
 A Publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS)

School-to-Community Education News, Etc.
May 2012

Questions? Call GCPS Department of Communication & Media Relations at (678) 301-6020.

GCPS SCENE
Gwinnett County Public Schools engages in a five-month budget process that 

involves citizens and educators. The system’s focus on teaching and learning is evident 
in its budget, shown by the fact that the vast majority of the General fund goes toward 
instruction. The Board held budget work sessions on April 16 and 19, with adoption of a 
tentative budget on April 19. Public hearings will be held on May 10 and 17 prior to the 
final adoption on May 17. For the eighth year, the recommended millage rate will remain 
the same. Highlights from the recommended budget for FY2013 are available online. 

Graduation is only the beginning for about 9,800 Gwinnett seniors as they leave 
high school, prepared for college, work, and life in the 21st century. GCPS applauds the 
achievement of the class of 2012 seniors who graduated from the system’s 21 high schools. 
• 86% of the students graduating report that they plan to attend college or postsecondary 

schools.
• Seniors have been offered more than $101.6 million in academic, athletic, and military 

scholarships, not including the HOPE or Gates Millennium scholarships.
• Nearly 48% of the graduating class took at least one college-level Advanced Placement 

(AP) course during their high school years.
• 2,050 Honor Graduates finished high school with a grade percent average of 90 or better.

High school students: Registration is ongoing for the summer session for high school 
students who need to make up a class or want to get ahead, including rising 9th graders 
who may take designated classes. All high school summer classes have a fee.
—Face-to-face classes (June 12–July 11): Register online at www.gcpssummerschool.com 
through June 4, or face-to-face on May 31 at Peachtree Ridge High.
—Online classes (June 11–July 10): Registration available only online at 
www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com through June 4.
Elementary and middle school students: Students in grades 3–8 who have not met 
promotion requirements may be recommended for the free, 15-day session of Academic 
Summer School, which runs June 18 to July 12. Parents of students who qualify will learn 
more from their child’s school later this month. 
 Summer classes are on a Monday-Thursday schedule at all levels, with a July 4 holiday. 

 Now that the 2011–12 GEMS recommendations have been presented, it’s time 
to pull together the 2012–13 GEMS Oversight Committee, which will complete an 
annual review of the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum on February 
28, 2013. After the review, the committee recommends revisions and additions to the 
superintendent for adoption by the Board. Members serve three-year terms. Completed 
applications should be returned by June 1. Learn more online.

May 17  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Centers (ISC)
May 21–23  Early release for high school exams 
May 23 Last day of school
June 21  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m. ISC 
Graduation schedule available on the GCPS website. 
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

 In April, Shiloh High learned that the school has been authorized as an 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme (PYP). Shiloh High plans to launch the 
program in 2013–14. Groups of current 9th graders are taking preparatory classes this 
year and next, and will begin the full two-year IB Programme as juniors in fall of 2013. 
GCPS now offers IB in two clusters — Shiloh and Norcross. Shiloh High joins Peachtree 
Elementary, Pinckneyville Middle, Summerour Middle, and Norcross High as the 
district’s IB schools. According to the non-profit IB educational foundation, IB helps 
students to “develop the intellectual, personal, emotional, and social skills to live, learn and 
work in a rapidly globalizing world.”

Ken Johnson   Principal, Archer High
Peggy Goodman  Principal, Five Forks Middle
Mary M. Thomas  Principal, Pharr Elementary

• Students from Central Gwinnett High and Gwinnett School of Mathematics, 
Science, and Technology qualified to compete at the National Forensic League Speech 
and Debate Tournament in Indianapolis in June. In addition, the Central Gwinnett 
team captain was named District Student of the Year. 

• With 873 student musicians, Hull Middle and Peachtree Ridge High came together 
to break the single concert record for largest string orchestra. The new record will be 
documented and submitted for inclusion in the “Guinness Book of World Records.”

• Osborne Middle Spanish Teacher Sergio Parra was invited by the Ministry 
of Education and the Academy of Principals in Singapore to attend the 2012 
International Conference on Teaching and Learning with Technology in Singapore.

• A team of Meadowcreek High students earned Exceptional Collaboration and 
Exceptional Creativity awards in the Global Virtual Classroom Competition for the 
website they created in partnership with students in India and Croatia. 

• GCPS tied for 8th place among the top 10 U.S. school districts honored for the use of 
technology by e.Republic’s Center for Digital Education, the National School Boards 
Association, and convergemag.com. 

• Summerour Middle Principal Dorothy Parker-Jarrett has been named 2012 
National Counseling Advocate of the Year. 

• GCPS was recognized among the best communities in the U.S. for music education 
for 2012 by the National Association of Music Merchants.

• Jody Reeves, director of technical education, Computer Science, and Work-Based Learning, 
and Christopher Wells, director of Information Technology Policies and Communications, 
have been selected to serve on the National Council on Digital Citizenship. 

• A North Gwinnett High student is one of 20 winners in the state of the National 
Computing Aspirations Award sponsored by the National Center for Women & 
Information Technology Award for Aspirations in Computing.

• Seven Meadowcreek High students placed in the top 20% in the 2012 National 
Financial Capability Challenge. 

• Peachtree Ridge High is a finalist in the Intel Schools of Distinction competition. The 
school won a $5,000 grant. Four representatives will travel to Washington, D.C. in the 
fall for the announcement of the winning school.

• A team of students from Collins Hill High won 2nd place in the State Literary 
Championship. 
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• At the Georgia Science and Engineering Fair, six GCPS students earned 1st place in 
statewide competition. An additional 25 students earned 2nd place. Four projects will 
advance to National competition, and 21 special recognitions were awarded. 

• The Berkmar High Academic Decathlon team won its division in state competition 
and was named Super Quiz Oral Relay Champion. In addition, teams from Parkview 
and Mill Creek were named 1st runner-up and 2nd runner-up, respectively.

• Three teams and two individuals from Simpson Elementary and Norcross High 
qualified for the International Future Problem Solving competition by placing in 
their divisions and events at state. Teams from Pinckneyville Middle and Riverside 
Elementary also placed at state. Simpson Elementary Future Problem Solving Coach 
Kathy Russo was named State Coach of the Year. 

• Six students took top honors at History Day competition. Students from Berkmar, 
Collins Hill, and Mill Creek won 1st place and will be advancing to nationals.

• Ten students from several GCPS high schools earned a 1st place, 2nd place, or 3rd place 
spot at the State Future Business Leaders Association competition, qualifying for nationals.

• Two North Gwinnett High students won 2nd place at the State Technology Fair. 
• Nine Maxwell High School of Technology students earned 1st and 2nd place in 

events at the SkillsUSA Leadership Competition, qualifying for nationals. 
• Three students of the Grayson High Technical Education Program won 1st and 

2nd place in events in state competition and will advance to the Health Occupations 
Student Association national competition.

• 31 GCPS students won 1st and 2nd place spots at the state DECA conference, 
qualifying for national competition. In addition, two students won scholarships 
and North Gwinnett High and Mountain View High marketing programs were 
recognized for earning national certification. 

• Seven Technology Students of America (TSA) winners will move to national 
competition for their 1st and 2nd place wins at state TSA. In addition, a Collins Hill 
High student was elected to serve in a state post. 

• A Peachtree Ridge High student earned 2nd place from the Georgia Urban and 
Regional Information Systems Association for his entry— “Virtual Adventure Travel 
Tour – The Outside Boy”— in a mapping software competition. 

• Art students from Brookwood, Mill Creek, North Gwinnett, and Peachtree Ridge high 
schools won top awards at the Georgia Watercolor Society Student Scholarship Show. 

• 103 Gwinnett students representing 14 of the district’s high schools have been 
accepted to the Governor’s Honors Program. 

• Of the 73 GCPS student winners in the state PTA Reflections contest, five division 
winners will advance to nationals. 

• Fifty-four visual arts students, representing 10 Gwinnett high schools, have been 
named state-level winners at the 2012 All-State Art Symposium, sponsored by the 
Georgia Art Education Association.

• Artwork from Brookwood, Mill Creek, Norcross High, and North Gwinnett high 
school students was selected to receive scholarships by the Jay Shapiro Arts Legacy 
Foundation. 

• A Mill Creek High student artist won the top prize in the 7th Congressional District. 
A North Gwinnett High and Collins Hill High student won 2nd and 3rd place, 
respectively. 

• North Gwinnett High’s Patrick Yaggy has been named Georgia’s Latin Teacher of 
the Year.

• A South Gwinnett High student has been selected to participate in the Girls State 
program. 
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• Sweetwater Middle Teacher Nadaria Wade has been named the recipient of the 2012 
Georgia Commission on the Holocaust’s Distinguished Educator Award. Students from 
Sweetwater Middle and Mountain View High earned honors in the commission’s 
writing and art contest. The work of GIVE Center East students and teacher Mary-
Bryan “Bee” Giroux on the Holocaust Learning Trunk Project also was recognized.

• GCPS was awarded many grants this spring. Corporate partners Cisco Systems, 
Primerica Financial Services, and Scana Energy donated $46,500 to the GCPS 
Foundation to offset the cost of Advanced Placement (AP) exams administered by the 
National College Board. Britt Elementary was awarded a $5,000 Kroger Earning Plus 
Learning Grant. Chattahoochee Elementary received a $15,000 grant from Cartridge 
World. Dacula Elementary was awarded a $3,449 award from Community Coffee for 
a ‘labels for cash’ contest. The Ramlose Foundation has awarded four $1,500 grants to 
the Archer, Central Gwinnett, Grayson, and South Gwinnett cluster foundations. 
Hopkins Elementary students earned the gift of 500 books from “We Give Books” 
(Pearson Foundation).

• Several Gwinnett teams won 2012 AAAAA championships this spring, including the 
Brookwood High girls swim and dive team, the Parkview High boys swim and dive 
team, the Collins Hill High wrestling team, and the Gwinnett HEAT adapted sports 
basketball team. 

• Eleven GCPS seniors from Collins Hill, Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and 
Technology, Meadowcreek, Mill Creek, Mountain View, Norcross, North Gwinnett, 
Peachtree Ridge, and Shiloh high schools were named Gates Millennium Scholars. 

• To date, ten GCPS seniors have been named as recipients of National Merit 
Scholarships. (Additional scholars are to be named this month and in July.) Fifteen 
GCPS seniors were named National Achievement Scholars. 

• Nine seniors were selected as candidates for the 2012 U.S. Presidential Scholar program 
including three finalists from Collins Hill, Norcross, and North Gwinnett high schools. 

• Two Maxwell High School of Technology students have been awarded $11,000 in 
scholarships from ICAR. 

• Seven Meadowcreek High students won scholarships for entries in the 2012 Web 
Challenge competition. Teacher Pintu Thaker received an award for her web design class. 

• This year’s GCPS Foundation-funded scholarship winners are from Grayson High 
and Peachtree Ridge High. The United Ebony Society-funded scholarship winners 
attend Collins Hill High and Meadowcreek High. Gwinnett Federal Credit Union 
scholarship winners attend Dacula High, Grayson High, and Peachtree Ridge High.

• A Parkview High student was awarded the Theatre of the Stars Musical Theatre 
Scholarship at the Shuler Awards ceremony. 

• A Central Gwinnett High student has been awarded a $10,000 scholarship from the 
Atlanta Hawks. 

• Brookwood High Boys soccer coach Danny Klinect and Dacula High Girl soccer 
coach Jason Guzzardo have been named Region 8-AAAAA Boys and Girls Soccer 
Coach of the Year, respectively. Dacula High baseball coach Jack Lowry has been 
honored as Assistant Coach of the Year by Gwinnett County Dugout Club.

• Athletes and coaches from Dacula, North Gwinnett, Meadowcreek, Parkview, and 
Peachtree Ridge high schools were honored at the Sports Champions of Greater 
Atlanta banquet. 

• A South Gwinnett High senior will have her work included in an anthology, called 
“Bullying.”

• Mr. B.E. “Woody” Woodruff, a former GCPS parent and very active community 
member, was the inaugural recipient of the GCPS Public Service Award for his 
involvement throughout the school system.
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