schools; top Georgia counseling 
awards; two Exemplary Media Centers; state winners 
in economics and history; staff and students in state 
leadership roles; a regional winner for the Governor’s 
Cup; kudos as a top Gwinnett employer; local school 
Teachers of the Year… and we’re just getting started!

internet safety is key component
Thanks to the web and unprecedented access to 

technology, today’s students have a world of infor-
mation at their fingertips. However, Internet safety 
is essential as students learn, work, and play in this 
digital world, both at school and at home.

Schools take an active role in educating children 
of all ages to their role in staying safe online 
and making wise decisions about Internet-based 
activities, whether on a computer, a cell phone, or an 
online video game. GCPS maintains extensive filters 
to ensure that students are accessing appropriate 
sites and information online and that school-based 
computers are protected from external threats that 
might compromise student and staff privacy or 
security. Parents also are key to Internet safety, says 
Media Specialist Louise Doughty of Osborne Middle. 
“Just as we ask parents to ‘Be There’ and to stay 
involved in their child’s education, we also want 
them to ‘be there’ when it comes to Internet use.” 
Parents can use software and other tools to limit 
their child’s web access, monitor activities, and 
limit computer time. 
She also recommends 
keeping Internet-
enabled computers 
in a room used by 
the whole family and 
talking to children 
about expectations 
and safety concerns.

Making connections:  
Critical thinking and the internet

Like a fire hose, the virtual rush of information 
and resources available to Internet users can be 
overwhelming. So, how do students become critical 
thinkers and strong researchers with access to so 
much information? How do they learn what’s cred-
ible? Unbiased? Local school technology coordina-
tors and media specialists at local schools work with 
the teaching team to help students learn how to 
turn down the “flow” to a more manageable volume 
directed at their specific needs. In the classroom, 
students integrate information literacy skills and 
critical-thinking strategies as they become more 
proficient with technology. Links to selected, vali-
dated resources are available in a password-protect-
ed section of the GCPS Media Resources web page. 
By grade-level and subject area, these resources are 
a great starting point for student research. (Students 
can request passwords for home access to resources 
through their local school.)

boe-approved charter schools  
offer future-focused opportunities

The fields of bioscience, engineering, and emerg-
ing technology are the focus for students of Gwin-
nett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology 
(GSMST), a system charter school. GSMST students 
complete traditional high school studies in their 
first two years, then complete two years of advanced 
studies in science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM). Students also participate in intern-
ships in business and industry and some take  
advantage of dual enrollment to earn credit from 
local colleges and universities.

Another tech-focused school—Maxwell High 
School of Technology—has received local Board 
approval to become a conversion charter school. 
Under the charter, the school would focus on 
graduating students with business- and indus-
try-recognized credentials. Students also would 
have the opportunity to earn college credit while 
still in high school. The school currently has 13 
programs of study, in fields such as aircraft flight 
operations, auto services, construction, electron-
ics, graphic communications, and healthcare 
science technology. Maxwell’s conversion charter 
application will be considered for state approval 
this spring. 

FOCUS ON
 A Better Tomorrow

GCPS sees testing gains
SAt and ACt: Gwinnett schools continue 

to make strides in college-admissions exams, 
even as more and more students take the tests. 
With an average SAT composite score of 1526 
of a possible 2400 (800 each for critical reading, 
math, and writing), GCPS is 17 points above the 
national average and 66 points above the Georgia 
average. Gwinnett continues its focus on closing 
the achievement gap that exists among different 
groups of learners and is seeing gains. With an 
ACT average score of 22.1 out of a possible 36, 
GCPS topped the state and matched the national 
average. The number of ACT participants has 
increased each year over the last five years.

Advanced Placement (AP): More Gwin-
nett students are taking rigorous, college-level AP 
classes. Participation in AP exams is on the rise 
with 61.8% of test-takers scoring a 3 or higher on 
the tests. Many students earn college credit for 
these high scores. Since 2004, the number of ex-
ams taken by GCPS students has nearly doubled 
for all students, with an increase in participa-
tion of 305% for African American students and 
almost 308% for Hispanic students.

Criterion-Referenced Competency tests 
(CRCt): Gwinnett County students exceeded 
state performance for students meeting or exceed-
ing state standards on the CRCT to satisfy state 
promotion requirements in grades 3, 5, and 8. In 
addition, the majority of Gwinnett 4th and 7th 
graders met or exceeded state performance levels 
for CRCT to earn promotion under the GCPS 
Gateway requirements. 

Georgia high School Graduation tests 
(GhSGt): GCPS first-time testers demonstrated 
strong performance, with high passing rates in 
English/language arts (94%), math (95%), science 
(91%), social studies (92%), and writing (95%) for 
2008–09.

high School Gateway: During their sopho-
more year, Gwinnett students take the Gateway 
writing assessment, which covers both content 
knowledge and writing in the subject areas of 
science and social studies. Student results are re-
ported in four categories: Not Meeting, Minimal, 
Effective, and Excellent. For 2008–09, students’ 
strongest performance was in social studies, with 
37.7% of students scoring in the Effective or Ex-
cellent performance levels in the content area and 
35.9% of students scoring in these top levels in 
writing about social studies. While many students 
were successful on the science portion of the test, 
achievement was not as high, with 12.8% of stu-
dents scoring in the top performance levels in the 
content area and 20.5% scoring in the Effective or 
Excellent ranges for science/language arts. 

online support available  
to ensure Gateway success 

To ensure that more students meet the standard 
on the High School Gateway, GCPS is offering 
additional resources, tutorials, and practice op-
portunities online. A self-guided tutorial reviews 
content knowledge and possible essay topics in 
the areas of biology and chemistry, the science 
classes that students take in 9th and 10th grades. 
In addition, a video covers strategies for test-
takers to use to be successful on the Gateway. 
The web page also includes sample essays, tip-
sheets for test-takers, and additional information 
for parents. The High School Gateway is a local 
requirement for graduation. While many students 
are successful on the test on their first try, those 
who are not have seven additional opportunities 
to take and pass the test before graduation.

testing

Communities participate in redistricting process—Opening a new school is a very 
exciting time as a new school brings together families and employees from a number of schools and neigh-
borhoods to form a new community and begin new traditions and school histories. However, the process 
starts well before the first day at the new school. The redistricting process determines the boundary lines for 
new schools. That process has begun for six schools opening in 2010–11. Proposed boundaries were posted 
on the web site and at affected schools earlier this fall, allowing parents, staff, and community members an 
opportunity to give feedback. A public meeting in mid-November also gave citizens an opportunity to speak 
to the Board about the proposed boundaries. The feedback is under consideration and final proposals are in 
development. The School Board is expected to vote on boundary lines at its Dec. 10 meeting.

GCPS adds 2 more snow make-up days to plan for winter weather;  
students to make up flood days in spring— Gwinnett schools were not in session
Sept. 21–22 due to the floods that struck the Atlanta area. These “flood days” will be made up using the first 
two designated make-up days: Feb. 12 and March 15. Schools now will be in session on these two days. 
Traditionally, the district designates at least three days to cover days missed to wintry weather. With two 
days designated as flood make-up days, that left the district with only one remaining scheduled make-up 
day in the calendar, May 27. As winter has not even begun and there is the chance that inclement weather 
may force additional school closings, GCPS amended its 2009–10 school calendar to include two more snow 
make-up days: Monday, Feb. 15 (now designated snow make-up day #1) and Friday, April 2 (now snow 
make-up day #2). Both of these days were originally scheduled as student/staff holidays. May 27 will remain 
as snow make-up day #3. If the district does not need to use these days as make-up days, they will be holidays 
for students and staff. Making the adjustment to the school calendar at this point will allow parents, staff, and 
community members to plan ahead for additional missed days and how those days would be made up.

99% of GCPS schools make AyP— A total of 108 Gwinnett schools (or 99%) made Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law, the highest rate to date for GCPS. 
NCLB looks at student achievement, graduation rates, and attendance rates, both for the school as a whole and 
for various groups of students. All together, 109 Gwinnett schools were required to meet state standards under 
NCLB for the 2008–09 school year.

Public health officials urge precautions against h1n1, seasonal flu—
To date, the H1N1 flu season has been widespread in Georgia, though infections for 
most otherwise healthy people have been relatively mild. However, Public Health 
officials remind citizens to continue to take precautions to limit the spread of ill-
ness, including washing hands frequently, covering coughs and sneezes, and staying 
home and keeping ill children home when flu-like symptoms appear. In addition, 
parents are encouraged to make plans to get a seasonal flu vaccination for all family 
members. And, consider an H1N1 vaccination for any family member who is in one 

of the higher-risk groups for H1N1 (school-aged and college students, pregnant women, and others with 
chronic health conditions). Health officials say the flu season started early and likely will linger through the 
winter and early spring. Contact your personal physician or the Health Department if you have questions 
about the flu or the recommended flu vaccinations.

GCPS changes CRCt schedule—Responding to a recommendation from parents and teach-
ers and analysis by a principals’ committee, GCPS has adjusted the spring testing schedule for the state’s 
Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT). With the change, older students will have more time to 
return to their regular routine after Spring Break before testing begins. The new dates for grades 3–8 are 
April 19–23. Students in grades 1 and 2 will take the tests April 14–16. 

watch GCPS tV… anytime, anywhere… online—
This fall, GCPS TV launched live web streaming online at www.gwinnett.
k12.ga.us/gcpstv. Online viewers also have access to a video-on-demand 
library of popular GCPS shows, including “In5ive,” “GCPS Focus,” 
“ParenTVision,” and “Gwinnett Prep Rally.” New programming is added to 
the online library regularly. Want to watch GCPS programs the “old-fash-
ioned” way? Viewers also can find GCPS TV on these Gwinnett County 
cable channels: 
– AT&T— Check U-verse listings 
– Charter— Channel 22 
– Comcast— Channel 24 or 26 (depending on location, digital only)

bulletin board

GCPS honors
GCPS, schools, students, and staff continue to draw honors

A message from J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

2009 will come to an end soon, with few people likely to regret its passing into the history books. 
The nation, our state and county, and our families have weathered unprecedented economic challenges 
during this troubled year. In reflecting on the last 12 months of struggles and downturns, we easily 
could overlook the countless blessings that also marked 2009 as a year of many reasons to be thankful. 
In the spirit of the season, I’d like to mention just a few things for which I am grateful and proud. 
•	 Gwinnett	County	Public	Schools’	recognition	as	a	finalist	for	The	2009	Broad	Prize	for		

Urban	Education	is	a	significant	accomplishment	in	which	our	entire	community	can	take	
pride.	This prestigious award validates the good work that is going on in Gwinnett classrooms 
every day, with every student, and spotlights what is working in public education. What an  
honor for all of us!

•	 This	year,	the	school	district	opened	10	new	facilities,	providing	much-needed	permanent	
classroom	space	for	students.	At the schools’ dedication ceremonies, a tangible sense of pride 
and excitement was evident in each of these school communities as students, parents, and staff 
joined together to thank the Board of Education and the citizens of Gwinnett County for provid-
ing beautiful, state-of-the-art learning facilities for students.

•	 Every	day	our	employees	do	their	jobs	with	unparalleled	commitment	and	professional-
ism.	Those qualities among our staff were of special significance this semester as we faced three 
furlough days due to state budget reductions. It is no secret that our students, schools, and staff 
continually win state and national recognition for excellent performance, but their positive at-
titude in the face of harsh economic realities says even more about the strength of their character. 
That is why we say our greatest resource is our people. 

•	 Once	again	in	2009,	Gwinnett	County	Public	Schools	was	named	an	“employer	of	choice”	by	a	
number	of	publications. It’s a distinction we strive to keep, so we ensure that our personnel have 
the training, support, and tools they need to be successful on the job.  

•	 Despite	the	severe	economic	challenges	at	hand,	the	school	district	continues	to	be	recog-
nized	as	an	excellent	steward	of	its	financial	resources.	Only four other districts have earned a 
triple-A bond rating from both Moody’s Investor Services and Standard and Poor’s, a credit to the 
Board’s fiscal prudence and sound judgment in maintaining an adequate reserve balance.

There are countless more reasons why I feel such pride in and gratitude toward Gwinnett County 
Public Schools. We are a successful school district and we’re working to be even better! Though times 
may be challenging, we will not be timid about moving forward in 2010 with innovations and pro-
grams that will best prepare us, and our students, for the better days to come. Toward that end, we 
thank you for supporting your local schools, the school district, and our efforts to provide every child a 
quality and effective education… no matter what.

J. Alvin Wilbanks
GCPS CEO/Superintendent

Assistive technology opens doors
The interactive nature of instructional technology 

boosts learning in any classroom. After all, today’s 
kids, having grown up in a wired world, respond 
enthusiastically to the active give-and-take of a 
high-tech lesson. That’s especially true for children 
with special needs as technology expands the multi-
sensory experience so vital to their learning. 

Special education teacher Logan Flint says inter-
active technology provides “wow” moments for 
the young adults with autism in his classroom at 
the Monarch School and a bridge to social interac-
tion with their classmates. “They were talking to 

their teachers before, but now they are talking to 
their peers and asking questions,” he says. Mr. Flint 
points out that the touch-screen technology used in 
the classroom is mirrored in their neighborhoods, 
from ATMs to checkout lines at the grocery store. 
He says, “We want to give our students every oppor-
tunity to succeed and be a part of the community in 
which they live.”

Technology pumps up learning for young students 
in Monarch’s Early Childhood program as well. 

“I recently observed a class of our 4-year-olds, 
and for 50 minutes, they stayed engaged,” says  
Dr. Barbara Martin, Monarch’s principal. “In some 
cases, the kids would become teachers to their peers 
and their teachers. Our possibilities are infinite with 
this technology.”

However, not all technology at Monarch is high-
tech. Fashioned in the school system’s woodworking 
shop, low-tech assistive technology— for example, 
modified chairs, weighted vests, lapboards, and 
specialized stools— can help children get the most 
out of their classroom experience by accommodat-
ing their special needs. 

Whether accomplished through high-tech or 
low-tech means, the result is enthusiastic students 
engaged in learning… at Monarch and in special 
education classrooms around the county.

Right: With 
the help of 

her teacher, a 
pre-K student 

with special 
needs uses an 

interactive 
whiteboard to 
identify a red 

apple as she 
and her class-

mates learn 
their colors.

Go to the school system 
web site to check 

out the Communiqué 
Connection for expanded 
coverage on instructional 

technology and online 
safety, additional 

resources for families, 
tips for parents,  

and more!

www.bethere.org


